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RELIGIOUS 


QUOTATIONS FROM THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT IN THE NEW, COLLATED 
WITH THE SEPTUAGINT. 


(Con luded from pe CAN) 


1 Peter. 


rs » 
il. + nis is rather a reference to 
ies xxxiv. 8, than a quot tation : 
yet it seems evident that the Apostie 


had in mind the words of the Psalm- 
1st, and Cc VC n those 6 i ‘the sep! ul: int. 

a , re - 
EyevtTars: oT HlUuTOS 3 Kyetes (i 4 Cl.)5 


FEEL anes HLb SOETE OTh HOEUTSS O KRy2ies 
(Seft.) The Septuagint accords to 
the Llebrew, 

—. 6. (Sce on Ron. ix. 33.) A 
gyre at part of the Pads aiee SCC to 
be taken from the sept LUaAgi it (ds. 
xxviii. 16), yet with some v wrhat ions, 


lose Thonee ev Lay (1 Pet.) > Te dow Eva 
CUshrrd 616 Tee a Ase Sia (Sx oe E- 

hier ALP b /MVIEIOVe ExmASS eTOVy EVT IMLAY 
Ls’et.) 5 Astov WoauTerAy, ExAruTov, &x~ 
FoyDVAIOV, EVTIMOV, EG TH S: MEAL KVTNS 


(Sepit.) Mach gives the general mean- 
mg of the tlebrew, but not an exact 
translation. 

—. 7. (See on Adutt. xxi. 42.) 

—. J. baridzisy tegaTevaet, & Dyas aeyiov 
(1 Pet.) ; 
Ute “0b EDVOS aryioy (Sept. Ea. WK. 
6.3; *A kingdom of priests,” &c. 
(Lrans. of Heb.). Aces sig weesmeinrw 
(l Pet.) 5 Ess megsrouziy (Sept. Mal. 
i.) “& My jewels: Segullah, * My 
special treasure.”? 

—. 22. ‘Os amaetiny ovx ETOWTLV, 
eres eve ds Ooros Ev TA SWMATS AUT 
—(Sept. Is. lili, 9), Aventav ove exoir~ 
Ti, Oude CovrAsy £9 TW SwWMaTE aUTOL. 
The Septuagint is the more literal 
translation. 

—. 24. ‘Ou rw modwrt avuTov tadyr 
(Sept. Ie. ii, 5), Tw poawms avtov 

Christ. Obsery. No. 115. 


~ * ‘ 
. ae . Ag ay sea aa) 
Exseo.3: kot pe sASboy eins AT EvV@0 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


HES body ey’ 3 And by his stripes 
healing to us” (literal from the He- 
brew.) Phe Apostle, in applying it, 
uses the second persona, not the first. 

Hi. 1O—12. ‘Phe Septuagint trans- 
wii the Ifebrew throughout in the 
second person singular; but the 
Aposile, in guotinge it, uses the third 
person singular, “Let him,’ &e. 
Vius is the only variation which 
arint 1s 
- translat ion of the Hebrew 


oe 1-.> rit } “ee Q 
nmecgd be noted. Phe sept 


ae carve) oC F- 
Ps. XXXIV. 12—16.) 
X\ 4 
1. V4 T - thane - 
——. » to. Tov ce Docov avtav my 
‘ > A * cr - ss 
Osexn7y%ig Unde TaPLY.INTE. Kueiov oe 


(Sept. Is. 1 ii. 12), 
Tov de Dosev avToy ov My Poourture. soe 
ey Tee onTe. Keptoy avtoy aylarere. 
Eituer rendering gives the meaning 

fthe Hebrew. Avra (1 Pet. )scems 
to give the sense better than the sin- 
‘ lar avrev (Scft.); bu t the Hebrew 


l adinit Ls cithes. ‘he Hebrew 


is, wines sehaee A eevesiser ne The next 
verse of the Septuagint differs mate- 
tially from ra ilebrew. 

iv. 8. This is a translation from 
the Hebrew, and widely different 


from the Septuagint (Prov. x. 12. 
‘Allsins,” is translated, “ The mul- 
tude of sins.”’ (See oz James v. 20.) 
“Friendship hideth all who are not 
contentious.’ ( Sept.) 

—. 18. Almost verbatim from the 
Septuagint (Prov. xi. 31.) “ Behold, 
the righteous shall be recompensed 


in the earth; much more the wicked 
and the sinner.” (7vrans. of Hebrew.) 


Revelation. 


1. ll. ‘o mewTos mots 0 ETYUTICC. 
(See also Rev.1.173 i. 8.)—Sept. Is. 
xl. 4, mee 06, Kab £15 TH Eoyoncvae, 
eyo siui—ls, xliv. 6, Eyw WLWTOS, nes 
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cya mete tavte—Ts, xiviil. 12, Tew. 
705) xae sym eres 1g Tov atwyve., In all 
these places the Ffebrew is, “ The 
first and the Jast,’? which, no doubt, 


the Apostle quoted, or literally 
translated. 
li. 23. The Apostle evidently re- 


fers to Jer. xvil. 10; but his words 
are neither a quotation from the Sep- 
tuagint, nor a translation of the Ele- 
brew. They, however, give the exact 
meaning of the passage as spoken by 
Jesus Christ, though originally intro- 
duced by, * Thus saith JEHOVAH.” 

—. 27. This is nearly a quotation 
of the Septuagint (/’s. 1. 9); the 
person being changed from the se- 
cond to the third. The Septuagint 

xactly translates the Hebrew. 
ill. 7. Try xrcidee Aacio, 9 


wai Ovdkls xASIEL, 


Tov 
H%Ab HKAELES, 
XXL. 22, 


TH WMO 


cLvOly wV. 
nat ovosis avoryeim—Sepit. Ls. 
Tu oimov Auvid, ex 
AYTIV, xab OV ES HK! 
NEV, KL KAELTEL HE OUM ESI O CeYOIYOV. 
The Septuagint is a literal transla- 
tion; but the Apostle merely g FIVES 
the general meaning. 
vi. 16. Kose Azyours 
Taig Wwetecic, lesste £16 neues 
vourpate yuas—Sefit. Los. x. 8, 
EeUTS TOIS OLET, Kaauare GAds, “ab 
TaIl6 Bovvessy Merare e@ nucc. The Sep- 
tuugint is a more exact translation of 
the Hebrew than the quotation here 
made. (See Luke xxi. 30.) 
Vil. 16. Ov ETS, 
Oi yrovrw ETh, overt Min WEY é% autos 
aude mcey 
Ov wewarouriy sde Onarsrt, 


S 
HAELOM 


was 0 a%ox- 


cevoszes 


Tols CLET ty “2s 
wah 


Kas 


te 
WilvarevsTiy OUVCE 


6 HA1055 xoevnt—Scfit, ds. 


xlix. 10, 


ovds warakch avTovs 6 maura, ovde 4 
“yaes. The order of the words ot 


the Septuagint accords to the He- 
brew: inother respects, the transla- 
tion of each equally accords to the 
Hebrew. 

xii. 12. This isa 
xcevi. 11, and Js. xlix. 15; 
cannot be called a quotation. 

Xl. 5. Crome Awrovy pectyero (from 
Seft. Dan. vii. 8.) 

xiv. 8. Exerev, emece Balurwy (Rev. 
KVili. 2, the same)—Sept. Is. xxi. 8, 


reference to Ps. 
but it 


Collation of the New Testament with the Septuagint, 





[ July, 


wintoue, wertoue Basvawy. The He- 
brew is equally well translated by 
both ; but the quotation is not from 
the aie ney 

xvill. 4. This verse refers toscye- 
ral passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
but it cannot be called a quotation, 
It comes nearest to Jer. li. 6, but is 
neither a quotation of the Septuz agint, 
nor a translation of the Hebrew. 

—. 7, 8. The same may be said 
of these verses, as Compared with 
Is. xlvu. 8, 9. 

xix.5, The clause, “ Ter smoke,” 
&ec. is an exact translation of the He. 
brew Js. xxxiv. 10; but whether 
intended as a quotation or not, is not 
clear. 

—_— (See on il. 27.) 

Xx. 15. (See om 1. 8, 11.) 

The references to the Old Testa- 
ment, in this book, are numerous; 
but few of them can be called quota- 
ticns. Dr. Randolph makes only one 
in the whole book (11. 27.) 


Concluding observations. 

It must be evident to every one 
who careiuliy and impartially exa. 
mines the quotations in the New 
‘Testament from the Old, that the 
number of those which undeniably 
accord to the Septuagint, where that 
translation materiadly differs from the 
Hebrew, is excecdingly small; so 
small, as scarcely to bear any propor- 
tio to the whole number, amounting 
to much above two hundred. Dr. 
Rando!ph states that there are six, 
but I can only find five (AZait. xv. 8, 

Acts ii. 255 vii. 42, 435 Rom. x. 
18; James iv. 6); I mean of those 
which he has pointed out: for there 
are some others, in which he sup- 
peses the Hebrew text to be cor- 
rupted, of which he adduces eight; 
but I cannot find so many. 

2. A large proportion of the quo- 
tations are so consonant in meaning 
to the Hebrew, though the words 0! 
the Septuagint are used with some 
variations, that it is not easy to Say; 
whether the sacred writers intended 
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to quote the Septuagint, or to trans. 
Jate the Hebrew: but being conver- 
sint in the Septuagint, the words of 
that version occurred to them in 
translating. 

3, There are, however, a conside- 
rable number which imimaterialiy dif- 
fer from the Hebrew, and are evi- 
dentiy taken from the Scptuagint. 

4, But there are, likewise, several 
instances of an evidently gcentional 
renouncing of the Septuagint trans- 
Jation, in order to adhere to the Lic- 
brew; when the Septuagint so mate- 
rially differs from the Hebrew, as to 
render the passage unsuitable to the 
purpose of the sacred writer in pro- 
ducing the quotation, or when it was 
palpably erroneous. Dr. Randolph 
sires the number of these instances 
to be thirteen. 

5 Many quotations contain words 
found inthe Septuagint, and yet vary 
from it in other parts, agreelag with 
tie Hebrew ; yet In some respects 
lucy vary aiso from the Hebrew. 
This scems to indicate that the sacred 
writers did not act with that exact 
conformity to a preconceived plan 
which modcra learned men suppose. 

6. It 1s also maniiest, that in the 
epistles, addressed in general to 
churches, consisting of converted 
Heilenists, or Gentiles, the quotations 
are wattormly made from the Septua- 
gint,or with express reference to It, 
execpt where some important reason 
induced the sacred writer to deviate 
from it. For, as it appears to me, the 
Septuagint was the only version of 
the Scriptures generally known in 
the churches, the members of which 
Were mostly strangers to the Hebrew. 
Every material deviation from it, by 
Preterringe the Ilebrew in the epis- 
lcs, is, on this very account, propor- 
lonably a stronger proof that the wri- 
ter did not intend to sanction the trans- 
lation in opposition to the original. 

’. When any quotation decidedly 
accords to the Septuagint, and varices 
rem the Hebrew, it should be con- 
sidered whether the variation mate- 

nally alters the general meaning, and 
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whether it interferes with its suita- 
bleness to the special purpose for 
which it is adduced. Where neither 
of these is the case, it may be inquir- 
ed, whether, as the Septuagint alone 
was familiar to the readers of the 
epistles, and no harm would arise 
from the deviation, the sacred writer 
might not see good to take the pas- 
sage as he found it. ‘Thus the evan- 
eclists, Matthew and Luke, are ge- 
nerally supposed to have extracted 
the genealogies of the Messiah from 
the public records, though, in some 
respects, defective. 

This, if admitted, will reduce the 
deviations of quotations from the [le- 
brew text in the New ‘Testament to a 
very small number: and there will 
be seldom need to have recourse to 
the strong measure of charging a mae 
terial corruption on the Hebrew 
text: I say seldom, for they who 
would maintain that no such corrup- 
tions exist, seem to take an untenabie 
ground. If, however, the quotations 
in the New ‘Festament are to be re- 
garded as the criterta; a candid and 
careful examination of them must 
induce the conviction, that no ancient 
book extant has come down to us in 
such complete preservation as the 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament : 
and from long and patient investiga- 
tion of other documents, I am per- 
suaded that this is really the case. 

8. One thing more has powerfully 
impressed my mind on the subject, 
which I do not recollect to have met 
with in any writer, and which appears 
to give a higher and stronger sanc- 
tion to the Septuagint, in one material 
point, than almost any other conside- 
ration. The original names of the 
one-glorious, self-existent, and eter- 
nal God have been generally consi- 
dered as replete with meaning and 
instruction: nay, some have formed 
theories, which seem to imply that 
they are essential to correct views of 
Christianity ; at least they build very 
much upon them. I am far from 

denying that the able student of the 
sacred language may derive much 
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lew. 
FOS) Kb YD EME 1G TOV AlWYH, In all 
these places the [Efebrew is, “ The 
first and the Jast,’? which, no doubt, 
the Apostle quoted, or literally 
transiated. 

ii. 23. The Apostle evidently re- 
fers to Jer. xvil. 10; but his words 
are neither a quotation from the Sep- 
tuagint, nor a translation of the Ele- 
brew. They, however, give the exact 
meaning of the passage as spoken by 
Jesus Christ, thouch originally intro- 
duced by, * Thus saith Jenov AH.”? 

—. 27. This is nearly a quotation 
of the Septuagint (/’s. 1. 9); the 
person being changed from the se- 
cond to the third. The Septuagint 
exactly translates the Hebrew. 

ill. 7. Try Acide Tov 
CLevaOlyay¥, x6 ovdels KASKEl, Kab 
nat ovdsis avoryei—Sepit. Ts. Xxil. 22, 
Tyv “Acca otmov Aavidy ext Ta au 
“UTIV, nee Hab OU ESaI O aTOxR 


ym wste Tavta—ls, xIvill. 12, 


of; 


Acaeio., 9 


HAEbES 


cevoszes 
ALL, Hb KAELTES KLE OUM CSU O ctYOITYON. 
The Septuagint is a literal transla- 
tion; but the Apostle merely gives 
the general meaning. 

vi. 16. Kees _— Tols CeETt, nas 
THIC wet eo 41S, eaer £46 UG wots 
vovpate 4 uag—Se/it. * How. x. 8, Kes 
KaavLare “yectss woes 
TOlG Povvets, erare ef nucs. Lhe e Sep- 
tuegint is a more exact translation of 
the Hebrew than the quotation here 
made. (See Luke xxii. 30.) 

Vil. 16. Ou wewareuri etl, ovce 
Oinyrovri ETh, vot hyn WETH ‘x ZUTOvs 


£4 UT’ TOS OC ET. 


0 “YAL0S5 vos ctv xavnt— Sept, ty. 
xlix. 10, Ou awewarovew, sce onlarss:, 
oud: WaTazch avTovs 0 xauray ovde 
‘yases. The order of the words of 
the Septuagint accords to the He- 
brew: inother respects, the transla- 
tion of each equally accords to the 
— 

XU. This 1s a reference to Ps. 
XCVI. a and Js. xlix. 135 but it 
cannot be called a quotation. 

Xl. 5. Lrouse rAwrovy Miyano (from 


Seft. Dan. vil. 8.) 
xiv. 8. Evecsv, emece BuCvrawy (Rev. 
KVill. 2, the same)—Sept. Is. xxi. 8, 


[ July, 


WiTT Ke, WenTone Bacvawy. The He- 
brew is equally well translated by 
both ; but the quotation is not from 
the Septuagint. 

xvill. 4. his verse refers to seve- 
ral passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
but it cannot be called a quotation, 
It comes nearest to Jer. li. 6, but is 
neither a quotation of the Septuagint, 
nor a translation of the Hebrew. 

—. 7, 8. The same may be said 
of these verses, as Compared with 
Is. xivil. 8, 9. 

xix. 5. Phe clause, “ Her smoke,” 
&e. is un exact translation of the He- 
brew Js. xxxiv. 10; but whether 
intended as a quotation or not, is not 
clear. 

—. 15. (See on il. 27.) 

Xxii. 15. (See on 1. 8, 11.) 

The references to the Old Testa- 
ment, in this book, are numerous; 
but few of them can be called quota- 
ticns. Dr. Randolph makes only one 
in the whole book (il. 27.) 

Concluding observations. 

It must be evident to every one 
oe careiuliy and impartially exae 
mines the quotations in the New 
Testament trom the Old, that the 
number of these which eeeniages 
accord to the Septuagint, where that 
translation maferiai/y differs from the 
Hebrew, is exceedingly small; so 
small, as scarcely to bear any propor- 
tion to the whole number, amounting 
to much above two hundred. Dr. 
tando!ph states that there are six, 
— I can sages find five (A/att. xv. 8, 

Acts it. 255 vil. 42,43; Rom. x. 
os James iv. 6); I mean of those 
which he has pointed out: for there 
are some others, in which he sup- 
peses the Hebrew text to be cor- 
rupted, of which he adduces eight ; 
but I cannot find so many. 

2. A large proportion of the quo- 
tations are so consonant in meaning 
to the Hebrew, though the words of 
the Septuagint are used with some 
variations, that it is not easy to say; 
whether the sacred writers intended 
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to quote the Septuagint, or to trans- 
late ihe Hebrew: 
sant in the Septuagint, the wands of 
that version occurred to them in 
translating. 

‘There are, however, a conside- 
rable number which imimiatertaliy dif- 
fer from the TIebrew, and are evi- 
dentiy taken from the Scptuagtint. 

4. But'there are, likewise, several 
instances of an evidently zzeentional 
renouncing of the Septuagint trans- 
Jaticn, in order to adhere to the Lic- 
brew; when the Septuagint so mate- 
rially differs from the Hebrew, as to 
render the passage unsuitable to the 
purpose of the sacred writer in pro- 
ducing the quotation, or when it was 
paipably erroneous. Dr. Randolph 
states the number of these instances 
to be thirteen. 

5 Many quotations contain words 
found inthe Septuagint, and yet vary 
from il In other parts, agreeiig wv ith 
tie Hebrew; yet in some respects 
tucy vary from the Tiebrew. 
This scems to ticlicate that the sacred 
writers did not act with that exact 
coniormity to a preconceived plan 
which modcra tearned men suppose. 

6 It 1s also maniiest, that in the 
epistles, addressed in general to 
churches, consisung of converted 
Heilenists, or Gentiles, the quotations 
are wallormly made from the Septua- 
gini,or with express reference to it, 
except where some Important reason 
induced the sacred writer to deviate 
from it. For, as it appears to me, the 
Septuagint was the only version of 
the Scriptures generally known in 
the churches, the members of which 
were mostly strangers to the Hebrew. 
Every material deviation from it, by y 
preferring the Ilebrew in the epts- 
tles, is, on this very account, propor- 
tionabiy a stronger proof tix itthe wri- 
ter did not intendt o sanction thetrans- 
ox" IN Opposition to the original. 

- When any quotation decidedly 
acc aide to the S se ptuagint t, and varices 
from the Hebrew, it should be con- 
sidered whether the variation mate- 
rially alters the general meaning, and 


aiso 
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but being conver- 
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whether it interferes with its suita- 
bleness to the special purpose for 
which it js adduced. Where neither 
of these is the case, it may be inquir- 
ed, whether, as the Septuagint alone 
was familiar to the readers of the 
epistles, and no harm would arise 
from the deviation, the sacred writer 
might not see good to take the pee 
sage as he found it. Thus the evan 
eclists, Matthew and Luke, are ge- 
nerally, supposed to have extracied 
the genealogies of the Messiah from 
the public records, though, in some 
respects, defective 

This, if admitted, will reduce the 
deviations of quotations from the [le- 
brew text in the New Testament to a 
very small number: and there will 
be seldom need to have recourse to 
the strong measure of chargimg a mae 
terial corruption on the Hebrew 
text: I say se/dom, for they who 
would maintain that no such corrup- 
tions exist, seem to take an untenabie 
ground. If, however, the quotations 
in the New ‘Testament are to be re- 
garded as the criterza; a candid and 
careful examination of them must 
induce the conviction, that no ancient 
book extant has come down to us in 
such complete preservation as the 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament : 
and from long and patient investiga- 
tion of other documents, I am per- 
suaded that this is really the case. 

8. One thing more has powerfully 
impressed my mind on the subject, 
which I do not recollect to have met 
with in any writer, and which appears 
to give a higher and stronger sanc- 
tion to the Septuagint, in one material 
point, than almost any other conside- 
ration. The original names of the 
one-glorious, self-existent, and eter- 
nal God have been generally consi- 
dered as replete with meaning and 
instruction: nay, some have terened 
theories, which seem to imply that 
they are essential to correct views of 
Christianity ; at least they build very 
much upon them. I am far from 
denying that the able student of the 
sacred lan; guage may derive much 
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instruction humself from this source, 
and communicate it also to others: 
indeed, Loam tully convinced that 
this 1s the case. Phe undeniable 
faci, however, is this: that the Sep- 

ever any ol 
niuwes. Jenovan, 

ALEUMY, SHADD AT, 


tuagint scarcely USCS 
these Hebrew 

Jan, Mion (01 
&c. are not found in that version, but 


simply Kreios, Gees, vith EPiLly is of 


Greck derivation (exer Ht awe ‘hs 
Ina few instances). Now, im this 
respect, the sacred Ww riters ol the 


New ‘Vestament have uniformity fol- 


» . 7 a ola i ae 
lowed that version. To no quotation 


do thev subsutute the Hlebrew n 


wee 


not even where the other parts O1 the 


quotation vary trem the oeptuagia 
T ¢ fs tte 
Nav more: the whole New ‘Testa- 
“en 
ment is written on the same plan; 


ny 
hames and titles of 


and the tlebrew 
Jmunovan 
to, except * Damoruar Tas ina 
This, at least, shews 


- 
Gla Ho 


‘ 


are seldom even referred 
few Instances. 
that the Greek 
act materially wrong in that part © 
their plan, and that the Elebrew 
Hames are not essential to a rieht 
understanding of the Christian co- 
venant. 

‘Rhus Ll close my 
IT have 
imMpartiality. 
comparatively a noyiuate in) these 
thanktul tor 


transletors 


1 . Fe -* 
remarKes, WHICH 
endeavoured to make 


I confess mvselt to be 


with 


studies, and shall be 
correction or information of the sub- 
ject from my more learned brethren; 
and especially to be informed, whe- 
ther anv other translation of the Old 
Testament, or any part of it, except 


tiie Sepuny int, Is supposed to have 

been extant when the New ‘Vesta- 

mcnt Was wricten. wae. * 
To the Viditey Che Christian Ohscrs 


Sr ree + 5 a 
Aw hichiv esteemed Christran friend 
mec, some thre aco, a passare 


very nature bespeci- 


sent 
r : _— 
ol a sineulal 
,oAKS 


prophetical numbers JS5C0 


ine the 
and 1260, trom the French of Mon- 
sicur Count de Gebelin, which would 
sce to shew that these numbers are 


{ 
t 
c 
i 


On the Astronomical Property of the Numbers 2300 and 1260, [ July, 


of avery pecullar astronomical na- 
ture, and (to make use of the words 
of the triend who sent me the extract) 
that itis hardly frossedie but that 2300 
must be the true number given by 
the Holy Spirit, in Dan. vit. t+. The 


passage is as follows : 


* Textrait da Caractcre de Daniel 
par Monsieur Count de Gebelin. 
* Nroatons aces traits, la pariauite 

harmonic cwottrent les nombres 

prophettques avec ce gue la nature 
astronomique wa ce plus exact; har- 

Mone Cub aurol ete mconnue, si un 

savant de nos yours, Pun des plus 

grands astvonoines de notre siecle 
navoit rapproche la Revelation de la 

Nature; etude qu’on dedaigne, et 

qu'on devroit. faire cependant, lors 

mrcme ¢ que homme 


; i i 
dans la Revelation, pulsque ce seroit 
Peilort le plus prodigicus de Vesprit 
human, Peilort de Phomme le plus 
protond dans la connotssance de Ja 
nature, Vetfort dun homme. divin 
dont pamais aucun mortelwapprocha; 
cn serte que se vouer a Virnorance 


on ne verrol 


de ces choses, c'est ce priver de tres 
belles connol sSsanccs. 

Tua decouverte de ces Cycles fiar- 

donut nous parlons ict est con- 


’ " . ° 
Gans les Ny ¢ Mary ld CS Tir { Pie 


wren) . 
ee be Se 
guessChronologigiices et Astronomigucs, 


’ 


sur oitedducs Ie rer ils au Livre ae 


Daniel cul sont a ta tete des J/e- 
PONE AY j? star NCS le AM. de CAesanr, 
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sont les deux seuls nombres ronds 
qui fussent eycliques ct qui le fus- 
que leur difircice 
un cycle parfait et 


mantrere 
meme 


sent de 
fut elle 
Punique. 

li observe en particulier, sur le 
cycle de 1040, qu’ estle plus exact 
ewon conhoisse, ef meme Gueon pu- 
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works of MI. Chesauy are 


found in this part of the 
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kinedom, T have not had an oppor- 
tunity of referring to then. And | 
do not, at any Paley POSSESS the neces- 
sary qualifications, to enable me to 
parc; re of the accurecy of bis caleuls 

uit it seems worthy the at- 
tention of anv scienufice Christian im 


tions. 


the metropolis, to examinc these 
calculations, nnd communicate the 
public. 


MILLS LO the 


resuit of his ila 
much Pp: WS, and - how Ji ttle purpo sec, has 
been Spe nt, in endeavourin rs [0 discover a 
perfect astronomical cyc ‘s 


Reply of Mr, Biddulph to the Remarks on his Lectures. 





405 


One thing is certain, that there is 
ho previous improbability in the dis- 
coveries said to have been made by 
MI. Chesaux. When we consider the 
awful solemnity with which the an- 
hunctation of one ol the prophetical 
periods 1s accompanied (Dan. xil. 7.) 
Wwe must see that the Spinto God 
attaches to these periods 
possible degree of importance. Vhe 
discoveries of M. Chesaux contirm 
the ice thus been tauelht 
to form of their lmportance, by shew - 
Ing us that they are not w ritten only 
in the Scriptures, but that, to euard 
avainst the numbers being corrupted 
or changed by man, God has, with 
his own finger, engraved them on 
the system of the heavens. —The 
cternal Word and Wisdom o 


| : = 
we ty Feaer st 


as we have 


{ God, 


“ when in hi is } and 


He took the volde hn Compasses, prep: ured 
ln God's etern; il store, to circumsc ribe 
‘his universe and all created things,” 


did Gf M. Chesaux’s discoveries be 
Yue ) establish a Very re 
ation between those 


were In due 


markable re- 
ty Vy le ylyy *} 
ys 1OGSs, \ il 1 
tume to be revealed to 
his servants the prop 


‘ 
{ 
} 
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yheis, aS Measur- 
ine the duration of the prevailing 
power of the enemies of the church, 
and the apparent diurnal and annual 
revolutions of the heavens. And 
when we consider that both the natu- 
ral and moral universe of God, are 
probably tullof unseen and unknown 
relations, which it may be our de- 
hehbtful employment to trace and 
adore, in a more advanced Stace ot 
our existence, there ts, lf am sure, 
nothing incredible in the discoverics 
Chesaux 
YALL 


othe Editer of the Christian Obs: ryver 
T avake the hberty of achnowledg- 
ine, through the channel of your 
valuable work, my obligations to your 
correspondent H. N. T. 3S. for the 
very friendly manner in which he has 
spoken of me, and of my puny effort 
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practically to illustrate the excellent 
liturgy of our church. 

li, in speaking on the subject which 
has eneaered the critical attention of 
H. N YL. S., [T have incantiously 
usse fed in one passage, what I have 
treated as conjeciurad In other pas- 
sages, [ cordially beg his pardon. I 
received my view of the matter irom 
Bishop Sullinefleet’s Origines Bri- 
tann:ca,* and followed him without 
further mquiry then what he afforded 
mic. My situation in the ministry 
has not admitted critical investiga- 
tion; and if I have been enabied to 
surgvest only “/rectical”’ hints which 
wey be rendered useful, it is all I 
have aimed at. My essays were 
chieily written early in the mornings 
of a wincer season, before those inter- 
ruptions conimenced, to which Iam 
hourly exposed throughout the day. 
} am fully conscious that they savour 
tow little of the lamp. 

The account which I have given 
of the martyrdom of St. Thomas, is 
conveyed In the very words of Cave, 
to whom [| have made a general ac- 
knowledgment of obligation. The 
ecorraphy of India is now better 
understood than it was when that 
learned author edited his biographical 
sketches. 

As these errors do not affect my 
main object, I do not consider them 
as any serious evils. But, if mv 
work should be so far honoured as to 
proceed to another edition, I shall 
thankfully attend to the friendly re- 
marks of your correspondent. 

‘here is, however, another in- 
stance of censure passed on me by 
H.N.T.S. which, as | do not per- 
ecive that it is deserved, | shall also 
notice. It occursin his last note but 
one. He thinks that, in my essay on 
the Collect for the 5th Sunday after 
Trinity (vol. 1. p. 471.), I have made 
the period of our Lord’s nativity to 
synchronize with the rest which the 
churches enjoyed after the termina- 


* Ina note annexed to my missionary 
sermon, I have stated the authority on 
which the Bishop founds his opinivn that 
st. Paul preached in Britain 
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tion of the persecution which com- 
menced with the death of Stephen ; 
and that I have identified the political 
tranquillity of the former, with the 
ecclesiastical iranquillity of the latter. 
[ have carefully read the passage as 
it stands In my cssay, and cannot dis- 
cern the “inadvertence” charged on 
me. Let the whole drift of tie para- 
graph be considered, and PF concen 
that no such anachronism er identis- 
cation will appear. * We loci up to 
God as the governor of the untverse, 
We consider his church as the erent 
object of his care, and we bescech 
him to order all things in the course 
of his providence so as to promote 
its welfare. And forasmuch as it ap- 
pears to us, that a peaceable state of 
the world is best calculated to pro- 
mote his glory and the advantage of 
his church, we pray, without pretend- 
ing to prescribe to his wisdom, or to 
direct his measures, that peace may 
universally prevail among men. We 
recollect that the time of our Lord’s 
nativity was an ceraof general tranquil- 
lity among the nations of the earth ;* 
and that the churches throughout 
all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
having rest from tumult and perse- 
cution, were ecified, Snd, walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comilorts of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied.” 

My object was to produce two in- 
stances of tranquillity, distinguished 
both as to their time of occurrence, 
and their nature, in which peace had 
proved beneficial to the church, for 
the purpose of justifying the petition 
of the collect. 

I have endeavoured, Mr. Editor, to 
be as concise as possible in these re- 
marks, belng unwilling tooccupy your 
valuable pages in what I consider to 
be of small importance,—my own vin- 
dication. I remain your obedicnt 
servant, 

1HOS. i, BIDDULPH. 
Bristol, June 15, 1811. 
* Inthe former edition, there was a se- 


micolon after * earth ;” and it should have 
been retained inthe latter. 
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FAMILY SERMONS. No. XXXI. 


» Cor. v. 10O.—We must all afipear 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. 
Ir is said to have been the custom 
in Egypt, when kings died, and were 
thus “reduced to a evel with their 
fellow-creatures, for their subjects to 
bring them to trial, aad to pass sen- 
ience on their past lives. And the 
expectation of this trial is said to have 
had such an effect on them as to have 
produced succession of the best 
kings who ever gevernce any coun- 
try. But how fee bly dees such a 
practic Cc repre: sent tousthe je dym enc 
spoken of in the text! — words 
describe a moreawful prospect ! Can 
they bring before us a Bot in which 
every man ismoredeepiy interested! 
Do not all human concerns shrink 
into nothue, when bras ech with 
this’ Let us then, us we are reason- 
able creatures, as We value our souls, 
ceive our attention to this solemn 
subject. The text establishes several 
poiuts which I shall examine tn their 

order. 

I. There will be a future judgment. 
—I need not say that the text is not 
the only passage waich declares the 
same truth. Numerous are the pas- 
saves in. which this awful event is 
placed before us, in language which 
may dismay the boldest unbcliever. 
There are few, however, who «vow 
unbelief on this point. But here, as 
ina multitude of other cases, there 
is much secret unbelief, which, if not 
so mischievous to others, is yet as 
ruinous to those who harbour it. And 
even in the minds of those who be- 
lieve this truth, how feebie is th 
influence of that belief! It may be of 
use, therefore, with a view to con- 
firm our faith, and to realize in our 
minds this awful scene, if I attempt 
to shew the reasonadleness, or rather 
tae necessity, ofa judg ement to come. 

. Itisnecessary, in the first place, 
in onde to vindicate the holiness of 
(rod.—It is essential to our notion of 
God, that he be a rewarder of virtue 
and a punisher of vice. “THfe who 


-- 
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cometh unto God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek im.” But 
if we look abroad into the world, we 
conunually see the good wfilicted, 
and the bad prospering. “his world 
is piuinly not the place of reward 
or punishment; nor are the conse. 
quences which attend virtue and vice 
here, such as to mark the fecling 
with which God regards them, such 
as to vindicate his holiness. The 
expression of the divine ieelings 
then is delayed for some future state, 

in which it will ciearly be seen that 
he renders “to every man according 
—* indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil— 
but glory, honour, and peace to every 
man that worketh gocod.’”—Let the 

impenitent recollect this: let them 
recofiect that punishment is only de- 
layed, not remitted. The time will 
come, when the Judge “ shall be re- 
vealed in flaming fire, taking ven. 
eeance on them that know not God 

and obey not the Gospel.’’—Let the 

penitent also understand this. God 
docs not forget “to be gracious :” he 

only deters reward till it can be un- 

changeably given, and till we shall be 

no longer pr one, as now, to abuse the 

biessings of Ged. 

2. A future judgement is further 
necessary, on account of the nature of 
religicn and of sinm—Relicion is no 
single act of well-doing, nor isa state 
of sin a singie act of evil-doing. Re- 
ligion is the habit of doing right, 
and a state of sin the habit of doing 
wrong. A man whose principles, 
whose habits, whose love and faith 
and penitence, are such, in the main, 
as become the disciple of Christ, 
may, through the force of sudden 
temptation, or In a moment of pe- 
culiar weakness, violate, in a single 
instance, the law which he honours. 
A man may also occasionally perform 
an act, or feel a sentiment, right in 
itself, whose habits and principles 
are generally offensive to God. In 
these cases an instant decision would 
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ijt agree with the plan of the divine 
government. It is in the future 
judgement, that the justice of God, 
und ihe sincerity of man, will have 
room to display themselves. God 
wilt decide not upon a day, but a lite; 
upoh a singic act, but a habit; 
Bot upon a single or occasional in. 
stance of virtue or vice, but on those 
imunbericss good and evil qualities, 
‘lispositions, and actions which dis- 
tineuish the saint —_ the sinner.— 
Let the impfer t lay this to heart. 
Yn this w ai a ae for virtue 
is cheaply carned. A’ few 
chartiy, a small shew of amiabie qua- 
ites, wil serve the worldly judge. 
iat God locks at the life, at the 
words and actions of every minute, at 
that flow ef the thoughts, that course 
of the feehnes, that chain of princi- 
rics and motives which alone make 
the munv—Let the frue frenitéent, on 
the other hand reflect, that God, on 
tuisscheme, can forget the sia which 
condemns hin for cver in the judg- 
ment of the world; that God, though 
he overlooks not even a single sin 
ubrepented of, looks chiefly to the 
ruling principles, and the prevailing 
habits. Only repent truly of your 
sins, and beiicve the Grspel with a 
living faith, and, whatever the world 
may Sav, for you there is hope in 
the end. 

Hl. Having considered the certain- 
ty. as well as the reasonableness, or 
rather the necessit v, ofa future judg- 
it, L proceed to consider, in the 
ur rsality.——_None 


“We must 
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he COM a7 
H 
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eiail ve CXCMPe trou tt. 


a/i stand before the pad: ement-seat oL 
Christ.’ OM this head, as on the 
oe ry | micht observe, that the 
passages establishing it are lanume- 


rable, and certainly there are few so 
hold as openly to deny it. Bat suil 
there ure many who make a sort of 
exception in theirown favour, which 
serves to defeat all the good they 
might otherwise derive froin the 


doctrine, 


1. ‘he poor and ignorant man 
savsy “ However God may judge 
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others, there will be a milder rule for 


judging me: to me, little is given, 
and therefore little will be required 
mc.’ Now, whatever truth there 
might be in this excuse, in a case 
where instruction was impossible, it 
can apply to none who possess the 
opportunities of know!edge, and 1, eg 
lect them. it can apply to none who 
know enouzh of the?r bibles to make 
this excuse. Inthiscountry, at least, 
there are any who do not 
know cnourh of the demands of God 
and the duties of man to deprive 
them of all apotogy for sin. The 
day of pudgment will bring them also 


vey if 
‘CW, li 


to th ¢ trial. Lhe small, as well as 
the creat, will stand before God on 


that « day. It will be determined with 
respect to every man, whether he 
has indeed acted up io the light which 
he possessed; whether he did not 
love darkness rather than heht, be- 
cause his deeds were evil. Let none 
of us, thea, dare to presume on an 
ignorance which, instead of being an 
excuse for our sins, is perhaps itself 
our greatest sin, being the parent of 
all the rest. 

2. The man visited by tedious and 
severe afflictions is sometimes dis- 
posed to ee that the day of judg- 

has little to do with him, “I 
psig’ It is true,’ he will say ; 
suffered ¢ God 


meit 
have 
‘ but have i not also 


puuishes the sinner either in this 
world or the next: he has sent me 
nmiy portion of afilic tion here: I have 
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for eternity.” But on what 
such notions rest? Does 


little fear { 
authority do 


God ever speak of sorrow as an ex- 
piation or atonemie ‘nt for sin ? Sorrow 


has its proper office. Itis designed to 
conscience and soften the 
heart ; eodly sorrow worketh 
repentance unto life. But it was 
never —s to take place of the 
atonement of Christ, or of the sanc- 
tification of the Spirit. The man, in- 
deed, who improves afflictions to pur- 
poses of piety, humility, and peni- 
tence, though he sow in tears. will 
reap in joy. Those who do not will 


exchange the lighter afilictions of 
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‘ime, for an eternal weight of mise- 
ry ; the disquiets of this life, for the 
avonies of another ; and grief which, 
at the worst, may be endured, for the 
worm which never dies, and the fire 
which is never quenched. 

A third class, very differen 
from the last, consists of those whe. 
because their outward clreumstances 
are prosperous, assume that the yudy- 
ment of God ts already pronounced 
in their favour, and that they have 
thercfore lithe need to prepare tor 
the judement-scat of Christ. As 
the one concludes that the sufferings 
of this life will preserve them from 
‘he sulfering’s of another, so the other 
imagines thi iL their prosperity here 
affords them a sufficient promise of 
happiness in the world to come. 
(rod, they flatter themselves, would 
not bless those with success, with 
whom he was displeased. Their 
sentence, they therefore think, is al- 
yeady passed; and if they also shall 
be called to stand at the judemeit- 
seat of Christ, it will be rather 
io swell his triumph than to submit 
to his scratiny. But here I would 

wall ASK, W hat is the erouad of suca 
an expectauon ? Does not the Bible 
often present to us the very worst 
men in the most prospereus circum- 
tances, as H, by bestowing wealth on 

, God meant to shew how hittle 
\ ane he sets upon its * When I 
went Into the sanctuary, then saw I 
the end of these men. Surely thou 
didst set them in slippery places.’’ 
in what awful language is the fall 
ond judgement of one of the mightiest 
und most prosperous men the world 
ever saw described. * How has the 
oppressor ceased! Hell from be- 
neath 1s moved for thee, to meet thee 
at hy coming. Thy pomp is brought 
down to the grave: the worm is 
spread under thee, and the worms 
cover thee.” And in another place, 
‘fell hath enlarged herself and 

opened her mouth without measure : 
their glory, and their multitude, and 
thelr pomp, and he that rejoiceth 
shall go down into it.’ 

© hrist. Obsery. No, 115. 
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Lastly, there are professors of 
religion who,deeming themselves the 
children of God, though they obey 
not the truth, may reason thus : “ My 
interest is secure in Carist. My lite 
is hid with Christ in God. My 
sins are forgiven; my fate sealed. 
My name is written in the book of 
lite. God witnesseth with my spirit 
that IT ama child of God, one adopted 
into his family : I cannot be cast out. 
Wiy therctorc, should I think of the 
judgment- scat of Christ, as a thing 
Which will affect me?” Butare such 
professors of religion already judg- 
ed and acquitted: Who, then, are 
those who shail say, * Lord, Lord,” 
to whoo. Christ shall answer, “J 
never knew you £’’? Who are those 
that shall plead the works they have 
donc in his name, and yet be spurned 
trom Is feet as men unknown to 
him? Let none of us presume on our 
profession, that we shall not also 
stand beiore Christ to be judged. 
Our profession is to be measured and 
Weighed, our sincerity to be estima- 
ted, our solid worth to be tried, by 
the balance of the sanctuary. We 
may have a name to live, and yet be 
dead; dead to all the real ends of 
our being, to the honour of God, to 
the real good of our tellow-creatures. 

We must ali stand before the judg- 
ment-seat of ron rist, that every oie 
may rene the things done in the 
body according to that he hath done, 
whether it tbe e-ood or bad.” 

Lif. I would, in conclusion, make 
afew observations on the nature of 
this judgment, drawn from the cha. 
racter of the jndze before “whom 
we must all stand. 

1, We may be assured that every 
thing will be there decided on the 
principles of the Gospel of Christ : 
And what are theses That by faith 
we are saved 5 by faith we are justi- 
fied ;—that faith worketh by love ; 
that faith without works is dead, 
What then is cur hope’ Are we 
trusting in our moral lives, in our 
having abstained from certain sins, 
and practised certain yirtues? “ By 

3 Ji 
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erace,’ says the Apostle, “are ye 
saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gilt of God; not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 
Maith in a cructiied Redeemer is the 
ouly shicld which can be interposed 
bouveen us and the anger of God : it 
is the only plea of the guilty, the 
only refuge of the destitute. But 
there are many empty pretenders to 
faith. Ts our faith then of a barren 
aud untruittul kind? Is our faith ofa 
kind which can leave us useless, une 
kind, unjust! When a fellow-crea- 
ture is in distress, can we withhold 
our help? When the poor are in 
want, can we withhold from them a 
share of our plenty? Are we be- 
lievers in Christ, and yet proud, or 
harsh, or idle, or worldly,or covetous, 
or surly, or passionate. or dissipated : 
Can we believe, and yet neelect 
Christ, and the creatures of Christ ? 
If so, let us go to the 25th chapter 
of St. Matthew's Gospel, and study 
there the most awful scene which 
perhaps even the hand of inspiration 
ever unveiled tothe eyes of man. 
‘* Inasrnuch as ye did it not unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
didit not unto me ; depart, ye cursed, 
into everlasting: fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”” Surely, scenes 
and savings such as these oueht to 
affect us. Weak as is the faith of 
many. cold and scanty as is their be- 
nevolence and practical piety, how 
can they rest in quiet while such 
judgments hang over them’ Docs 
the guilty crimimal fecl no emotion 
on the cve of his trial? And shail not 
we! Shall every trumpet of heaven 
summon us to watch and pray, and 
shall we sleep on and take our rest? 
Will men never rouse but with the 
last thunders? Will thev never 
awake but to see God face to face? 
Shail not ce at least look forward to 
this last tremendous day, rehearse it 
in our thoughts, prepare for it by all 
that faith and praver and vigilance 
can, through the blood of Christ, and 
the power of his Spirit, eect for us? 
O Jet us be ready, for we know not 
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the hour when the Son of man 
cometh ! 

2. Butif Christ ts to be the judge, 
Ict us consider the awe on the one 
hand, and the consolation on the 
other with which his presence will 
invest the trial. The impenitent must 
all stand before the judyment-seat of 
Christ; they must see the author of 
that Gospel which they have so long 
refused to hear—the author of those 
invitations which they have rejected, 
and of the promises which they have 
not believed. ‘Those who have thus 
trampled on the cross of Christ shall 
behold the once crucified Saviour 
exalted at the right hand of God. 
Those who have thus crucified him 
afresh shall see the heed, once crown- 
ed with thorns, adorned with many 
crowns. They shall behold * a white 
cloud, and one sitting upon it like to 
the Son of Man, having on his head 
a golden crown, and tn his hand a 
sharp sickle,” and they shallhear “a 
voice saying to him, Thrust in thy 
sickle and reap, for the time is come 
and the harvest of the world is ripe.” 
And it is added, * they shall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which 
is poured out without mixture into 
the cup of his indignation, and they 
shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb.’ Can such language describe 
the final state of the impenitent, and 
of usif weare so? is it tobe believed 
that any creatures should be so failen, 
so corrupt, so hardened, as to con- 
tinue in sin, while surrounded by de- 
clarations such as these; whilst lan- 
ouage 1s exhausted to frame curses 
deep enough and loud enough to awe 
them into submission ? Is this ur 
condition ? Are we still impenitent ! 
Are we yet followers of the world, 
forgetful of eternity, negligent of 
Christ’ O let us call up before our 
eyes the awful images with which 
Scripture clothes the day of judg- 
ment. Let us consider all that 1s 
implied in that short sentence, “ We 
must all appear before the judgment: 
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seat of Christ ;’? and let us turn to 
the Lora, tor he will yet have mercy 
upon us, and to our God, for he wii 
yel par don. 

But, on the other hand, what an un- 
speak «ble Co! isOlation Is It to the hum- 
ble discipie of Christ, that he also ts 
to suund at che yudgment-seat of his 
crucitied Master! If we are of this 
happy Class, We shall go to no tribu- 
nal with tue laws ot "wldcls we are 
unacquainted; we shall go to be 
judy; eu DY he everlasting Gos} el. 
We shall behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world; 
We Shall sce him, once despised and 
rejecucd of Men, Once degraded and 

cruciued for our sakes, now exalted 
to ie throne of his Father, now robed 
with the glory which he had laid 
asiic.s Now able to fuliil his promfses, 
to .ccomplish his a to re- 
ward his servants. Phe Lamb 
Which is in the midst of the throne 
shal, {ced them, and shail lead them 
unto living fountains of waters, and 
God siall wipe away ail tears from 
their eves.” Tine power of his grace 
and the efficacy of his biood are not 
exiausted. * Fear not: I am the 
first and the last. I am he that liveth 
and was dead, and beioid I am alive 
for evermore, and have the keys of 
heil and of deatn.”? As IL. before 
asked whether there were among us 
hearts hard enough not to be awed 
by the tareatenings of religion, so I 
now ask, Are there hearts hard 
cnough not to be softened by its pro- 
mises and invitations? What more 
couid God have done tor his vine- 
yard What strains of encourage- 
ment, of love, of grace, are leit un- 
tried by the kindness of God our 
Saviour? OQ may our hearts be touch- 
ed by tnem ! May the all-sufficiency 
of divine erace appear in our progress 
and Confirmation in holiness! May 
Christ and his salvation be precious 
in our eyes! In the different stages 
of life, and on the bed of death, may 
this be ail our consolation and all our 
desire ! Then shall we rejoice before 
him at his coming. Then shall we 
Join that blessed assembly above, who 
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rest not day nor night giving glory to 
God and the Lamb. “ Worthy art 
thou to receive power and riches, and 
wisdom and strength, and honour 
and glory; for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests, and we shall 
reign for ever and ever. Amen.” 
SS 


To the Editot of the Christian Observer. 

Tr the clerical gentleman who prc- 
poses a very Important question, 
through the medium of your corres- 
pondent Nascirur, will condescend 
to notice the remarks of a lay brother, 
the following are much at his service, 
provided you wii! allow them a place 
in your valuable publication. 

I conceive, then, that a clergyman, 
who believes those peculiar doctrines 
which distinguish Christianity from 
ai] other religious systems, is bound, 
both as a minister of the Gospel and 
as a son of the church, to preach 
those doctrines to his parishioners as 
soon as he enters upon the duties of 
his cure. ‘The reasons assigned for 
this need not be very numerous, but 
to me they appear extremely cogent. 

On being inducted into the living; 
he undertakes the ‘cure of souls, 

‘he souls of all his parishioners are 
committed to his care. His callin 
and duty is to “watch for sou?s as 
one that must give an account” of 
them. He is * to feed the flock,” and 
that net with the empty husks of 
mere ethics, or the dry mpooulatsons 
of “ philosophy falsely so called,’ 
but with “the bread of life,” without 
which the souls must perish of that 
“flock which God will require at 
his hands.” Let him then institute 
a few computations in moral arith- 
metic; and first let him ascertain 
the value of the soul. 
“Knows he th’ importance of a soul im- 

mortal ? 
Behold this midnight glery; worlds on 
worlds ! 
Amazing pomp ! redoubie this amaze ; 
Ten thousand add, and twice ten thousand 


more: 
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Then weigh the whole ; one sou/ outweighs 
them all ; 

And calls th’ astonishing magnificence 

Of unintelligent creation poor,” 

Suppose next, that, according to a 
prudent plan of gradually introducing 
the light of the Gospel into his pa- 
rish, he lets six months pass away 
before he throws upon his congrega- 
tion the full blaze of evangelical 
truth: suppose, too, that his parish 
contains a thousand souls who have 
no saving acquaintance with the 
Chrisuan religion. Let him compute 
how many of these will probably die 
in the course of that six months, and 
he will find that they wai be at Icast 
eighteen. Now, since * fuath comes 
by hearing and ies by the word 
of God; for how shall they hear 
without a preacher ©” the ¢reat pro- 
bability is, that these eighteen souls 
have “perished for lack of know- 
ledge,” and gone to their final * ac- 
count with all their impericctions on 
their head.’ 

In opposition to this statement, it 
may, | am aware, be urged, that a 
clergyman, by a slow and gradual in- 
troduction of cvang clical principles 
into his sermons, may INnsinuate him- 
self into the favour of his people, and 
thus ultimatcly ‘gain more to the 
fold of the great Shepherd. But 
this, I fear, is neither more nor less, 
than doing evil that ~— may come. 
It is certainly infringing upon apos- 
tolic precepts, and deviating widely 
from the primitive pattern. The 
reat command to *& preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature,’ is doubtless 
binding upon every clergyman so far 
as to preach the Gospel to every 

creature in his parish, who does not 
attend to scriptural truths delivercd 
by other ministers of the Gospel. So 
that, if eightcen souls dic before he 
commence his operations as a minis- 
ter of the truth, he manifestly breaks 
this command. He is also “inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost” to take 


upon himself the office of a Christian 
minister: he therefore ought to ap- 
propriate the language of an apostle 


to himscif—“ Ive unto me if I 
preach not the gospel ;”’ and, in fact 
lies under the weight of that woe so 
lo long as he neglects so to preach. 
Ife is likewise bound to imitate the 
example of those who “ ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ ;”’ and 
is under tle same obligation as 
‘Timothy was, * to shew himself a/- 
frroved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth : to preach 
the word; to be instant, 7” season, out 
of season ; to reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long-suffering and doctrine ; 
to watch in all things; and make full 
jiroof of the nature of his ministry.” 
—!rom these passages, I think it 
evident that no Christian minister 
can sately, aud without violating his 
allegiance to the great Head of the 
church universal, blench tor a single 
week from a full and unequivocal 
statement of the genuine doctrines 
of the Gospel. 

Let us next notice what is require 
ed of him as a clergyman of the 
church of England. On induction 
into his living, he must read before 
his congregation, the shirty-nine 
articlés, and declare his unfeiened 
assent andconsent tothem. Also,con- 
formably to the 59th canon, “ Every 
parson, vicar, or curate, upon every 
Sunday and holy-day, before evening 
prayer, shail, for half an hour or 
more, examine and instruct the youth 
and ignorant persons of his parish in 
the ten commandments, ‘he articles 
of the belief, and in the Lord’s pray- 
er; and shall diligently hear, instruct, 
and teach them the catechism set forth 
in the book of common prayer.” Now, 
this duty of instructing and cate- 
chising the young persons of the 
parish, thus enjoined weekly, will 
most probably be as new and extra- 
ordinary to the parishioners, as any 
doctrinal peculiarities a clergyman 
can introduce into his sermons ; and 
will doubtless expose him to as much 
odium and contumely from the 
thoughtless and irreligious, And 
farther, I do not see how he can 
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faithfully discharge this duty of z- 
structing and teaching the articles of 
the belief, without clearly explaining 
the plan of redemption, and incul- 
cating Christian conduct upon Chris- 
tian motives, that is, without doing 
immediately what the qucerist takes 
for granted may be postponed: for 
I am totally at a loss to conjecture 
upon what principles a clergyman 
can be compelled to instruct the 
children of his parish in the peculiar 
truths of our holy religion, and yet 
justified in leaving the parents of 
those children and other grown per- 
sons to erope in the darkness of igno- 
rance, until a prudent time arrives 
for him to “bring those doctrines 
belore his audience.” 

[ presume the fathers of the Ene- 
lish church may be safely referred to, 
as highly worthy of imitation on 
such an occasion as the one we are 
now considering: for surely no parish 
can now be found in Englandof which 
the inhabitants are less disposed to 
be taught the truths of pure and un- 
defiled religion, than they were in the 
ume of the sixth Edward, when the 


land was just emerging from the 
“thick darkness” of Popery. Yet, 


what was then done! The first three 
homilies on “ reading the holy Scrip- 
tures,’ on “the misery of all man- 
kind,” and on “the salvation of all 
mankind,” shew, that it was not then 
thought prudent to waste much time 
in discussing “the points on which 
the pastor and his new flock were 
speculatively agreed ;’? but, on the 
contrary, to convince them, as soon 
as possible, that they were in a state 
“of condemnation to death everlast- 
ing,” and then to urge them to adopt 
the only plan of justification before 
God. 

lor my own part I can imagine 
no plan that would bid fair to be 
more useful, on a clergyman’s induc- 
on Into a living where the genuine 
doctrines of the church had been 
neglected, than the first time he en- 
ters the pulpit to take up with him 
the book of Homilics, which, by the 
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80th canon, are always to be at hand, 
and, either by reading the three ser. 
mons I have above mentioned, or 
quoting from them and commenting 
upon them, prove that the doctrines 
he means to enforce from that pulpit, 
and tc exemplify in his life, are the 
doctrines contained in the Homilies 
of the church, as well as in the arti- 
cles he has just been reading at the 
desk. Such a procedure would forci- 
bly strike thé minds of the thinking 
part of the congregation, would con- 
vince them that their new rector or 
vicar, whatever he might be in other 
respects, was a faithful son of the 
church, and might, under the bles- 
sing of God, awaken some minds to 
a concern about eternal things, who, 
in less than the six months I have be- 
fore spoken of, may be called to ex- 
change worlds, and thus, through the 
prompt instrumentality of this dili- 
eent servant of God, enter upon aa 
“inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and which fadeth not away.” 
I am, &c. 
ACADEMICUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Tuer following thoughts on the ques- 
tion communicated by Nascirur,y 
(number for May, p. 291) have for- 
cibly struck my mind; if they have 
not been anticipated by other corres- 
pondents, thelr appearance in your 
miscellany may excite farther inquiry 
and lead to an ampler discussion of 
the subject. 

The grand end which a Christian 
minister has in view, is the promo- 
tion of the spiritual and eternal wel- 
fare of the people committed to his 
charge. To the accomplishment of 
this end he will find nothing more 
favourable than the possession of the 
eoodwill and affection of his flock; 
whilst, on the contrary, he will find 
nothing more disadvantageous to his 
labours, no greater bar to his useful- 
ness than prejudice, suspicion, and 
want of confidence on the part of his 
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people. This being allowed, it ap- 
pears that the question of Nascitur 
muy be easily answered; for it is 
clearly the duty of a minister to avoid 
whatever has a tendency to interfere 
with his usefulness, and consequently 
it becomes his duty carefully to re- 
frain from giving occasion to preju- 
dice against himself or his doctrine. 
Now I can hardly conceive how the 
peculiar doctrines of the Gospel can 
be plainly, familiarly, and broadly 
preached among a people unaccus- 
tomed to them, without calling forth 
that virulent opposition and bitter 
prejudice, which the pride of the bu- 
man heart is so ready to betray. 
Every thing will be heard with sus- 
picion; offence will naturally be 
taken: the minister will be generally 
disliked and his ministry ‘despised 
and forsuken, till many will i yobably 
withdraw themselves altogether from 
hearing whatso much disgusts them, 
and ttus close, by their determined 
prejudice,every avenue to future con- 
vicuon. To prevent so unhappy an 
occurrence, it seems the duty of < 

clergyman, entering on a cure foe 
the pecuil:r doctrines of Christianity 
have been little or not at all insisted 
on, to preach and act at first with 
caution, anxious to avoid shewing 
any invidious distinction between 
himself and his brethren; and care- 
ful, whilst he endavours to concillate 
the goodwill and esteem of his flock, 
by shewing how far he and they 
agree, not for a moment to betray 
those grand and fundamental points, 
which he rightly conceives to be the 
basis ofall true religion, and of which 
his hearers for the present may have 
very indistinct or even erroneous no- 
tions. Whilst he chiefly dwells on 
points which are acknowledged by 
all, let him take every opportunity of 
interweaving with his discourses 
those sentiments that will perpetu- 
ally occur to his own mind, and which 
may be introduced without violently 
shocking his hearers. Let him gra- 


dually lead them from one step to 
another, and they will almost imper- 
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ceptibly follow: let his tone of 
preaching be raised, as the disposi. 
tion of the people to hear grows 
stronger. There is every probability 
that he will not proceed long on this 
plan, before cyangelical truth will 
become welcome to his people ; and 
that, the divine blessing resting on 
his labours, the servant of Christ will! 
see of the travail of his Redeemer’s 
soul and will be satisfied. In the pro- 
secution of this plan, a clergyman will 
find himself wonderfully assisted by 
our excellent Liturgy, which on this 
Occasion presents itself as of peculiar 
value: itis a sort of standard to which 
appeal may constantly be made, aral- 
lying point round which all are acreed 
to assemble, a form of sound words, 
which the generality at least of the 
members of our church unite in 
using, and to which they are willing 
to give full assent. This being the 
case, & minister may always use its 
venerable language without exciting 
disgust ; and, by quoting its autho- 
rity, may often shew his hearers and 
himself to be speculatively agreed 
on points, which, if they had heard 
them detached and separate, they 
would have condemned as rank me- 
thodism and wild enthusiasm. 

I am well aware, that to my whole 
reasoning it may be objected, that to 
act in the gradual and insinuating 
way above recommended, iS indeed 
in worldly affairs prudent and com- 
mendable, but that, in the concerns 
of rcligion, it is to yield to an unbe- 
coming cowardice; that frudence 
here is but another name for indiffe- 
renee, and caution but another word 
for fear, It may be urged, that to 
conduct oneself with so much anxious 
solicitude, is to intimate that the suc- 
cess of the Gospel depends on human 
endeavours rather than on divine 
power: striving to accommodate 
niatters, and to reconcile fallen man 
to Gospci truth, by softening down 
that truth to his taste, is, it may be 

said, no better than adding to or tak- 
ing away from the words of the Sa- 
cred Oracles. But, before we yield 
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co these objections, let us recoliect 
that the {plan proposed is far from 
authorizing any dereliction of evan- 
eclical truth, any the least declension 
from sound doctrine. The Gospel 
message 1s still to be delivered in all 
its purity, with all its unbending firm- 
ness; but itis to be couched in terms, 
which may render its acceptance 
more probable ; it is to be proposed 
ina manner, which may, if possible, 
prevent its outward form from being 
any longer disgusting. It is truc that 
the grace of God can, and without 
doubt in numerous instances does, 
render the Gospel effectual, when it 
is published without any such pre- 
cautions as those above-named; but 
I would ask, does not the economy 
of God in general require, for the 
accomplishment of any purpose, the 
best exertions of human reason, and 
does not the Divine Being promise 
to superadd his blessing to ovr ci. 
deavours ? Are we not endowed with 
facultics to discern the best metiiods 
of proceeding, and are we not expect- 
ed to take those methods while we 
earnestly implore divine assistance ? 
It must be allowed that the Gospel 
will, after all the labour of Christ’s 
faithful ministers, and all their en- 
deavours to make it attractive and 
engaging, be by many rejected, and 
by all, in an unregenerate state, dis- 
liked and treated with indifference. 
On the blessing of God must all suc- 
cess depend. All this, however, be- 
ing allowed, a minister must use the 
means best calculated to make his 
exertions successful; and, being con- 
scious that he does so, he may, with 
some deeree of confidence, expect to 
see fruit from his labours. 


| 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
My attention has been drawn to a 
paper in a late number, p. 294, from 
« female correspondent, respecting 
“the Difficulties of a Country Cler- 
svman’s Wife,” in her mode of visit- 
the 
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uninterested in the matter, I have 
givell it some Consideration. sud iake 
leave to Communicate the vesulc of 
my reflections to your inspection. I 
take it for granted that she, with eve- 
ry real Christian, daily consults the 
word of God for “ instruction in 
riglteousness,’? and that she prays 
with the royal Psalmist, “ that it may 
be a lamp to her feet, and a light to 
her paths.” She desires earnestiy 
that the law of God may be her de- 
light and the rule of her lite. Having 
therefore this object in view, sie 
copteniplates with adiiiring love the 
character of her Saviour, and in ira 
behoids the grand exemplar of true 
Christian virtue. She sees that che 
law of love was all fulfilled in Him, 
who was himself periecuion. Every 
opportunity which presented iself 
he improved in doing p,ood; but in 
amore peculiar manicr did he direct 
the grand scope of his beneficence 
towards the poor. Ile announced to 
them, that one leading principle of 
his Gospel consisted, in its being 
preached to the /vor, and emphiati- 
callv styled them dlessed: “ Blessed 
are ye poor, for yours is the kingdom 
of God.’? He who was lord of all, 
condescended to periorm the most 
menial offices, in order to teach his 
followers an example of humility ; 
yet if we follow him through the 
whole course of his kibour of love, I 
think we never read that his conde- 
scension subjected him to contempt, 
or betrayed those around him into an 
undue familiarity. On the contrary, 
the inspived writers give us many 
proofs of that respect and deference 
which were paid to him on all occa- 
sions. In all their prefatory addresses 
to Him, he was ever accosted by the 
titles of Lord, Rabbi, cr Muster, and 
these were only so many acknow- 
Iedgments of his confessed superi- 
ority of distinction above themselves. 


There was doubtless exhibited in 
him, a majesty of manner, blended 
with such concillating sweetness, 
that, whilst the one forbad the ap- 
pearance of irreverence, the other 
constrained the sick, the weary. and 
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heavy-laden to go to him for rest. 
Hence the Christian, being spiritu- 
ally united to Christ by faith, par- 
takes of the spirit of Christ, and this 
vital union becomes influential in 
producing, in the life and conversa- 
tion, an humble conformity and re- 
semblance tohim. Perhaps we can- 
not have a better criterion of the 
sincerity of our love to Christ, than 
by forming a due estimation of what 


is our measure of love to the poor of 


the flock—/for his sake. This holds 

rood of all Christians, whether in the 
higher or middle rank of society. In 
perfect accordance with the example 
of our blessed Redeemer, an apostle 
enjoins, “that we condescend to men 
of low estate,’ and “ that we do geod 
ubto aill.’’ It follows by consequence, 
that these injunctions being elven, 
we are to obey them. It appears to 
mie that the obligations of this Chris- 
tian Charity, as It respects the spiri- 
tual and temporal wants of men, are 
proportionably ereateror less,accord- 
ine to that station in life we are called 
by Divine Providence to fill. Now, 
1 apprebend that every real Christian 
entertains an exalted view of the 
sacred importance of the ministerial 
office, and of the maenitude of those 
Various requirements, religiousiy, 
and relatively connected with it. 
Permit me then to ask, if the am- 
bassador of Christ 1s not only to bea 
icacher in divine things, but an en- 
sample to all in oveey thing that is 
lovely and of good report, s should not 
the wife of a clergyman be exem- 
plary beyond the erdinary walk of a 
more private Character! St. Paul, in 
his apostolic charge to Timothy, 
teaches, that the wives of ministers, 
are “to be found faithful in all things.” 
‘this evidently implies, that “ ¢hey 
are fiecidiarly bound,’ conscientiously 
to evidence their suitableness as 
helps-micet for their husbands ; that 
by practicaliy commending religion, 


and by their humility, love, and zeal 
for God’s glory in promoting the 
present comfort and final salvation 
of sinners, they mav adorn the doc- 
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trine of God their Saviour in al] 
things. 

Having attempted to shew what 
was the line of conduct pursued by 
our Saviour for our imitation ; very 
briefly sketched out the important 
situation of a Christian minister, in 
order to prove that the wife of a mi- 
nister zs under peculiar obligations 
to advance the good of her fellow- 
creatures; it only remains to offer 
one or two hints respecting the mode. 
First, that familiarity of which Louisa 
complains, I think, may ever be pre- 
vented by herself maintaining an even 
course betwixt an appearance of 
haughtiness, and any thing like the 
equalizing of herdeportment to alcvel 
with those with whom her duty de- 
mands she should have frequent in- 
tercourse. It does not appear incum- 
bent upon her to protract her visits 
to any immoderate Iength, or to share 
with a cottager’s family in a meal. 
In this respect, she may have carried 
her condescension to an unnecessary 
length. ‘Though it is a sacred duty 
to communicate, and to be ever ready 
to assist the poor, and those in hum- 
ble life to the best of our ability, yet 
itis no where required that we leave 
the station “assigned us by Provi- 
dence,” by making them our com- 
jianions. Here 1 admit that familiarity 
may breed contempt, but in no other 
case. My second hint respects 
dress. If Louisa sees her poor neigh- 
bours (I mcan those of the younger 
part of her own sex) imitating Aer 
mode of dress, ought she not to ad- 
monish them of the obvious impro- 
priety, and to warn them of the con- 
sequences in which an inordinate 
love of dress may involve them, 
whether in a religious or moral 
view ? Loulsa’s silence may appear 
to them a tacit sanction of their pro- 

seedings; but if she manifest her 
disapprobation, doubtless her word 
would have an influence, perhaps 
ereatly beyond her expectations. 

I will conclude my observations 
by reminding Louisa, that her path 
of duty is clearly marked out to her 
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in the holy Scriptures, and that it 
omy remaineth to ber to exercise 
watchiuiness and Clicumspccuon ; 
for wer station In iife makes her a 
standard of invtation Lo others, and 
especially to her tuteriors. May 
she, and the wile of every m Inisier, 
diigently strive to be more and 
yor conformable to the character 
ojyel by st. Puul, ; proving “ that 
they are found fuitituiln ali tilings.” 
PILCULE, 
Tothe Editor of Hie Christian Observer. 
tx your number for January isi, p. 
you Have lnisercved Lhe fuilowlng 
note, on Which | beg permission to 
make a few remarks: ** It is much 
to be lamented, that no means have 
yet been devised by our bishops for 
Which stud 
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oi the coarch of Enetaid. They 


reise to gran. ordiation, except 
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very proper as thev apt hy LO Pviyere 
d i i o | a , 


und; but surely a different rule 


Wiel 
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would be caxapedicnt in the case of 


persons who chyage iu loreign nils- 
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iu the southern parts of England, 
it Is require d, in eencral causes, that 
a candidate tor holy orders shall be 
a Pa ule ci OMC ol Our Uii identi Se 
But iu the northern dioceses, the bi- 
ODS GO Nol insist upon this quailti- 
i. A schoolinaster, or apy other 
person Of Competent learning, espe- 
Uy aif he can make it appear that 
he Was origipally designed for the 
courch Ilay, Without difficulty, De 
ordaincd; aud Io never heard that 
secs have been too strict in 
Clit } julrcments In reward vw hu- 
muniearning, It iscertain however, 
nut men of piety and zeal, with a 
Yeory small stock of fearning, might 
be Usclulas missionarics ubroad; but 
here lies the difficultv: Were the 
bishops to ordain illitcrate men, ma- 
hy of th. em would, i 
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dination, they would be capable of 
holding any preferment which they 
couid procure. Tie reputed difii- 
cul ies of a missionary life, the anx- 
lety ol iriends, some sieht j indisposi- 

tioa, a fancied deLiiity of constitution, 
prospects of useluiness In Eneland, 
tovether wil 
respectability V Witch is natural to the 


itl love of Case and 


DuUimen Bears; would wiki lit aut hung 
mwerlul than ds 
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Both the SOCIELY I LOL ez omoune Ci rise 
tian Kiowiedee and tot tor Mis- 
sious to Airica and the East to apply 
to the German Lutheran church 
for ordination. IT am well awure 
that there ure men inthe natlon, Wilv 
look with hesitation and suspicion to 
that qi irter. Liowever§ ti is be, | 
conceive that a Considerable remedy 


for Lie 
lkes Within our own tsland. The 


rer9r°.02 an me ai alte i. ° ‘ i i al 
WCOHVERICHCE above stated 


strictest discipitnarlan will allow, 
that there is la Scotland a regular 
CpisCOpucy, {i}: ect ed With “uy 
religious est i dunes the act 


c “Sk , J nlee 
ot Parhansent waich tolerates the 


dians Expre 
vides, that clergymen ordained by 
the Scotch bishops shall not be ca- 
pable of hoiding preferment in the 
church of BS senlaedl This is an ar- 

l. It muis- 


stonatles then were ordained by the 
Seotel: bishops. thev would be ace 
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In every part of the world; but, for 
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Anowber plan of procecding has 
eccurred to me as practic ae and I 
will now take the trecdom to unfeld 
the outlines of it; and i am of opi- 
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that they would become strictly mis- 
slonarics: they might be chaplains, 
and yet, if men of a right spirit, they 
might be equally as useful as those 
under a more appropriate character. 
Tieir place of education should be 
Wituin the northern dioceses. I 
would initiate them only so far into 
the learned languages, as to enable 
them to pass with credit an exami- 
nation before the bishop. During 
the whole time of their education, I 
would employ them one day in the 
weck, In superintending a petty 
school gratis, in some neighbouring 
village where such a convenience 
might be wanted. ‘This, | conceive, 
would not retard their progress in 
Jearning, and it would inure them to 
acts of benevolence, and give them 
a practical acqualatanee with an em- 
ployment which they would find ex- 
tremely useful in forcign parts. In 
general cases, the space of three 
years, well-spent, might qualify them 
to pass an examination. I would 
then procure them a title in some 
obscure country village. And if, by 
a gratuity, I could enable some poor, 
eged, and infirm incumbent to keep 
a curate for a little while, I should 
not think the money Improperly ex- 
pended, There my young man 
should officiace as cu rate for a time, 
still bearing upon his mind the most 
lively impression of his obligation to 
go abroad; and, when in pricst’s or- 
ders, | would call upon him for the 
fulfilment of his engaeements. It 
is probable, that in some cases I 
might fail of success ; but what lu- 
man proposal is without its defects ? 
My plen would have these advan- 
tages. It would require no “ legis- 
lative provision ;” it would involve 

the bishop in no difficulties ; it would 
create ho suspicion, and would re- 
quire no explanation on my part, be- 
cause it would ask no favours. And 
yet it would admit of a very easy 
explanation, and a bishop who should 
oppose it must be an open and avow- 
ed enemy. In obstinate cases, I 


would apply to the Scotch bishops ; 
Hut in gencral, [should have no need 


Inquiry respecting the Wesleyan Methodists. 
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of that expedient. I cast no reflec- 
tion on German ordination, but J 
still vastly prefer the institutions of 
our own church; and I conceive 
that it has never yet been lairly tried, 
what the church of England can do, 
with her present provisions. 

hither of the plans I have pro- 
posed appcars to me better than that 
sugeested in your work. p. 204, that 
“men should be ordained for forei len 
service, without deriving from such 
ordination any legal title to exercise 
their ministerial functions i the 
United Kingdom.” A mission con- 
ducted on this plan would amount to 
a banishment for life, and L appre- 
hend few would be found willing to 
undertake the difficult office under 
such circumstances. And il it be 
suid, that a missionary may return to 
his native land, and have recourse to 
lis former employment, and so be. 
come secularized again ; such u pro- 
vision would make a fundamental al- 
teration in the constitution of the 
charch of England, and on that ac- 
count would be in the highest degree 
objecuionable. Having sugested 
these hints, I withdraw. I blame no 
man; and least of all, am I willing 
to search for opportunities of casting 
censure upon our bishops. 


tT. W. R. 


To the Editor of the Christian Obscrver. 
Tue Christian Observer’s Review of 
the Quarterly Review, * en Evan- 
eelical Sects,” has suggested, I have 
no coubi, to many of your readers, as 
well as to myself, a wish to obtain a 
satisfactory answer to the following 
Inquiry : 

Where ts the most authentic ac- 
count of the doctrines and discipline 
of the Wesleyan Methodists to be 
found—the most correct statement 
of the religious tenets which they 
hold and inculcate, and of their plat- 
form of religious discipline. I need 
not add, that the statement wished 
for is one which the Afethodists them- 
selves acknowledge to be correct. 
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Perhaps Dr. A. Ciarke, (whose 


name has occasionaliy appeared in 
the pages of the Chrisian Observer,) 
er some other correspondent quali- 
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fied to answer this question, will, 
by doing so, obligingiy meet the 
Wishes of the 

INQUIRER. 


—_—_—_—, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


fo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
\ pERUSAL of the observations in- 
serted in a former number of your 
valuable work, On the Moral Con- 
suucuon of a Will, has induced me 
to revise a few remarks which I put 
tovether, about two years avo, ona 
sinilar subject. If you do not think 
them unworthy a place in the Chris. 
tian Observer,they areat your service. 

Iam, &ce. 
X. Y. Z 


HINTS RELATIVE 
MODE OF 


tO THE DUTY 
MAKING A WILL, 


AND 


Notwithstanding few of the duties 
that devolve on mankind are of preat- 
er importance, or require a closer 
and calmer consideration, than those 
which relate to’ the disposition of 
property after death, it is a melan- 
choly fact that there are few, if any, 
in the discharge of which men more 
ireguently fail to give satisfaction to 
those who are interested in them. 
ihe law has provided regulations for 
those cases in which men die with- 
out leaving directions on this sub- 
ject; and in them consanguinity in 
its dificrent degrees furnishes ‘the 
basis of the rule by which the pro- 
perty is distributed. But though it 
be admitted that these provisions are 
sometimes as proper as can weil be 
determined, they are often insufii- 
cient to embrace claims for remem- 
brance, which in justice ought not to 
be overlooked ; and the proportions 
in Which survivors receive benefit, 
according to those rules, are, often 
also, widely different from ‘hose 
which would meet the wishes, if 


they could be collected, of the per- 
son whose property is thus disposed 
of. It surely, therefore, cannot be 
inculcated too often, or too strongly, 
on mankind in general, be their age 
and situation whatever they may, 
scriously to consider, and correctly 
to point out, in what way they are of 
Opinion the property they possess 
may be best distributed, when Proyi- 
dence shall deprive them of the 
power to make use of it. 

It is much to be lamented that 
men are apt, time after time, to put 
off this important duty. One of the 
most common reasons for this pro- 
crastinauion appears to be, the difh- 
culty of making up the mind in what 
manner it may be best performed. 
But the difficulty wili not be diminish- 
ed by delay; and the same reason for 
procrastination, if permitted to con- 
tinue its influence, will prevent a 
will from being ever made. Sudden 
deaths are not untrequent. Health, 
as well as life, is conunually in dan- 
ger: and in the last sickness the 
powers of the mind are not unfre- 
quently so much enicebled by the 
weakened state of the body, that the 
difficulty of the work must of course 


be much increased by It. 


It should be remembered also, that 


a will has not any operation until the 
death of the testator; and it is capa- 


ble of revision as long as the testator 
lives, and as often as he may think 
it necessary. However desirable it 


may be, therefore, to make a will 
perfect at once, this perfection is not 
indispensable; and ifa will be made 
seriously and deliberately, it can 
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and if the disappointment be unde- 
served, it surely affords a matter of 
just regret to all. 

Vithout adverting to the nume- 
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It may not be unuseful to remark 
bere also, that wien two or morc are 
interested neariy aiike In the proper- 
ty bequeathed, it is not odvis.bie to 
make either Of them tie Executor oi; 
the will: and for a similar rcason, 

Children ave inte. 


parent, it Is 


when two or more 
rested ia the will of 
more desirable tocommit the execu. 
tion) of it to one Or two kind and able 
friends, or al least to join these with 
one of the ¢ i idven, than it is to leave 
tue whoie of 5 e execution to oie or 
eycn iwo of the children without a 
COu /jutor. 
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thy hands I commend my spir 
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the dead. Not only slaves, and cap- 
tives taken in war, were sacrificed at 
their funerals, but wives also have 
voluntarly submitted to be burnt oF 


the funeral ve with the bodies oi 
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to the immediate and personal con- 
cers of the testator. [now proceed 
to consider that part of a will which 
is more properly distributive. 

ine first person who has a claim 
on tic testator’s recollection, is the 
wiic. Lt is not possibic, in each indi- 
vidual Case, to determine the propor- 
tion of a husband’s property which 
the wile has a just claim to enjoy 5— 
but when it is considered that the 
wite haus made her interest one with 
that ot her husband, and that, whilst 
tney five, they partake, or ought to 
partake, mutualiy, both of cares and 


coutorts, It appears to be the duty of 


the pusband, as far as he 1s able, to 
enable ber to hold the same rank In 
society aficr his death as she enjoyed 
with bim during his arn The law, 
in default of a will, or of a scitlement 
that bars the dower, or er: the cus- 
toms of particular places, gives the 
wife one third ef the income of her 
husband’s real (that Is landed 
perty 5 together with one third of the 
whole - his personal 


i H 
Se, See et ee , oo , 
there Ut CHEurTey i. and Ol 14 halt ot his 
star t+ hy 2 9%7 , . 7 
eos Property if there be no chil- 
dren. Vartous circumstances muy 


render an alteration in this propor ruion 
both rightand necessary 5 and itis not 
husbands to confine the 

‘widows to an annuity 
ae theiriives. A husband, how- 
ever, discovers a very detective de- 
onfidence, if be 


unusual tor 


Je: acy to then 


erce of aifecuon and ce 
so confine the leracy, cither inamount 
or duration, as to preventits widow, 
not merely frcm continuing in the 
same style of living which she en- 
joyed with him, but fron: an ability 
toe weculre the attentions of her chil- 
dren pe those connected with her 
by oceasional liberalities, and by the 
hope O1a testaumen tary reme mbrat Ice, 
when she also is taken away by death.* 


* Not long since, we were informed in 
the public newspapers, that a man of high 
rank inthis country died, and bequeathed 
estates that produced an income of 13,0002. 
per year to his eitdest son; but to his wife, 
to whom he had been married more than 
twenty years, and by whom he had had 


several children, he left an annuity for ber 


« 
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I. appears also to be harsh and cruel, 
unless very strong reasons urge a 
contrary disposiuion, to confine the 
income of a widow totiie time of her 
widowhcod. If her comfort be the 
object intended in the bequest, why 
should that which might prove the 
ereatest, and which perbaps has been 
found to be such bythe testator him- 
self, be only permitted on condition 
of relinquishing all the rest? 

Next to the wife, the children of 
the testator become naturally the ob- 
jects of his most anxious concern. 

The claims of children ona parent 
differ on various accounts. Woen 
laree landed property 1s under con- 
sideration. it is the frequent useee in 
this country, es well us the law in 
cases of an entail, and when no testa- 
mentary disposition is made, to give 
the greater part, 1f not the whole of 
it, to the eldest son. This custom 

seems to be derived from the old 
feudal system of keeping up the rank 
und consequence of the family ; and 
when estates have descended for ma- 
hy gencrations in this way, a kind of 
inoral rieht, as well as legal claim, 
sccms attached to the practice. 
When, however, estates, luistead of 
being hereditarily acquired, are de- 
ito from the exertions of the pre- 
sent possessor, it should be well cone 
sicie ered whether amore equal distri- 
ie children, witha 
be not more 


bution among allt 
preiercnce to the cldest, 


life of 700!. The lady, in addition to 
7 grat whe mM a previous mar- 
riage of }QU0/. per vear; but the two sums 
united were insuffic “iat to enable her to 
Sti] pport an establishment in any degree 
similar to ia it she had enjoyed during the 
life of her husband. Many instances of the 
same kind might be adduced, in which a 

sinail annuity only has been left to the wid- 
ow, and a large fortune to one, and some- 
times to several children. It has not un- 
frequently happened that the children, 
unde ‘r these circumstances, have, much to 
their honour, instantly rectiiied the error of 
their father, pe made their mother easy 
and independent. So we are informed was 
done in the case above alluded to But 
itis to be regretted that a widow should be 
put to the painful necessity of accepting 
such a fayeur. 
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consonant to the laws of nature, and 
more conducive to domestic peace 
and harmony.* 

Personal property is not lable to 
the same mode of division, when a 
person dics intestate, with that which 
obtains with regard to landed proper- 
ty. On the contrary, personal pro- 
perty is divided in equal proporuons 
among all the children, male and fe- 
male, except the wile survive her 
husband; in which case, as has been 
above observed, previous to the di- 
vision that takes place amongthe chil- 
dren, the widow Is entitled to one 
third of the whole personal property, 
in addition, 1f there be no bar to tne 
dower, to one third of the rent of the 
landed property during her life. 

W oen children are young, whether 
they be of one sex or the other, their 
claims on the parent, with the excep- 
tion that has been above stated, ap- 
pear to be nearly equal :} but when 
they are arrived at mature age, varl- 
ations may be proper, on account of 
the different expenses that may have 
been incurred by each, and the difie- 
rence that prevails in their conduct 
and character. When the comfort 
of a parent has been particularly in- 
creased by the attentions and assidu- 
ities of one child, who, perhaps, for 
many years, has been devoted to the 
service of the parent, whilst the other 
children have been almost wholly 
occupied in advancing their own 
individual interests, it cannot be 
thought an act of undue partiality, if 
the parent tesufy his sense of those 


* We read in the O!d Testament, that a 
preference was given to the first born; but 
this was a law peculiar to the Jews, and it 
was only a double portion, and not the 
whole that was thus given. See Deut. 
Xxi. 17, 

+ A prudent provision should always be 
made for the maintensnce and education 
of children during the time of their mi- 
nority, the advance of a part of the princi- 
palsum that is intended for them should 
be permitted, when the sons are of a pro- 
per age to be settled in a_ profession, or in 
case the daughters marry before they are 
“wenty-one vears of age. 
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assiduities by a legacy greater than 
is left to the other children; but in 
all such casex, the reasons for making 
a difference should be clearly cx- 
pressed, and the disproportion should 
not be so great as to furnish just 
eround for envy or variance between 
the child who has the preference and 
the other children of the family * 

If one child, by along continuance 
In misbehaviour, have embittered a 
parent’s life, and greatly marred his 
comforts ; and if, in addition to this, 
no signs can be discovered of his re- 
turning to a right couduct, it must 
certainly be both just and proper to 
make a difference between this child 
und others who have untiormly be- 
haved dutifully and affectionately. 
But, even inthe worst of these cases, 
an abandoned child is stiil a child, 
und some provision should, if possi- 
bie, be made for him. Lis present 
or his future wile, also, with such 
family as may descend from him, 
should be remembered, and provided 
for; the utmost care being taken to 
prevent the portion which is left to 
him, or to them, from being squan- 
dered or misapplied by his prodi- 
eality and imprudence. 

It may be doubted whether there 
be any good reasons for a general 
preference of sons to daughters in a 
will. Expericnce by no means jus- 
uifies the opinion that daughters are 
more deficient either in sense, pru- 


* A grandchild who has been thus de- 
voted to the service of a grandfather or 
grandmother, or of both, has a claim upon 
them nearly equa! with that of a child; 
and if this grandchild be arrived at vears 
of discretion, and has been separated from 
its parents, for the benefit of such grand- 
father or grandmother, during the greatest 
part of its life, he or she has a claim toa 
greater or smaller provision in the after 
part of life, in proportion to the abilities of 
the testator; and it seems anact spproach- 
ing to injustice and cruelty, to leave the 
whole of the property to the parents of this 
rrandchild, and to send him or her back to 
be dependent upon such parents, withou 
any provision, in the same way as if the 
grandchiid had never been separated fron 
them. 
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dence, or humanity (which are the 
ciel requisites for the right em- 
ployment of property) cian sons are. 
But i, notwithstanding the truth of 
this remark, there be just cause to 
apprehend that a daughter may con- 
tract an imprudent marriage, or be 
induced, from ignorance in commer- 

clal concerns, or from the etiew 
and pressing solicitations of heedy 
rejutives, to intrust her property on 
huzardous securities, it may not be 
ill-judged to invest scme part of her 
fortune in the names of trustees, for 


hh a sole and SC Devt ate use during 
1 »}? Sa j » Veaty j he } : 
her life, for the benelit of her hus- 
‘. rt . ay rt . hPeow § 
band after her death, and, alter tie 


decease of both, for the use of her 


children. 

The right order of civilized soci- 
ety requires that none buticglumate 
children siall have @ jecal cialm on 
the property of a meront but the 
laws of humanity strougly enforce, 


on every parent, the duty of pro- 
viding for iis children, w hether they 
be born within or without the pale of 

ediock. The degree, in’ which 
such children shall be provided for, 
must depend on a variety of circum- 
stances; such as the manner in which 
they have been brought up and re- 
ceived in the world, the temper and 
couduct they evince, and the chaims 
which other children, u there be 
aby, have on a purent.* 


* Although it be not often necessary to 
caution Men against giving away too much 
of their property, or giving’ it too soon, yet 
instances have occurred, in 
which purents have been so improvident 
as to give to their children the whole or 
the greater part of it, and afterwards liave 
become dependent, either on them = or 
others, for their own Maintenance and sup- 
port. In order to shew the imprudence of 
such an act, there is not any occasion to 
advert to the common observation, that 
affection naturally descends, and that clil- 
more apt to forget parents, than 
are to forget children. It is suffi- 


some time 5 


dren are 
parents a 


cient to advert rt the great difference that 
there is between the youi 1g Man who enjoy S 
all the powers that fit him for exertion and 
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When a testator has no Children, 
a very different disposition of his 
property becomes of course neces- 
sury from that which has been 
above pointed out. If the wife sur- 
vive the husband, she has a sui 
strourver Claim: than if there were 
children (according to the iengih of 
time that they have been unilied, 
tue harmony that has subsisted be- 
tween them, and the part the wile 
has had either in acquiring or pre- 


enterprise, and the old man whose powers 
either fail or begin to fail, and who requires 
the property that me possesses to be the 
stall of lis age, and the prop to his res. 
pectability and usefulness —Vhe 
conimon passion with old persons, however, 
is that of grasping their property too close. 
ly, and of hoardiig it, as it too ofien seems, 
for thé sole pleasure of leaving a large for- 
tune to be enjoyed by those who come after 
them. The absurdity of this all men are 
ready toadmit when applied to others ; the 
misfortune is, that few apply it to them. 
selves. If the rich, p: ticularly those whio 
have no families, would take the trouble to 
calculate what is likely to be the extent of 
thei annual expenditure ; and if a liberal 
provision be made for producing this 
amount, With a moderate surplus for acci- 
denial claims, it might be well worth their 
While to try the experiment, at least fora 
year or two, of giving away, in a discreet 


hore 


manner, the superabundance of their ia- 
come. By doing tins, they would have an 


oppor tumty of judging whether the imme- 
diate beneficial effects. produced by their 
benevolence, would not afford them more 
real satisfaction than the consciousness of 
accumulating an enormous mass, to be 
enjoyed afier their death, by persons whose 
mode of using it thev cannot calculate, and 
who, it Is more than probable, will very 
soon forget the y ete from whom they re- 
ceived it. Parents, in paracular, are inex- 

cusable, if, either from parsimony or any 
other cause, they deprive their ¢ hildren of 
that education and assistance which are 

necessary to make them useful and respec: 
table, in the stations to which they are des- 
tined ‘These stations may be defined to 
be such us approach, in some cegree, to 
the rank and condition of the parents them- 
selves; or, if this be not practicable, t0 
those which others of a like rank in life, and 
who are esteemed fit examples by the wise 
and good, are accustomed to provide fe: 
their children, 
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serving the accumulated property,) 
not only to enjoy the interest thut ac- 
crues from it during her life, but the 
power of disuributing more or less of 
it atier her death. If, however, the 
marriage took place ata late period 
of the husband’s life, and neither an 
addition, nor any essential improve- 
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brew original. 2. The Samaritan. 3. 
The Chaidee. 4. Tie Syriac, and 5. 
The Greek. The Chaidee version, 
may be dated so early as the captivity, 
and the Syriac prior to the Greek, 
from many proofs drawn from its in- 
ternal evidence. I know, very well, 
the current tradition respecting the 


Chaldee version of the Pentateuch ; 
but, being critically acquainted wich 
that text, as well as the Syriac, 1 am 
convinced from many observations, 
that the pretensions of Onkelos are 
not to be confounded with the original 
compilation of that text, and also, that 
the Syriac bears marks of antiquity 
in preference to the Greek, 

The Syriac text of the historical 
and prophetical books is certaiuly 
very ancient, as is the same text of 
the apocryphal books. This uni- 
formity of the copies, as weli as 
their common agreement with those 
ln the other languages, fully attest ; 
all conspiring to evince their anti- 
quity and genuineness. 

The Syri: ic text of the New Tes- 
tament Is aliowed, by the most learn- 
ed writers, to have been written in 
the apostolic age, and by some to be 
the work of apostolical men. The 
Syrian writers contend for the origi- 
nality of their text of the New Tes- 
tament, with all that strenuousness 
that is common with the Greeks and 
Latins in regard of the Greek text. 
But, however this be, certain it is, 
that the Syriac text of the New Tes- 
tument is of prime note, and bears 
testimony to its reputed authority 
and antiquity. The learned Bishop 
Walton, In Prolegom. Operis Bib, 
Polyglotti, hath this remark, “ Os- 
tendid versio Syriaca Nov. Test. fa- 
ciem nativam textus originalis, eyus- 
que integritatem testimonio suo con- 
firmat.” But the Syrian Christians 
will not admit their text of the New 

Testament to be denominated a ver- 
ston, which implies another, or origi- 
There are five copies of ie een nal text. De. ee ene when - Ine 

dia, and at a conference with the Sy- 


fateuch of prime note, 1. The He- |. ' . | 
Christ, Obeese. _" 115. rian ag aud his 6lergy on this 


ment in the property has been made 
in consequence of the marriage, it 
may be doubted if the wife have a 
reasonable claim to the enjoyment, 
either of the whole of the property, 
or even to the whole of the income 
arising from it. Ifa handsome pro- 
yision be made for her, so that she 
be enabled to continue a way of liv- 
ing, not wholly unlike to that in which 
she moved during her husband’s life, 
some are Of opinion that she has no 
just cause to make a complaint. 

If a testator has neither a wife nor 
children, the next persons who have 
a natural claim upon him are: first, 
his parents, and then his brothers 
and sisters, 

(To be continued.) 


= 


To the E fitor of the Christian Observer. 


You have had notice of some copics 
of the Syriac Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament, recently broug ht 
from the Indian Christians of Tra- 
vaicore, by the Rev. Dr. Buchanan. 
None of these copies have as yet been 
revularly collated: they have, never- 
theless, been partially examined, and 
compared with the text in the Lon- 
don Polyglot Bible; and the result 
has been, that those Indian copies 


text, in all the instances which have 
Come to notice; and hence [ have no 
scruple to pronounce their general 
integrity ; a circumstance, sir, that 
ought to be known, as well for the 
honour of the sacred writings in ge- 
neral, as for their integrity and pure 
conservation in the Syriac language. 

























point, strongly contested tor the 
Greek, and found them most averse 
fo such conclusion. Their Scrip- 
tures, however. confirm the truth of 
the Gospel against the Jews and Mo- 
hammedans, who do not scruple to 
charge the Christians with corrupt- 
Ine the word of God. Vhe Moham- 
mecdans charge both Jews and Curis- 
tians with such corruptions; but the 
Syriac aad Greck copies recoli upon 
them with united force; and as tor 
copies of their own 
Ser ptures, tn the luncuages of divers 
Netions and ee SecGen ati 
ctions al tovether. 

It 1s coals a point worthy the 
consideration of the learned, thatthe 
Syriac copies of the Seripture s have 
aw sameness and uniformity all over 
the Sea that ihe Scriptures 


in this language have been preserved 


the Jews, the 


contute their obj 


by means enknown tothe Greek text, 
and by a system of ruies stmiilar to 
the Jlusvorah with the Jews, by whica 


every word and sentence of the text 
has been registered with an exact- 
ness no where paralleled except 1 
the Iebrew text of the Old Testa- 
ment, 
Yours, &c. 
ie 2 


To the Eilttor of the Christian Observer. 
As we are frequently favoured with 
observations In your valuable miscel. 
lany, on political subjects, in which 
the welfare of the nation Is interested ; 
permit me to offer afew remarks on 
one whichis confessedly of great im- 
portance —If mean, those projected al- 
terations in the constitution of the 
House of Commons, which are styled 
by their authors a REFORM IN PAR- 
LIAMENT, 

Tne epithe. nerorm has some- 
thine: very attractive to a well-dispo- 
sed mind; but then we ought cau- 


tiously to guard against the mayic of 


the term, lest we should be led to 
suppose that alteration and reforma- 
tion are synoymous. It is certainly 
begging the estion to insinuate 


that any proposed alteration will in 
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reality amend the constitution, till we 
bave shewn in what manner it will ef- 
fect an improvement. 

Tiougih the sentiments of those 
who are most loud in condemniig 
the present constituuon of the House 
of Commons, do not perfectly agree ; 
yet there is one point in which they 
seem to concur, that Is, In the pro- 
priety of extending the privilege of 
voting for members of parliament, 
In the sessions of the two last years, 
it Was proposed, aS a great Improve- 
ment, to extend the power of voting 
to al] persons who pay taxes. 

It deserves a serious consideration, 
whether this extension of the elec- 
tive franchise 1s likely to diminish 
the venaiity so justiy condemned; 
or to procure the election of persons 
the best qualificd to understand the 
complex interests of the nation, and 
disc hoo re the duties of a senator with 
the greatest purity and firmness. 

It isa weil-knewn fact, as might 
indeed be expected, that venality 
abounds the most in those places, 
where the clectors are In the lowest 
rauk of lite. To lessen, therefore, the 
qualilication of electors, will be a 
mostcertain method ofincreasing bri. 
bery and corruption ;—-and as taxesare 
paid by all house-holders who are 
not themselves objects of parochial 

relief, the right of choosing the mem- 

bers of the House of Commons would 
extend to a prodigions number of 
persons who are utterly incapable of 
understanding the real interests of 
the nation, or appreciating the quall- 
fication of candidates for the impor- 
tant ofiice of senators. 

Tie history of civil society, in all 
periods of the world, shews the lg: 
norance and inconstancy of the mul- 
titude in matters relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. And since the propot- 
tion of the laborious class of mankind, 
who are not paupers, is very great ii 
this nation, the choice of our sena- 
tors must be much influenced, and in 
many cases absolutely determined, 
by those who are incompetent f? 
muke that choice with discretion. 
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The term REFORMATION naturally 
induces the idea of restoring a tiing 
tu its former state of purty. We 
are led, therefore, to consider the 
original conformation of the Liouse 
of Commons; and in this investiga. 
tion we sbali find no traces of uni- 
versal suffrage, or such an approach 
to it as Our modern reformeis heid 
out. The choice of our represeita- 
tives In parliament was conimiltied to 
those who, by their rank in fife, mignt 
be supposed Capabie of forming a 
right yudgmentof the qualification of 
the candidates, and to be above those 
vulgar preyucices and motives, which 
tov often sway the multitude 

if real retformasion is the obrect, 
the privilege of voiing for members 
of the Hlouse of Commons should be 
confined to men of that 
may correspoud witn the treebolders 
of forty sidings per apnum, in ine 
reign of Heavy Ill. or Eaward fe 
Such a velormation would 
strate a pure sptrit of patrigtisar in 
those who supported the measure. 
To change the original Guaiificadion 
of vue electors, Is to éuvovule, net to 


rank winch 


GCmwMOrne 


reform. 
[ff ever this nation should make 
the dangerous experiment of ex- 


tending tne priviicee of election to 
all who pay taxes, the rutin of our 
excrlient copstitution would not be 
for distant. The empty professions 
ol specious demagogues wouid soon 
du. zie the eyes of the mututude ; 
unci the interests of the state would 
ho! long be safe in the hands of re- 
prcsentatives chosen by popular cla- 
Mour. 

At the last general election, I had 
an instance of the wisdom of that 
nunerous class of persons who, by 
useful employment in honest labour, 
are cnabied to pay taxes. yet are not 
the best judges of the laws or inter- 
ests of the state. Beine called upon 
twice, by my office of a magistrate, 
to suppress a riot, caused by the tu- 
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multuous support of a popular can- 
didate, | found, upon reasoning with 
some of the ringicaders, that they 
were emboldened, in making an as- 
suult upon some of the most respect- 
able iniabitants of the place, by the 
idea, that as there Was no parliament 
exisung, the laws had also for a ume 
ceased to exist. 

Tie necessity of having 
to property In those who were to 
choose our senators, directed the 
original formation of the Llouse of 
Commons, and ought now to direct 
those who would really reform that 
branch of the legislaiure. 

"hese i 
sult of a party-spirit : they are the 
dictates of that sound wisdom which 
existed belore this natlon wus pos- 


ra regard 


schtiments are not the re- 


sessed of are vular eoverhment, 

Let us hear what the wise son ot 
S'rach has delivered as the wisdom 
of isis time. 

* Flow can he ect wisdom that 
holdeth the plough, thatdriveth oxen, 
and is occupied in their labours, and 
whose talk is of bullocks ? He giveth 
his mind to make furrows; and is 
diligent to give the kine fodder. So 
every carpenter and work-miaster, 
who laboureth night and day; the 
smith also sitting by the anvil; so 
doth the potter sitting at his work; 
all these trust to their hands: and 


. eet 19 
out these cannot a city be inhabited 


—but * ti ey shall not be sought for 
in public council, nor sit high in the 
congregation: they shall not sit on 
the judge’s seat, nor understand the 
sentence of judgment. “They cannot 
declare justice and judgment—But 
they will maintain the state of the 
world, and ali their desire is in the 
work of their craft.” Excclesiasticus, 
chap. xxxvill. ver. 25, &c. 

Let the people of Muogland study 
this sound wisdom, and they will then 
make no fatal experiments. 

A COUNTRY MAGISTRATE, 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Fifth Report of the Directors of the 
African Institution, read to the Sub- 
scribers on the 27th March 1811, 
qwithan Afifendix and List of Sub- 
scribers. London: Hatchard. 1811. 
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We have been in the habit of brietly 
noticing the Reports of the Airican 
Insiituuion as they have appeared. 
We are induced to give to the pre- 
sent Report a more extended con- 
sideration, with the view of bringing 
before our readers several important 
questions, connected, more or less, 
with the interesting subject of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

In our last volume (p. 779,) we 
took occasion to state, that the acts 


already passed for the purpose of 


prowbiting this traffic, vere found 
ine fectual to their object. The trade, 
however,liaving been declared egal, 
it was incumbent on the leyislature, 
on proof of the inefficiency of their 
foriner measures, to adopt such fur- 
ther provisions as might ensure the 
due ftuifilment of their intentions. 
Tiis proof having been adduced, it 
was accordingly resolved, that early 
in the next session, Parliament would 
take into consideration the means ne- 
cessary for repressing the daring vi- 
olations of the law, which had been 
brougiit to light) The flamers of the 
act of 1807, by which the Slave Trade 
had been totally prohibited to British 
subjects, were aware, even at the 

time of its enactment, that it fell far 
short of the exigency of the case. 
The course most consonant to their 
feelings, and to their views of equi- 
ty, would nave been at once to have 
piaced this murderous traffic on the 
same footing with piracy ; at least to 
have pronounced any participation in 
it to be a felonious act. It was on 


this principle, that the act of 1807 
was originally framed by lord Gren- 
ville. He was induced afterwards to 
new-model it, and to admit of the 


substitution of pecuniary penalties, 
for the more appropriate palns of 
robbery and murder. Phe consid. 
erations which influenced the leaders 
In this great Cause, to odopt the 
more lenient course, in the first in- 
stance, were these :—Tie ievisla- 
ture of this country hed for many 
yours sanclloned and encouraged this 
trade; it would, therefore, huve seem- 
edaviolent - eae to have passed, 
at one step, from acts of encourage. 
micnt, to denunciations of death und 
transportation :—-Accustomed, — too, 
as Parliament, and the pubiic in ge- 
peral, had been to view this trade as 
one of the ordinary transactions of 
commercial life, and slowly and re- 
luctantly as many bad yielaed to the 
prools of its aggravated criminality, 
it was doubtful whether they might 
not have revolted from the apparent 
harshness and severity of such tntlic. 
tions :—Many persois also connected 
with the West Indics, who were dis- 
posed to concur Ina legislative prohi- 
bition of the Slave Trade, might have 
been induced to oppose the measure, 
had it gone the length of branding 
the persons engaged in it as felons; 
it being obvious, that if the African 
trader were thus stigmatized some 
share of his infamy would be reilcct- 
ed on the West Indian purchaser. In 
short, it was apprehended to be ne- 
cessary, in order to ensure the suc- 
cess of the bill, that it should be 
limited, for the present, to a distinct 
declaration of the illegality of the 
trade, and a prohibition of it under 
heavy pecuniary penalties. When it 
wus once declared to be illegal, no 
man would dare afterwards to avow 
that he had «ny interest in opposing 
those ulterior provisions, which 
might be shewn to be necessary for 
carrying into effect the intentions of 
the legislature. This expectation 
has proved to be well founded: tor 
when the bill, for attaching the pu- 
nishment of transportation to the 
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crime of trading in slaves, was lately 
brougit forward in parliame nt, nota 
yore Was Paised agains: it in either 
house.—We have thought it due to 
the icaders in this cause thus brielly 
to explain the reasons, as stated by 
lord Grenville himself, of their hav- 
ing, i the first Instance, stopped 
short of those measures of Just seve- 
rity to W hich they have since resort- 
ed, and which indeed they foresaw 
would be necessary for the accom- 
piishment of their object. Some evils 
Nav appear to have selene incurred by 
this more lenient course: 1 bas been 
insufficient to prevent a ‘itenhilneecldl 
contraband slave trade: but how 
much greater would those evils have 
been, if, through their precipitancy, 
the bill had ut that time been lost. 
Our readers will also recoliect how 
critical Was the moment of lis pass- 
ine. In an hour after it had received 
th. Reval assent in the 
Lous. the ministers who had framed 
anc proposed and supported this most 
beccfieent measure laid at his Ma 
ty’s feet the sealsof their respective 
And although the bill had 
received the active support of Mr. 
Perceval and Mr. Canning, and aiso 
of Lord Harrowby, and other tricnds 
succeeding administration In 
boi houses, yet it was lpessibie hot 


‘ye S- 


otlic es. 


of the 


to feel great anxiety, until it had 
passed into a law, lest something 
should have occurred, tn th mo- 


mevt of political Change and party 
Violence, to frustrate the hopes that 
had been raised of seeing an irrever- 
sibie sentence of condemnation pro- 
hounced on this cruel and dis.rrace- 
{ul traffic. 

The present parliamentary year 
had no sooner opened, than the D1- 
rectors of the African Institution up- 
pear to have employed themselves 
in preparing a bill which might 
strengthen the too feeble provisions 
of the former acts. That bill has re- 
ceived the Royal assent, and is now 
in operation. Its main object is to 
inflict the punishment of transporta- 
tlon, not exceeding fourteen years, 
or of confinement and hard labour 


ITouse of 
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for a term not excecding five years, 
nor jess than three years, on all per- 
sons, subjects of Great Britain, or 
residing in any part of the British 
dominions, who shell be convicied 
either of reducing aby person to 
slavery, or of Carrylog awey, buying, 
selling, or using such person as a 
slave, or of detaining, confining, or 
embarking on board of any vessel, spy 
suci: person for the purpose of being 
sold or dealt with as a slave, or of 
fitting out, or navigating, or of being 


in any way concerned i) hitting out 
or navigating any vessel, either em- 


or intended to be employed 

in the Slave Trade: in- short, of 
belny engaged, cither directly or 
indirectly, by themseives or their 
acvrents, in this trade. This punish- 
ment admits of a mitigauon in the 
cause of persons acting aS peuy offi- 
cers, Servants, or seamen; whoare to 
be punished, as guilty of a misde- 
meanour, only with iImprisoumenty 
not excecding two years; andto such 
persons a promisé of complete im- 
punity is held out, in case they shall, 
within three months after their arri- 
val at a British port, give Informa- 
tion on Oath against the principals In 
the crime to which es have been 
accessaries, so that such principals 
mav be prosecuted to conviction. 
Offences under this act are very ap- 
propriately directed to be tricd ce- 
cording to the provisions made tor 
the suppression of piracy, in an act 
of the 28th of H:orv VILL. and of the 
Lith and 12th of William I1—Tie 
present act Is not to be construed as 
repealing any of the former acts fer 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, in 
respect of forfeitures and pecuniary 
penalties ; and a power is conveyed 
by it, to all governors of forts and set- 
tlements on the coast of Africa, and 
to all persons deputed by them, of 
making seizures and prosecuting of- 
fences under those acts. 

We are sanguine in hoping that 
this new law will very materially 
abridge, if not wholly abolish, that 
contraband Slave Trade which Bri- 
tish subjects and British capital, dur- 


ployed, 
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ing the last two years, have been en- 
gayedin carrying on. On this point, 
we shall quote the authority of the 
Directors of the African Institution. 


«© «Tt is obvious, that, while the punish- 
Ment of trading in Slaves is confined to 
cConfiscations and pecuniary miuicts, the 
Only consideration with the mdividuats who 
are still unprincipled enough to ensbark in 
te will be, whether the profits of their 
crime be more than adequate to the pecu- 
niary loss which they risk by the conmiinis- 
sion of it. 

** This view of the subject has been ex- 
emphhed on a varicty of occasions, and it 
is strikingly confirmed tua letter received 
a few weeks since from Mr. Smith, the act- 
ing Judye of the Vice-Admiralty Court at 
Stcerra Leone, dated 12th December, 1810 
This gentleman expresses himself as toi- 
lows : 

+ T have had my liands pretty fall of ad- 
miralty business laiciv; but it appears to 
me, that hardly any thing will puta stop 
to this abominable traffic. The prefits are 
so extremely high, that if they save one 
cargo out of three, they will sull make mo- 
ney.’ 

“ Such being the case, it became neces- 
sary that a punishment of a very diflercut 
nature should be attached to this crime. 
And the Directors cannot but hope, that 
the risk of an arraignment and trial for fe- 
lony will do more to deter men possessing 
capital, from engaging in the Slave Trade, 
than the infliction of the severest tines.” 


pp. 10, 11. 


There is one clause in the act 
which seems to us to require a few 
observations. It is that which ex- 
cepts from the operation of this law 
ail persons selling, removing, or 
transferring slaves within the Briush 
West India Colonics, previced such 
slaves shall have been tmported be- 
fore the first of January 1508; foraf 
imported subsequently to that period, 
they are legally entitled to freedom, 
We do not mean to deny the pro- 
priety, all things considered, of this 
exception; and yet we find it hard 
to reconcile our minds to the circum. 
stances which render such an ex- 
ception necessary or expedient. 
There is something extremely re- 
volting to British, and sull more to 
Christian, feelings in the parliamen- 
tary recognition of a state of slavery, 
unless it be for the purpose of miti- 
gating its harshness.—Jealous as this 
nation has always been on the sub- 


ject of personai liberty, it 1s not easy 
to account for the worse than apathy 
with wiich it has regarded the open 
und uidisguised oppression of bun- 
dreds of thousands of our fellow sub- 
yecis, Who are shut out not only trom 
vii participation ms British rig bts, but 
are cesittute even of the shadcew of 
legal protection, except ln what re- 
ecards diic or imb. We have often 
broughi before our readers a view of 
that ivigh tub system of bondage 
Which prevails in our colonies. We 
are UnWiibe thet the Impressions of 
lis Chormity, sLould be weakened by 
why apprehension that the Abolition 
of the Siave Trade tas as yet had the 
cfiect of materishy softening its ri- 
gous. [tis a system which stands 
sql precmincntin cruelty and Injus- 
tice 5 for we are boid to aflirm ‘hat 
there is HO Condon of Siavely now 
cxtsting on the ft ce of the @icbe, ond 
that there never has existed aw state 
of slavery, hot even amon the Ro- 
mans, Whese slave code was by far 
the most rigourcus of ony, which 
may net be called uilid in Comparisoi 
with the slavery of our VWeoest Indian 
Coionies. And yet his — slavery, 
known and proved to be thus lihu- 
man and oppressive, is continued, Is 
recognised, 1s sunctioned even bya 
British Parliament, without one di- 
rect step being taken for the allevia- 
tion of its miiscries. It is indeed 
most strange that such a monstrous 
anomaly as this should ever have ex- 
isted. It will be stranger still, if, af 
ter its true nature has been fully and 
wCCUPalely uiS¢ ertained, it shall con- 
tinue to exist, without an atlempt, a 
least, to abate its evils. 

Let us contemplate the state of a 
slave in the British West Indies. 
H{e is, in the first piace, the absolute 
property of bis master, and may be 
sold by him at pleasure, precisely 
in the sare manner as he may sell @ 
horse or a mule. Nor is the mastcl 
bound, in making such a transfer ofa 
fellow-creature, to consider for oné 
moment, either the character of the 
individual to whom he conveys PY 
the deed of sale his right of property 
nor the ties of husband. father, wiles 
or child, which may be suddenly and 
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eternally broken by the transfer. In 
the eye of coleniad law, the negro 
slive is a thing, not a person. He 


has absolutely no political existence, 
nor any civil rights. He can neither 
suc nor be sued. 
ten thousand slaves witnessing a mur- 
der would avail nothing agalusta per- 
con of free condition. Not only would 
not a free person be convicted on 
such testimony, but such testimony 
would not even be received. Laws, 
it is true, have lately been passed in 
the colonies Which make the murder 
of a slave a capital felony, and which 
prohibit, under certain pecuniary 
penalties, the maiming, or the lin- 
moderate corporal punishment of 
But these laws, forced froin 
their petty parliaments by a desire to 
avert any direct interference of 
country in their interior 
cisiation, after having answered the 
purposes of delusion, have been al- 
lowed, lor the most part, to sleep. It 
is, indeed, vain to expect that laws 
will be effictent which are opposed 
to the feelings and prejudices of al- 
most the whole community, by whorm, 
inthe capacity of magistrates and ju- 
rors, they are to be executed.—Laws 
have also been passed for regulating 
the food, clothing, hours of labour, 
and religious Instruction of the slaves. 
But itis admitted on all hands, that 
these laws were never intended to be 
operative 3 and that under the cxist- 
ing system, it is impossible they 
should. The answer of Governor 
Prevost, of Dominica, to an inquiry 
of the Secretary of State (Earl Cam- 
den) on this subject, is fully applica- 
ble, nor has any one attempted to de- 
ny this, to the case of all the islands. 
‘The act of the legislature of Do- 
minica,” observes the governor, in a 
letter. dated Jan. 17, 1805, “ entitu- 
led ¢an act for the encouragement, 
protection, and governmentof slaves,’ 
djifiears to have been considered, from 
the day it was fassed until this hour,” 
(it had then been in force about eight 
or ten years,) “ as @ fiolitical measure, 
‘0 avert the interference of the mother 
country in the management of slaves.” 
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* Having said this, your Lordship 
will not be surprised,” he adds, * to 
learn that the bill has been wholly 
negiectcd.’”’ If further proof were 
wanung, that the mclorating laws of 
the West Indies, as they have been 
called, were enacted mercly to blind 
the eves of superficial but well mean- 
ing men in this country, and to sup- 
ply a convenient argument to the 
friends of the slave trade and slavery, 
it micht be turnished in abundance. 
The Re ‘port before us affords a strik- 
tne conhrmation of this view of the 
case. It is contained in the Appen- 
dix marked U. and is there inserted 
inorder © to exemplify the nature of 
the bondage Into which it is the ob- 
ject of the Instutution, to prevent the 
of Africa from being any 
jonger reduced.’ We proceed to 
lay the statement before our readers, 


hathve S 


““Cuse of the King Vv Edward Huggins, sen.es]. 


“‘Ehe defendant, Edward Huggins, sen, 
Esq. is an eminent planter in the island of 
Nevis; has been peculiarly successful of 
late years, while other planters have in ge- 
neral fiad very opposite fortune ; and has, 
been extending his posses- 
by new purchases of 
estates and slaves: so that at present he is 
said te own above Six hundred negroes.* 

«Unfortunately, he is an instance of the 
frequent, though short-lived, success that 
attends a rigid exaction from the slaves, by 
means of severe discipline, of more than or- 
dinary labour. Among other abuses, of 
which, durt Abolition-controversy, 
the exisic nee. Parliament, 
this gentleman has practised that of com- 
pelling his unfortunate slaves to perform 
night-work in the field, when the moon 
helt makes it practicable ; and the kind of 
labour in which on those occasions they are 
emploved, is that of carry ing out dung from 
de home-stall to the fields, in w cher bask- 
ets, on their heads.—(See a description of 
this work in the Parliamentary Evidence 
on the Slave Trade; especially that of Sir 
Ashton Byam, attorney-gener: al of Gre nada, 
a witness called on the part of the anti-abo- 
litionists. ) 

“ Night-work (except in crop time, for 
the purpose of more speedily cutting and 
grinding the canes) is prohibite ‘cd by a re- 
cent law of the islands composing the Lee- 

» ard Island vovernment. A General Coun- 


in consequence, 
sions progre ave lv, 
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* The number, we have heard, has since 
been increased by fresh purchases, 
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eil and Assembly of those islands were 
convened at St. Kitt’s in 1798, in conse- 


quence of the earnest applications of his 
Majesty’s Government (pursuant to a par- 
liamcntary address) to the colonial govern- 
ors and legisiatuves, to obtain laws for the 


protection of slaves and the melioration of 


their state; andan act was passed for those 
purposes, by the tenth section of whict it 
is enacted, that tie slaves shall not be «urn- 
se out to work before five o’clack in the 
Morning, nor after seven in the evening, 
except mi crop time, or from) some evident 
necessity, under the penalty of five pounds. 

“ Whether Mr. Haggiis’s slaves had 
heard of this law, or whether the repug- 
nance of injured nature t. his oppressions 
produced involuntary opposition, 1s not 
known; but so i was, that some deser- 
tions, or some appearances of insubordina- 
tion, were asserted t have been produced 
by the illegal exactron of night-work in 
carrying out dung. No msurrection, nor any 
forcible resistance of the master’s authority, 
was proved, or even pretended. on the part 
of Mr. Hu; spin s; and had such crimes 
becn comauntted, the civil magistrate in the 
West Indies 1s alwavs ready enough to pu- 
nish them; nor isthe bringing slaves to ju- 
dicial punishment attended with anvtrouble, 
expense, or delay Mr Huggins had there- 
fore no excuse for taking the law into his 
own hands, if the offence had been of a 
public kind. But it is understood to have 
amounted to no more than the private fault 


of non-obedience to unlawful commands of 


the master or his agents, or, at most, to de- 
sertion from the estate. 

“This gentleman, however, was resolv- 
ed of a vengeance, not only extra-judicial, 
but such as no magistrate, even in cases of 
the most heinous public offences, is em- 
powered by law to riffict. 

* Here it is necessary to say something 
of the mode of corporal pumshment to 
which Mr. Huggins had resort, and its li- 
mitation by the cotonial law. 

“Phe ordinary punisiment of slaves, is 
a whipping with a cart whip, or, as it Is 
called in Jamaica, the Cattle Whip, because 
it is the same which the drivers of carts 
or waggons in the West Indics aj; pply to 
their mules or other cattle when working 
mateam. The same instrument coerces 
the labour of slaves in the field; but when 
applied as a punishment for past faults, 
and ina solemn way, itsinflictions are much 
more severe. The slave, instead of receiv- 
ing a lash or two horizontally, or obliquely, 
over his jacket, shirt, or trowsers (which, 
nevertheless, is suffici ri ently painful, ) is laid 

down on the ground, his arms and legs be- 
ing extended, and generally held down, 
and his body laid bare from the back down- 
wards. The lash ts then applied vertically, 


by the driver or executioner, who stands at 
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ihe proper distance to make the sutierer 
feel the full power of his torturing insiru- 
ment. he report of the lash is louder 
than that of the long whalebone whips of 
our London carmen; and its etfect so se- 
vere (except when the drivers are humanely 
forbid to cut, as the phrase is,) that blood 
is drawn, and the skin stripped off, by every 
lasiv; till at length, if they are numerous, 
the poor victim’s flesh, from the small of 
the back or hips down to the middle of the 
thigh, is not only excoriated, but cruelly 
mai ngled and torn = Stich deep uicisions are 
otten made, that the parts, after they are 
healed, retain a shocking appearance dur- 
Ing the rest of life. 

* From this account of the punishment, 
it will not seem strange that the number of 
lashes has been lmited, by general prac- 
tice as well as law, to a number less than 
forty. in most of the penal slave laws of 
the colonics, there ‘s no medium in the 
scale of punishments, when inflicted by 
judgment of law, between thirty-nine lashes 
of the cart whip, and mutilation, banish- 
ment, oc death; and ten or twelve lashes 
are in general held an adequate punisiinient 
for common domestic offences—at leas: by 
merciful masters. The meliorating acts, 
as they are called, for the protection of 
Slaves, have in this respect attempted, or 
sulected, tocontrol the master’s anthovity; 
andthe acts of the Leeward Islands already 
referred to, in the fourteenth section, has 
enacted, ‘Lf hat if any person shall * cruelly 
whip” his slive, he shall be liable to an in- 
dictment in the superior court of criminal 
and, on convic- 
tion, shall be punished by fine or imprison- 
ment, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
Tie slave, so cruelly whipped, is also, if it 
be thought necessary for his protection, to 
be sold to another master 

“ After these explanations, the nature of 
Mr. Huggins’s conduct will be better un- 
derstood 

“Nor content with gratifying his ven- 
geance by punishment within the bound . of 
his plantation, where he migiit have laugh- 
ed at public justice, by suflering none but 
slaves to witness his oppressions; he was 
resolved to shew his contempt of the law, 
and of the feelings of his more humane fel- 
low-colonists, by making the public market- 
place of Charlestown, which is the seat of 
the insular courts and government, the the- 
atre of a dreadful execution upon his unfor- 
tunate slaves. 

* Accordingly, on the 23d of January 
1810, he went, attended by two of his sons, 
on horseback, with upwards of twenty of 
his devoted victims, men and women, in 
custody of the drivers, through the streets 
of Charlestown, to the market-place ; and 
there proceeded to indulge his cruelty to 
the utmost, during more than two hours, io 
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the face of day, and in the sight and hear- 
ing, not only of frec persons, but magis- 
trates, who offered him no interruption. 
‘To one negro man he gave, by the 
hands of expert drivers, no less than ‘three 
hundred and sixty-five lashes; to another, 
one hundred and fifieen; to a third, one 
hundred and sixty-five; to a fourth, two 
hundred and fifty-two; to a fifth, two hun- 
dred and twelve; toa sixth, one hundred 
and eighty-one; to aseventh, one hundred 
and cighty- seven ;—to a woman, one hune 
dred and ten ; to another, fifty-eight; toa 
third woman, ninety-seven; toa fourth, two 
hundred and twelve; toa fitth, two hun- 
dred and ninety-one; to a sixth, eighty- 
three; to another eighty-nine ; and to va- 
rious other women and men, verious other 
crucl measures of the same punishment. 
‘“«Vhe poor sufiercrs were, of course, 
dreadfully cut and mangled; but they 
were conveyed to the plantation ef their 
savage master, and attended by his sur- 
geon, Who, at his request, had been pre- 
sent at the execution, and who, though a 
justice of peace, had not interfered, as 
such, to prevent or forbid the crime. By 
his evidence at the trial which afterwards 


took place, it would appear thai none of 


them died, though he admitted that many 
ff them had suffered severely from fevers, 
the eifects of their punishment But by a 
subsequent account from the island, it ap- 
pears that one of the womln who was the 
most severely whipped, has died since the 
irinl, or has since been discovered to be 
dead.—Enther this, or some other female 
sufferer, cried out during the whipping, 
that she was with child, but was disre- 
garded, and her punishment went on, 
Among the circumstances of cruelty which 
have been mentioned, one of the drivers 
was brother to one of the men whom he 
was compelled to lacerate in the presence 
fthe unteeling master. 

‘Atthe time of this outrage on huma- 
nity, public decency, and law, no less than 
seven magistrates were in Charlestown. 
Two of them, the Rev. Williem Green, who 
holds two livings in the island, and is a jus- 
tice of the peace, and the Rev. Samuel Ly- 
ons Who also holds two lvings there, and is 
a member of the council, were within 
hearing of the lash, and must have known 
of the cruel and illegal cause, vet did not 
atallinterpose. The same has been already 
remarked of the surgeon, Dr. Cassin. He 
admitted, at one of the trials which took 
place, that he was sent for by Mr Huggins 
to attend in his profe sssional character, and 
that having counted two hundred and thir- 
fy-six lashes given to one of the negroes, 
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he said he thought it was enough ; but Mr. 
Huggins replied, he did not want his advice, 
untess he thought the man could bear no 
more, on which he, the witness, reured. 
Another justice of the peacc, Mr Fdward 
Hugeins, junr. was seen looking on at the 
execution the greatest part of the time. 

‘* But though some of the mayistracy of 
the isiand were thus negligent of their duty, 
and appeared to regard the meliorating act, 
as all such ac ts, it is to be feared, are re- 

carded in every island which has passed 
the m, Viz. as laws never meant to be obey- 
ed; the House of Assembly at Nevis, to bis 
honour, considered this transaction as one 
that Ciey were bound in bumanity, and trom 
regard tothe credit of the colony, publicly 
to reprobate, and to make the subject of te- 
gal investigation. Qn the Slst of January 
1810, eight davs after the fact, they ca 
to a resolution to that effect, which thes 
ordered to be printed, and to be transmitted 
to England, and circiilaied throughout all 
the isiands, together with the evidence laid 
before them as to the facts of the case. 

“Phe Council concurred in this resolu- 
tion, except as to the printing and publish- 
ine the minutes; but they had been pub- 
lished previously to this opinion of the 
Council, in the Gazette of St. Christopher, 
by order of the House of Assembly. 

“It should here be observed, that as 
there is no newspaper at Nevis, the Ga- 
zcite of S . Christopher is the common or- 

ran of all fife ial publicatios 1s by the Go- 
vernme nt of Nevis. 

* Perhaps to publish the evidence at all 
in that stage of the proceeding was prema- 
ture; but the Asse ‘mbly seems to have 
thought that the audacious publicity and 
notoriety of the act demanded from them a 
public reprobation of it, lest it should re- 
Gound to them own diserace, and be a sub- 
jeet of scandal . Kurope. Whiatever cre- 
dit, however, the resolution may reflect on 
the individuals who passed it, the event has 
too well proved that the secicty in general 
docs not deserve to share in it. ” 

“ An indictment was preferred, and 
found against Mr. Hugi s, on the Act of 

the Lee ward Is lands before referred to; aud 
carly in May, 1810, 11 came on te he tried 
in the Court of King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas at Nevis, when the facts, »s here 
stated, were fully proved; and ind 
dispute: 1 on the part of the defendant. Ble 
contented himself with attempting to prove 
that the slaves had been disorderly; but 
nothing like forcible resistance to the mas- 
ter’s authority, or even mutinous or disre. 
spectful language to him, or to any white 
person, was proved og@ainst them by any af 
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his witnesses. The whole offence brought 
home to them was, their absentung them- 
selves from the estate at night, to avoid 
carrying out dung by moonhigit; and even 
in this offence some of the suffercrs were 
notimplicated. One of them had only nex- 
lected his duty as a watchman . 
it may secim strange, after reading the 
act on which the indictment was founded, 
that any evidence of chis kind should be 
received, since no ofience on the part of the 
slaves could justify the crucl conduct of the 
Inaster, But it will be thought sull stran- 
ger, perhaps, that the dete ndant’s counsel 
should argue to the jiuvy against their ebli- 
gation to respect the act i itse/f, speaking of it 
inthe most contemptuous WELs aN { intimat- 
zig that it was Passe {mei ely to sa tis fy the 
clamours of sume individuals in England, 
whom it was necessary to appease. Such, 
however, appears to have been the nature 


of the dcfenee ; and the dcfienee was cllec- 


tual Mr. Huggins, afier a short dclbe- 
ration by the jurv, was acquitted!!! 
“It may be thonght, that at least the 


offender wilh be discountenanced hereafter 
by the more respectable members of the 
society. On the contrary, a party Was 
making in his favour, to turn bis opponents 
out of the Assembly at the present vear’s 
election, and place in their stead a majority, 
Who may expunge the resolution recorded 
against him; and bv the last accounts, two 
ofthis sons were just returned. The presi- 
dent of the conneil, being his son-in-law, is 
the less inexcusable for taking an active 
part on his behalf; and the influence of lis 
own property and possessions in that small 
island is very 
West Indi ¥s Sa Master, 
abuse of his power over his slaves, is ai- 
wavs sure to find 
dance, amone - e many who are conscious 


considerable. But in the 
pir wsceuted for the 


VAG Verye . YAMTEZ SI Tey op tase 
Oars © i! arene VUNIZAUS VA AOUN- 


that the case may betheir own 

“ Mr. li is so well aware of this, 
that he has not been content to stand on 
the defensive. He has prosecuted, in St. 
Christopher, the printer of the Gazette in 
that island, ier ios erting ‘the minutes sent 
to him by order of 1 he } oa mi bly 5 and the 
prosceution has beenso popular ther ey that 
one tury staid out of court along time Citi is 
suid three days) because they could not 
agree in finding the defendant not guilty, 
though satistied of his innocence in point 
of intention. 

A juror at leneth was withdrawn, and a 
second trial afierw ile had. when the fol- 
lowing verdict was found: © Guilty ef pub- 
lishinga libel, issued by the House of As- 
sembly of Nevis, under a mistaken opinion 
that it was nota libel, and that the autho- 
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rity of that body justified his publishing 


their resolutions.’ 

The printer was sentenced to a month’s 
imprisovment, and to find bail to keep the 
peace for thice years.” pp. 44—60, 


Vhe ubove statement is fully con- 
firmed in all its parts by papers which 
have been laid on the table of the 
Hlouse of Commons, (many of which 
ure inserted In the appendix to this 
Report.) and particulariy by the notes 
of evidence taken curing the trial by 
the counsel employed, not only for 
the prosecutor, but tor the defendant; 
the letiers of Governor E:bhiott to the 
Mari of Liverpool; and the letters of 
J. W. Tobin, sq. a planter of Nevis, 
tothe Governor. 

It ought to be known, that to the 
exertions of the eentleman who has 
just been mentioned, Mr. Vobin, it 
is owing, that these uttroclous p!o- 


ceedings have attracted the notice of 


eovernment and the public. Mr. 
‘Yobin is himself a bet est Indian plan- 
ter; but he bas nebly emancipated 
himsecli from uaa shackles of pre 
which most around him 


judice by 
and he has dared to 


continue bound; 
be singular enough to advocate, ina 
West India colony, the cause of the 
oppressed negro. “Vo. his lasting 
aie be it recorded, that he bas 
spared po pains, abd scrupled NO Sae 
C: rifices OF per sonul ease and comlort, 
fo bring to light and to punishinent 
the attrocitics of which we have gr 
ven anaccount 3; und though assailed, 
asmicht have been expected, with the 
vilest sSlanders.as well as with threats 
of legal prosecution, he has continue 
ed to pursue, with a firm and unbend- 
Ing me bis honourable course. He 


hes, indeed, one peculiar source ol 


proicction irom personal violence: 
he is blind, and cannet therefore be 
called out to pay with his Itfe the for- 
feit of his humanity. But this defect, 
on the other hand, serves to make 
his exertions, and the mental eleva- 
tion which has dictated them, tle 
more meritorious. 
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»o.fore we close this review, we 
shall gave the eratificauon ol record- 
‘yc a second instance of the same 


iS 


manly and generous spirit, which has 


reccnuy occurred in anotier of our 


© Lobin,in writing to Governor 
Eiiott on the subject of Hugeins’s 


ro 


conduct, lias thrown additional light 


upon it. 


«Coming from 2 countrys where the foun- 
tains of justice still remain pure, and thie 
iberty of the press is respect ‘d, your Ex- 
pea mist, i am persuadcd, on your ar- 
rival here, have experienced the same fecl- 
ines of surprise and indignation, which the 
respectable part of this community did, on 
hearing a VERDICT of ACQUITIAL 
pr onouneed agamst one of the actors i that 
Bloody scene! ‘Phe evidence on the trial 
was still stronverthan inthe affidavits; for 
it appeared, not only that several of the ne- 
roes received more than two hundred 
lashes, but that a sail severer torture was 
inflicted on one of them, by the continued 
application of (wo cart-whips, to make him 
coniess, what he persevered in declaring 
he was ignorant of; and this was sworn to 
by two respectable witnesses. One of the 
women received two hundred and ninety- 
twolashes. She is still alive ! But, another, 
ofa weakerframe, and whose punishment 
was far less, diced, after a lingering ijliess, 
the 22d of June last. Had thev all died, the 
act by which they sufiel red being, according 
to the declaration of that jury, a legal act, 
the authorsof it would have becn perfectly 
GUILT LESS; and every overseer in the 
country, however ignorant or brutal, leit at 
full liberty to whip, mutilate, and destroy, 
at his pleasure, the slaves committed to his 
charge. But, fortunately, the verdict of 
a jurv makes no prececent In law; and 
CPUELTY, by the English law, which is 
in tull force here, is still cruelty. It was 
not defined by our ancesters, or its limits 
marked out by line and compass, but left to 
the heart of man to determine : and dic ply 
It is to be lamented, wi in this smallcom- 
munity such an appeal is found insuili- 
cient.’ 
“ Mr. Huegins, the author cf these evils, 
when l was here sixteen vears aro, Vi as 
then as distine -uished for his cruelty as in 
the present day, and his conduct held i 
abhorrence by every good man in the com- 
- nity, and by no one more than by Mr. 
ottle, since become his son-in- law, neither 
deficient himself in understanding or hu- 


manity. Mr John Stanley, late attorney- 
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general for these islands, some years since, 
assured my father, that he was examined 
before a committee of t.e House of Com- 
mons respecting a murder committed by 
Mr. Huygins, who has not scrupled to 
acknowledge to a finend, that he shot a ne- 
gro. It was understoud at the time, that 
the body bad been thrown into a negro 
hut, and burnt with it. An inquest was 
taken on the body of another negro, who 
died shortly after a most inhuman flogging ; 
but the overseer, who is still in the island, 
refused to give any satisfactory evidence 
to the erand jury who examined him. ‘Two 
wretched suicides, weary of hie and the 
sufferings they endured, have been taken 
out of a cistern with their chains about 
them. Not whips and chains alone, but 
iron collars armed with spikes, have been 
used, and T beheve still are, 4s instruments 
oF punishment by thisman. Tgnorant and 
brutalbas he is, he has amassed an immense 
fortune, and sull is grasping at the posses- 
sion of more land and more negroes. His 
doctrine was, that it was chesper to buy 
negroes than to breed them. He has pub- 
licly boasted of five attempts against his 
life by poison ; and there are medical men 
who weil know the facts. In the first six 
months after he took posse ssion of the es- 
tate called Pinnings, nine negroes ded 
Without any epidemic disease. A wreteh- 
ed old woman came to me a few days «go, 
to tell me she was compelled to work in 
the field, She was a favourite house-negro 
in her former master’s family, and hid 
nursed one of his children. Being ordered 
to throw a mixture ——— der and salt- 
water on the mangled bodies vi the ne- 

roes whipped in the mavk et-piece, she re- 
ae and incurred the dis} leasure of her 
roaster; and her intellects have since becn 
cvideetn disordered. An Enghsh groom, 
Who had been witness to many of these 
shocking scenes, quitted the estate with 
horror, and returned to Enghiuid, where his 
testimony will have some weight, as he 


bears a very good character, Whe ero, 


‘s! 


F anywho died, had not be en ers me d 
to hard work for Manv VCars before Nir. EH. 
got possession of the estate: but he put 
her into the field, and she was one of tose 
ordered to carry out dung by night. She 
never worked with the hioe again after the 
whipping, and died of an atrophy. Of the 
three who composed roe pur’ } 
quest, two were onthe jurv which acquit. 
ted Mr. Hugeins ; an oo coroner was one 
of the magistrates, who, with unconcern, 
beheld the fogging in th ie mar 


r ket-place. 
This inguest was never reiurned to the 
Secretary’s office, as is usual, aid was not 
to be found when called fur by the gran 
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jury, who, fortunately for the country, did 
not present either of the Mr. Huggins’s, or 
we should have witnessed a trial more 
scandalous than the last.” pp. 81. 84, &5. 
A letter accompanies these heart- 
sickening Communications from the 
fearl of Liverpool to Governor Elli- 
olt, In which he states, thet the nar- 
yative of Mr. Huggins’s unparalleicd 
severity bad made the deepest im- 


pression on the minds of bis Majes- 
ly’s government. “It might have 


been hoped,’ observes Lord 1. “that 
the fear of disgrace attendant on an 
outrage of humanity, so publiciy ex- 
hibited, would have been sufiictent, 
in any Civilized country, for its pre- 
vention ; but it never could have 
been supposed possible that so ia 
erant a viclition of tie clause of the 
act, calied'the Melioratton Act, could 
be submilited to the cocnizance of a 
couriof justicejand be exempted from 
the punishment which the judge is 


empvweredto inilict on conviction of 


the offender.” = Thad bis Lordship 
p: issed a few years In the West In- 
dies, and becn acquainted with the 
interior structure of a West Indian 
community, his surprise would have 
been somewhat Gifferentiy placed. It 
woud lave been excited by the novel 
circumstance of an accuser and pro- 
secutor having been found there, 
bold enough to unvell such a trans- 
action, rather than by the impunity 
" ‘hic h bas attended tt. 

The view which Governer Ejliot 
takes of the subject, in a letter which 
does not appear in this Report, but 
which is among the papers laid on 
the table of the [louse of Commons, 
isexcecdingly just. “Phe rootof the 
evil, he remarks, L es deeper than in 
the remissness or culpability of the 
individuals who conduct the govern- 
mentof those islands; and he repre- 

ents it as originating in the very 
frame of society. The acquirements 
of education among the white inhab- 
itants, consisting a “managers, over- 
seers, self-created lawyers, self-edu- 
cated physicians, and adventurous 
merchants, with httle real capital 
and scanty credit, are very unequal 


to the task of taking a share la the 
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government.” And be it remem. 
bered, that to this Class, so consti- 
tuted and so qualificd, the most im. 
portant fuucuions of government are 
enuuusted. The prevaience oF prin. 
C1p.c, elihber moral or relig “L1OUS, Is 
also (he tears, not to be fairiy Cuicu- 
lated from the repetition of tie hack. 
neved expressions, ol wiuich an os- 
tentutious use is irequently made in 
addresses, aid Ol ath OCCuslOnS Meant 
to meet tae public eye at home. To 
colect from such a state of society,” 
continues the Governor, * men ji! to 
be legislators, yudyges, or jurymen, is 
perfectiy Imipracticable.” 

We are happy to perceive that 
Lord Liverpool, with an expression 
of becoming indignation, has convey- 
ed to Governor Kiliot, the commands 
of the Prince Regent, to remove 
from their honourabie situation, any 
Magistrates who actually witnessed 
the attrocitics of Mir. tlugegins with- 
out interference, and who have no 
bevter justificaiion of their conduct 
to alleye, than ignorance of the du- 
ties attached to their office ; and he 
desires that this may be done * with 
that degree of publicity that may 
mark to the community to which 
they belong, his Royal Huighness’s 
reprobation of such culpable remiss- 
hess on their part.’’ 

So much space has been already 
occupied with the evils of the West 
Indian system, that there are some 
important features of it which we 
shall be obliged to leave almost whol- 
ly untouched. We allude particu- 
larly to the insufficiency of food ; 
and to the system of cocrcing the la- 
bour of the negroes by means of the 
Cart Whip, which is universally pre- 
valent in the WestIndics.  Particu- 
lar iustances of such cruel conduct 
as that of Mr. Huggins are only of 
occasional occurrence. The two evils 
which we have now menuoned, on 
the contrary, are of regular, unceas- 
ing, and therefore most powerful op- 
eration. During the hours of labour, 
the negroes are actually driven to ex- 
ertion, by either the appiication, or 
the dread, of the impending lash, in 
the same way as a tcam of “horses is 
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driven in England. Aud while they 
are Laus incited by brute force, in a 
Climate requiring indulgence, to et. 
foris for beyond their strength in re- 
s ect bot of mtesity and duration, 
ther ailuwance of food is, 1n a vast 
number of cases, exceedingly scanty 
and Inadequate, as we should be pre- 
pared to prove trom documents fur- 
nished by the West Indians them- 
selves. On this branch of the sub. 
ject, however, we cannot at present 
dwell. 
But what, it will be asked, is the 

remedy which it is in the power of 
Parliament to apply to these admit- 
ted and enormous evils ? Has not the 
mother country resigned to her col- 
onles, by formal acts, the right of in- 
terlor legislation ; and dees not the 
case of America furnish a practical 
and conclusive illustration of the dan- 
eerof interfering with such a right? 
We reply, that the contest with 
America was a contest respecting 
taxation, and not Jegislation. If we 
were to admit in the fullest extent, 
that the population of every British 
colony inherited an exclusive right 
to tax themselves, yet no such right 
of legislating for themselves can be 
inferred from the principles of the 
British constitution, and still less 
from the universal usage in similar 
cases. In truth, the laws of Great 
Britain, are, iso facto, the laws of 
every British colony, until either by 
charier, or by act of Parliament, a 
power of local legislation ts conter- 
red upon it, or rather delegated to 
it. It hardly requires an argument 
to shew, that if this power should be 
systematicaily abused to purposes 

directly at variance with those for 
waich It was conferred ;—if instead 
of being emp! oyed for the only iegi- 
timate ends of all rovernnicntthe 
protection of subjects, and the main- 
tenance of their just rights by an 
ecual and 1 Impartial administration of 
the law Sa—mit 1s ane the instrument 
" subjecting to the extremit y of de- 

grad tion and Wretchedness, to the 
most grinding oppression which has 
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ever disyraced any country whether 
barbarous or civilized, nine-tenths at 
least of the whole mass of the popu- 
lation :-—-it then becomes the Indis- 
pensible duty of those who have too 
rashly delegated such a power, (o In- 
quire into Its misapplication, and, if 
some less summary remedy does not 
proinise to be efficacious, even to un- 
nul the grant. Is it to be endured 
that the five or six bundred white In- 
habitants of Nevis, for example, shall 
combine to reduce to the condition of 
brute beasts not less, perhaps, than 
ten thousandof their fellow-subjects ? 
and, though depending entirely on 
the naval and military force of the 
mother country for the means of 
safety from internal revolt, shail yet 
question the right of Parliament, even 
to take cognizance of their internal 
pe ae 10 however flagrantly 
unjust and oppressive it may be prov- 
ed to be; because, forscoth, they 
have, at some time or other, receiv- 
ed what they choose to call a Hritish 
constitution ! The pr inciple has been 
fully admitted. that il the electors of 
a particular borough should grossly 
abuse their privileges, they may be 
disfranchised by act of Parilament ; 
and instances have occurred, even in 
our own memory, of the distranchise- 
ment of boroughs, which contained 
many more voters than Nevis con- 
tulns {ree inbabitants. Why should 
the charter of Nevis be beld on adif- 
ferenttenure? Besides this, the chur- 
ters, or constitutions, given to the 
different islands, expressly stipulate 
that nothing shail be enacted by their 
legisiatures, and therefore, by infer- 
ence, that nothing spall be ln torce as 
Jaw, which Is inconsistent with the 
laws of England. On this ground 
alone, there is not a single charter 
erantedtoa West India colony which 
has not been forteited ; for there 1s 
not a single colony in which the gilt 
of what is called a British constitu- 
tion has not been re as the 
means of establishing a system of ty- 
ranny anc des potism, no merely alien 
to the liberal spirit of British legis- 
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lation, but revolting to every fcecling 
of common hunranity. 

Butthe objection we are consider- 
ing stands opposed to precedent as 
well us to principle. Innumerable 
are the acts to be tound inthe statute 
books of this country, which eo dt- 
recily to legislate for the colonies 3 
and even the famous declaratory act 
of Mr. Grenville, while 1 renounces 
the right in the imperi. db pat 
of tax sins x the colonics, 1s so lar irom 
renouncing the right of lecisltine 
for them, that itsolemiuly ailirms the 
exisience rh, and the de- 
termination of to muin- 
tain it inviolate. 

ft would carry us too far from our 
present purpose, were we to discuss 
at laree this imporiant, but greatly 


jlument 


of such aris 


Parhament 


misconccived, subject. All we pro- 
pose to do is to enter our protest 


against that novel and snannesoideiggeer 
doctrine, which, for the purpose of 
saving in its Integrity the right of in- 
to — and crush, for 
their own cmolument, thousands and 
hundreds enema ir negese ow- 
end fcllow-subjects, would 
divest the imperial parliament of all 
authority to inquire into the exercise 
of powers which itself had incau- 
tiously delegated, or to redress and 
prevent wrongs, Which, but fer the 
protection it affords to > the wrong. 
doer, would oe be endured by the 
sufferers, perhaps, for a single day. 
For our own parts, we should be re- 
luctant to have recourse to the vio- 
lent remedy to which we have thought 
it righttoadvert; and we should ther e- 
fore rejoice if the colonial Iegisla- 
tures would themselves begin the 
work of reformation. But we donot 
see how Paritament can avoid look- 
ing into the case, now that it has 
forced itself into notice, without 
complete dereliction of its duties. 
To the disgrace of Great Britain and 
her colonies, the British slave code 
is more severe Inits provisions than, 
perhaps, any other. Compared with 
it, the code promulgated by the Span- 
ish government is freedom itself. A 


dividuals 


creatures 


[J uly, 


copy of this code has been laid on 
the table of the House of Commions, 
and is inserted in the Appendix to 
the present Report. We wiil briefly 
notice Ms principal provisions. 
Every master is obliged to in. 
struct his slaves 1 the principles of 
religion, taking care to explain to 
them: the Christian doctrine every 
hoiyday, on which they are not to be 
obliged, nor even permitted to work, 
cither for themsclves of for their 
masters,* excepting at the time of 
the crop. Phe sustices of the dis. 
trict, and the magistrates, are to de- 
termine the quantity and quality o 
food and clothes to be given to tie 
slaves by their masters, The justi- 
ces and miuistrates are also to regu- 
late the work to be done in the course 
of the day; giving the siaves two 
hours of each day for their own use 
and advantage 3 taking care that no 
seen shall be required to work who 
is sixty years old, or younger than 
seventeen; and thatthe women shill 
not be employed in any business 
which is not conformable to their 
sex, or In which they must “Sa with 
the men.t Phetr times of diversion, 
the commodiousness of their houses, 
the sufficiency of beds and bedding, 
and the erection of proper Infirma- 
ries are made the subject of specific 
reeulations. Miasters must not al 
low the sialic ul intercourse of the 
sexes, but must encourage matrimoe- 
hy ; hor must they hinder their slaves 
from 1 narrying with those of other 
masters. And tn case of such miar- 
riage, the wife shall follow her bhus- 
band, whose masier shall buy het 


. 
; 


is the 
also, 


*In the English islands, Sunday 
universe] marke ‘teday. On that day 
the slave is, in many cases, compe led to 
labour for the purpose of raising food for 


himselfand family. The master’s avarice 
will not allow him even this respite from 
toil, which the Almighty has mercifully 


provided both for man and beast. 

7 In the English Islands, the women not 
only work in the : same place with the mei, 
but in general are compelled to pel yform 
the same kind and quantity of agriculture 
labour. 
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at a fair valuation; and if he re- 
fuse, the master of the wife shall 
have the same power. The punish- 
meut of aslave by a master or stew- 
ard (und none cise have power to pu- 
nish inany degree) must not exceed 
the number of twenty-five lashes, 
and these must be given in such a 
sianner as bot to Cause any Contusion 
or effusion of blued. Offences re- 
quiring a greater puslnbment, must 
be prosceuted and punished In the 
slave, as in the case of any 
delingue Nts haste rs Or Ssltcwe- 
any as the A nts ubove 


case of a 
othel 


ards, labile I 


sneciiied. are to be fined 50 dollars 
i 

for the first ohhence. JOO Collars for 
the second, and 200 doliars tor the 


case of committing the 
cain, Shall be liabie to 
infiictions. When mas- 
ters or stewards are guilty of excess 
their 
effusion of 


ame wes avs 


etili he 


“VIC iy 


: ‘ ; > . srt det .s , . 
in punishing slaves, Cause 


them contuston, blood, 


members, besides 
the 
and be 


or mutilation of 
\ y shall be 
prosecuted as criminals, pu- 
vi shed according tothe nature of th 
crime; and the slave, if c: 
working, shall be soid to 
but if unable to 


restored to 


rine the above tines, 


} 
she, 


| eee J 
~ 
- 


ap cil ble wf 
another 
master; work, he 
shall not be his master, 


but shall malntained at his Was- 


4 ? re . :* «* 
ters expense. Ti any person, ex- 
tt & +) cy j » ct a) ee ur , cy +3} 
cep sung the master or steward, shall 
snyjure, chastise, wound, or kill a 


slave, he shall be dealt with cxuactly 


as Hf he had committed the same of- 
{> a oe a ‘ ',T , . es . x T 

‘ences towards a tree person,  .s.uS- 
ters are oblived to deliver ins yearly 


list ofall their slaves with distinction 
of sexes and ages: and when a slave 
dies, they must inform the justice ef 
it, within three days, ith 
the investigation of the causes of his 
death; and if they fail in this, they 
Shall be bound to prove his natut - 
death, or to submit to a Pe ‘Ose CULE 
Slaves have a right to aw ekly oo 
tion of time for their own eon 4 t, and 
they may also redeem themselves at 
z lair price. All female slaves who 
fave cohabited with their masters, 


g 


In fatiure of 


a view to 


\Jiakbe 


lawful children, the legitimate off- 
spring, of whatever colour, may, af- 
ter any act of acknowledgment by 
the father, inherit his property, and 
succeed to the mother’s without any 
such act. 

We are aware, that even if all 
these salutary regulations were, in 
aise admitted into our colonial sta- 
tute book, they might prove as inef- 
ic caclous as the melloratine acts 
which now exist there. We do not 
wantin the colonies new laws mercly, 
but a new administration of justice, 
‘The crimes to be repressed ure 
chiefly the crimes of the oligarchy of 
white inhabitants, who, whatever di!- 
ferences they may have on 
points, in every thing that regards the 
laws reguiaung slavery and protect- 
Ing slaves, are, for the most part, so 
knit together by elines of 
pride and prejudice, and ave so wake- 
fully alive to the minvtest circum. 
stance which may tend to lessen the 
Importance of the w hite aS compared 
with the black population. that while 
judges and juries are selected exclu- 
sively from this body, and while hu- 
mun nature continucs to be what It is, 
litthe hope can be entertained that jus- 
tice will be fairly administered be- 
tween master and slave. In the 
Spanish colo: gsr! 1e security of the 


oll 


otncr 


common fe 


Slave has arl SCI} it ‘Om this, that the 
judges who were empowercd to re- 
dress his sper ann ces, were directly 


amenable tothe Crown jor their con- 
duct, and were independent of colo 
und colonial juries. 
in In some respects 
to this be 


bial leoislatures 
And until 


anulocous 


a SVSLC I 


agimtritocl « . 
aeaopred Mh) OuUl 


own colonics; unl judges of re. 
spectability shall be sent from En- 


oland, posse ssing a due share of legal 
boner ledve, unconnected 
with the islands in which they are to 
ofliciate, armed also with powers 
wiich may enable them to interfere 
summarily for the redress of oppres- 
sion, hitle improvement is to be ex- 


a 5 = 
and WilOTiS 


pected. And even in this case, not 
only will the colonial laws re quire a 
thorough revision; but the judges 
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themselves, with what evercare they 
may be selected, wiil stand in need of 
tne vigilant superintendance of the 
supreme government at home, and 
should be made vo feel that tbey are 
louded with a weighty responsibi- 
lity. 

Another regulation which we con- 
ceive to be absolutely indispensible 
to the due administration of the co- 
Jonial governments is, that no per- 
son who fills the situation either of 
judge or governor, or even of secre- 
tary to the governor, shail possess a 
foot of land in the West Indies, or 
shall be the owner of a single siave. 


ilitherto our policy has been directly 
the reverse of this. Governors have, 
for the most part, been appointed to 
the charee of West Indian colonics, 


it trem any consideration of their 


aualiications for the office, or of 


iheiv superiority to those vulgar pre- 
yudices which have so fatally per- 
verted the course of jusiice in our 
West Indisn Islands; but for the 
very reason which should have 
been regarded as an unsurmountable 
bar to their appointnent; namely, 
that they were possessed oi property 
in land end slaves, within the colony 
over which they were placed. The 
fatal consequences of such a mode cf 
selection do net require to be parti- 
cularized: they are of themsclves 
sufiiciently obvious 3; and unhappily 
a pumber of facts, of recent occur- 
rence, might be menttoned, in ilus- 
tration of the evils with which it.is 
pregnant. Ti government, therciore, 
would succeed in their wishes and 
endeavours (which we beheve to be 
yery sincere) to reiorm our West 
Indian system, they must begin by 
entirely reversing this ancient line of 
pelicy. ‘Phey must not only bot per- 
init any owners of West Indian 
estates to till the offices we have 
mentioned, but they niust forbid per- 
sons Wio accept these offices to ac- 
quire any such property, on pain of 
immediate dismissal. This regula- 
tion may seem harsh, but it is indis- 
pensibie. Phe happiness of thou- 
sands of our felow-subjects, is not 


for one moment to be put in compe- 
tition with the interested views of 
any individual, however exalted. 

But we expect to be told that our 
exposition of the enormitics of the 
West Indian system Is contradicted 
by the evidence of facts. Mr. Hug- 
gins, itis true, has been acquiited, 
notwithstanding the most irrefraga- 
ble proof of his guilt; but then ano- 
ther culprit of a similar description 
has recently suffered, in a neighbour. 
ing islund, the extreme senience of 
the luw. The execution of Mr, 

lodve, a planter of ‘Tortola, for the 
murder of his slave, is a triun:phant 
refutation of all that has been alleged 
respecting the frame of West Indian 
society, and the incfhicacy of West 
Indian meliorating laws. This ar- 
eument has been already adduced in 
ihe Elouse of Commons; but had 
some papers which have since been 
presented to Parliament, been at 
that time on its table, a much more 
conclusive answer might have been 
given to the argument, than, under 
tue ignorance which then prevailed 
respecting the real facts of the case, 
ii could possibly receive. A copy oi 
the papers in question have just 
reached us; and, after having atten- 
tively perused the tale of horrors 
which they unfold, we are willing 
that the justness of our views of 
Wrest Indian policy shall be tried by 
this decument. We are willing to 
rest their vindication on the details 
of that very transaction, on wihica 
the friends of the colonial system 
have somewhat incautiously relice 
for the defence of that system. 

The facts sworn to in the differ- 
ent depositions, which led to the ap- 
prehension and trial of Mr. Hodge, 
we will now proceed to detail; but 
befere we do this, we are bound to 
apprise such of our readers as are not 
armed with strong nerves, that they 
will do well to pass over the succeed- 
ing fourteen paragraphs. 

1. In January, 1806, a slave named 
Welcome, belonging to Mr. Hodge; 
was employed by him as a_ hunter; 
to ¢o In quest of runaway slaves. 
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After hunting for four or five 
days, he returned home unsuccess- 
fal; in consequence of which he 
was laid down by Hodye’s order, 
and severely cart-whipped. He was 
cinme diately sentoui to hunt a second 
time, andina few days again return- 
ed unsuecessiul 5 when, with his old 
younds uncured, he was a second 
time, by Liedge’s order, laid down, 
and severely cart-whipped. Wel- 
come Was Immediately sentout hunt- 
ing athird time 5 and returning ina 
few days, with the same success as 
before, he was agela severely cart- 
whipped by Hloue’s order, and put 
in very heavy trons, with a pudcn g 
cach lee, and a creok round uls 


; and in the nig 


neck rhi-tlime was con- 
fined in the bilboes or lie 
at the same time allowed litile 
or no food, and consequently became 
so weak, that he could scarcely walk. 
Ta this condition, with d 
scasioned by his former whippings, 
was ordered to go to a neignbours 
e¢3 but being unable to pro. 
ceed, he feli down on tiie road, and, 
being Carried home, he was again 
cart-whipped, and died in conse- 
quence the same night. 
liodge having suspected 


StOCKS. 


Waals 


-eadiulsores, 


2. Mr. 
twotemalesiaves, $largaret his cook, 
and ilse a washer woman, of a de- 
sien to poison Mrs. Hodge and his 
children, he pouredaquentity of boil- 
ing water down their throats ; and 
having, after this, severely carte 
whipped them and chained them to- 
gether, he sent them, in a state of 
‘ntive nakedness, to work. inthe field. 
Both these slaves languished for a 
short time in a miserable condition, 
and then died. On the day that 
Margaret died, one of the deponents 
Soing into the kitchen, and observing 
she was stupid, asked her what was 
the matter; on which she pulled a 
handkerchief from her head, and 
shewed two very severe wounds, 
which, she said, Mr. Hodge had giv- 
en her. She soon after fell on her 
‘ce, and, being carried to the sick- 

Christ. Observ. No. 115. 
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house, died that evening. Mr. Hodge 
had been heard to say, that be was 
resoived neither of these wonien 
should live long. 

S. Some time before the death of 
Margaret, one of the depenents saw, 
in the sick-house, a chiid about ten 
years of age, named ‘Tamsen, with 
the skin entirely off. The depanent 
asked the sick-nurse what was the 
matter with the child; but the sick- 
nurse refused to give an answer, and 
seemed alraid, lest her master should 
know that the child had been seen. 
Oni inguiry, it appeared, that the 
child had been dipped, by Hodge’s 
order, into a copper ef boring liquor. 

4. In the year 1697, aslave called 
Tom Beailer, a stout, hale, hearty 
man, was by Hodge’s order, and in 
his presence, laid down and flogged 
without intermission, for at least an 
hour. After this infliction, he at- 
tempted to rise, but could not. He 
was taken up and carried to the sick- 
house, whence he never came out, 
but died in about a week. No doc- 
tor was called to attend him. 

5. Soon atter the ceath of Tom 
Borer, another slave named Prosper, 
was by Elodge’s order, and in his pre- 
sence, luid down, and for more than 
an hour cart-whipped without inter- 
mission. He was then taken up by 
Hodve’s order, and, with his hands 
tied behind his back, lashed toatree. 
Hodee then ordered the driver to 
use ** close quarters,”—meaning by 
this expression a more cruel and se- 
vere cart-whipping than is ordinari- 
ly used, the whip in this case being 
shortened and going all round the 
body, cutting every part, particular- 
ly the stomach and belly, and mak- 
ing at the same time comparatively 
little noise. In this situation, Pros- 
per was beuten till he fainted, his 
head hanging down backwards, and 
was no longer able to baw]. He was 


then carried to the sick-house, where, 

within a fortnight, he died. . 
6. A slave named Jupiter, about 

nineteen years of age, was, by 
S M 
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[fodge’s orders, severely cart-whipp- 
ced, put in heavy irons, crook pud- 
dings, &c. and allowed iittle or noth- 
ing toeat. He was also burnt in the 
mouth with a het iron. Ie shortly 
witer died. 

7. Outhe 27 
neero slave bi 
cart-whipped, 
sence, the 
ile died in two orthree days alter. 
When his body was carried out on a 
board to be buricd, it was seen by 
one of the witnesses in a shockingly 
lacerated state. 

8. A free man, named Peter, was 
hired by Hodge, asa cooper, at two 
toes per pnaien This man, though 
lree, was repeatecly cart-whipped at 
close quarters, ami in every other 
way, by order, and in the presence 
of Hodge, who also put chains upon 
hin. and had him worked with the 
field negroes. Peter soon died. 

9. In 1808, a young slave named 
Cuffy, was by order of Hodge, and 
in his presence, severely, and repeat- 
ediv cart-whipped, chained, &c. 
** He was cut to pieces,” and had 
hardly any Slack skin remaining. 
After a cart-whipping, which lasted 
upwards ofan hour, be was carried 
to the sick-house, where he died 
within a weck, 

10. Mr. Ulodye frequently caused 
the children on lits estate, about nine 
years of are, to be taken up by the 
heels, and dipped into tubs of water 
with their heads emncetaeapes kept 
there tll stifled, then taken out and 
suffered to recover and breathe, when 
they were again treated in the same 
manner, and so repeatedly, until 
they have been seen to stagger and 
fall. Onthis, Mr. Hodge has order- 
ed them to be taken up and _ sus- 
pended to a tree by their hands tied 
torether, and in this situation cart- 
whipped for some ume at close quar- 
ters. Among others, a mulatto 
ehiid, reputed to be his own, named 
Bella, was repeatedly cart-whipped 
by his order; and be was olso seen 
repe tedly to strike the chil’ witha 
stick on the head, so as to break her 


‘th March, 1807, anew 
longing lo Hodge Was 
in his master’s pre- 
manner, 


in most cruel 


head; and also to kick herso violent. 
ly as to send her several feet on the 
ground, 

A slave named Cudjoe, a 
smart active fellow, was so severely 
and repeatedly cart-wiipped and 
otherwise iil-treated by Llodge,. that 
he died. Another siave named Gilt, 
who had also previousiy been in 
eood health, after having been se- 
verely cart-whippedand chained, was 
again, with his wounds unbealed, 
subjected to a further severe cart. 
whipping, and dicd the same night. 
One of the deponents saw the body 
carried out for burial in a dreadtul 
state of laceration. 

12. A negro woman named Violet, 
belonging to Mr. Hodge, was con- 
fined and severely flogged and: cut 
by him for the allegea 
stealing candles. She died in con- 
sequence. A boy, a son of this wo- 
man, runaway through his master’s 
flogging him. When brought back, 
he was put in chains, and so severe- 
ly logged that he died. One of the 
deponents saw the boy a week be- 
fore he died, and perceived, from his 
swelled and ijacerated state, that he 
could not possibly recover. 

13, A boy named Dick, whom 
Mr. Hodge charged with having 
stolen his geese, was very often flogg- 
ed severely and in quick succession, 
at close quarters and otherwise ; in 
consequence of which he died. He 
had also been putin chains, and had 
his mouth burnt with a hot iron. 

14. One of the deponents, be- 
sides swearing to several of the 
above facts, seaned that for several 
years, during which the deponent 
resided on Mr. Hodge’s estate, Mr. 
H. had been guiity of repeated and 
excessive acts of cruelty towards bis 
slaves. Another deponent, who had 
lived, at different per iods, aS a mana- 
eer, onthe estate of Mr. Hodge, call- 


ed Belie Vue, and who was also a wit 
nessto many of the atrocities detall- 
ed above, swore, that at most of the 
numerous and severe cart-whippings 
inflicted by Mr 
he was not actually present, Mr. 


Hodge on his slaves, 


crime of 


shes, 
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Hodge generally choosing to inflict 
them without the presence of any 
competent witness; but that, in ad- 
dition to the instances at which he 

happened to be present, and which 
above, there were 
maby oilers were he saw only 
the effects of Hodge’s crucity, 
the iacerations, burnt mouths, &c. 
ofteesiaves. He wassatished these 
crucitics were inflicted by Hodge 
himseil, as otherwise he should have 
heard him inguire, and SE mE 

concerning these marks of suflering 
in hisown negroes. It was scarcely 
porsivie to remaim in the sick house 
op account of the otfensive snicil 
proceeding from the corrupted 
wounds of  cart-whipped | slaves. 
When this deponent first went to 
liv. on Hodge’s estate, there was up- 
on ita fine gang ofupwards ofa hun- 
dred able negroes ; but woenthe last 
wile of Hodge died, in 1808*, that 
number was so reduced by cruelty, 
and absconding in consequence of 
crucity, that negroes cnough were 
not to be found on the estate to dig 
her grave ; and therefore, the de- 
ponent and Daniel Ross, Esq. one 
of the magistrates who signed his 
Ceposition, assisted in digging it. He 
could not remember the names of ail 
the negroes who had died in conse- 

quence of the cruelties of Hodge ; 
but he knew the number to be ereat : 
sometimes three and four have died 
In the course of a day and night. 
On such occasions, no doctor was 
ever calledin. He lived tn all about 
three years with Mr. ifodge ; and 
In that time. he was satistied that 
Hodge lost Sixty negroes, 


are mentioned 


at feast, 
by the severity of bis punishments ; 
and he believed that nly one negro 
died a natural death during the same 
— 

Such then are the Creadful facts 
ofthis case. On their being brought 
before i el Elliott, be imme- 
diately issued a special commission 
for the trial of the offender. ‘The 


} . . . nd 
me ne died insane ; her intellects. it was 
— having been disordered by the 
shocking scenes she was forced to witness. 
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trial took place onthe 29th of April, 
andlasted from teninthe morning ull 


half past five on the mourning of the 


S0th. “Phe jury, after deliber: ang 
for two hours. brought in a verdict 
of Guilty, on the first indictment, 


t 
which was ler the murder of Pros- 


per; (there were five other indict- 
Na ly reserve); and sentence of 
death being passed upon bim, he was 


~ H 


executed on: the Sth of M 
tits is not all which appears on ihe 
facc ofthe parliamentary papers ; and 
iiwe were lostop here, dieediul asthe 
cetalls have been, it would give our 
readers @ very inadequate idea of the 
real nature ot this sinevular case 

lt appears, then, that Mr, Hodyre 
been permitted for years to 
proceed in his course of whole- 
sule murder, not ouly with perfect 
impunity, but even without inguiry. 
And yet we will venture to 
that there was not a magistrate, or 
aman in that small island, to whom 
his shocking barbarity was not a 
matter of notoriety. At length, in 
consequence of some violent party 
unimositics, he was arralgned tor 
murders conmmitted four or five years 
before. But for these party violences, 
his conduct would probably never 
have become the subyect of legal Ine 
ation. Vhe individuals who ul- 
dinsate ‘ engaged in the prosecution, 
and those aiso who were brought for- 


ay om But 


bad 


Sci Vs 


vestle 


yvard as evidences on the trial, had 
continued members of the same 
small communitv with Mr. Hodge, 


during the whole period that the 
work of death was notorrously pro- 
ceeding on his plantation. And the 
very person who took the lead in the 
prosecution, though he was an assts- 
tant judge, and perfectiy well ac- 
quaited with Hodge’s character 
and conduct, bad not oniy iived in 
habits of intimacy with him—auntil 
these party ciferences arose, in tie 
course of the last year, to which we 
have alreadv 
employed his influence to protect 
him from prosecution*®. Then, and 
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aliucecdemebrut mad even 


*We «assert this fact on the verv be stau- 
thority, A gentleman, distinguished for his 
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not belore. did this assistant judge and 
his gh begin to inguire afier the 
proot of Mer. Hodee’s crueities and 
murders; and then, and not before, 
were the first depesitions taken on 
the subject. Ii deserves also to be ne- 
ticed that this 
nued to be th 
Hocige, areata! 
connect for the Virgin 

afier his con:mittal, when 
suspended trom his seat im council 


enney man contl- 
Arthur 


festy Ss 


e Toro urable 
of his Ma. 
Islands, tild 
he was 
by Governor Elliott. 

We have already mentioned, that 


the jury took two hours to consider 
of their verdict, and when it was at 
ied returned Suilty, it Wes ace 
companied by a recommendation of 


vrcy by 


this recon 


ie 
a bapOriry 
- 


the prisoner to m 
ofthe :urors. Vo 


nendase 


rit >t swith aD 


tion, Governor Hi ecome- 
Ing broaness, refused to pay any 
attention. Such, however, was the 


by the 
clircume 


state of -ieoeannay hn produced 
novel and unprecedented 

? ' 
stance of a white mun condenined to 


death on account o f the murder of 
his own slave, and such the dread of 
an attempt on the part of the white 


population for bis rescue, that Gover 
nor Ldltott, who had jedged it] 
dent to proceed to Vertols in per- 
son, that he micht be at 
Watch the cours 
self under tine 

Ins martal law. calling out the colo- 


’ 


e of events. fteit him- 


»necessny of proclaim- 
ial militia, and sien himself of 
the aid 
turbuient 
quence of these measures, the threat- 
ened disturbance was prevented, and 
the sentence of the law was regularly 
exe cuted. il: € C rOV ernor observes, 
in his despatch, ** Phe state of irrita- 


ofa frigate, in orde *touwe the 


tito Bier iea, in conse- 


ry" 


tion,and L may almost say of anarchy, 
in which I have found this colouy 
(Tortola), rendered the above mea- 
sures indispensable for the preserva- 
and humanity, who endeavoured, 
residence at Tortola, 
to bring Hodge to justice for some gross 
acts of oppression towards a free person of 
colour, was frustrated in his humare ate 
teuipi chiefly by the instrumentality of this 


ver\ ISSIG 2 tlen the iette rot 


probity 
during a eetp PAPY 


130 pe Ig, Sce 


Mr. Mu graye, Li the printe d papers, 


ia 


tion of tranquillity, and for ensuring 
the duce executionol the futalsentence 
of the law against the late Arthur 
liodge. Indeed, it is but too probuble, 
that, without my presence here as 
commander-in-chie!, in a conjunc. 
ture so repiecte with partly aninmios sly, 


isunt Occurrences might have 
29 


unple 
ensued. 

The reply of Lord Liverpool to 
these Con:munications, 1s so highly 
hon iourabie to him and to bis Majes- 


ty "s eoverninent, that we deem tt 
i 


right to give it entire. It is dated 
Lire 20tn June. lS1i. 
“frecetved your several despatch- 


es irom No. 34 1e No. 41 Inciustive, 
however deep the indignation 
former letters, In refer- 
ase ol Mr Hueeins, have 
strong my ap- 
he law, asat present 
adequate to the 
niarexcesses. leould 
still iitiie have expected the acdtion 
al detail of cruelties that 1s thercin 


and 
which your 
ence tothe c 
excited, and however 
prehension thatt 
adn indstered, is in 
pr evention ot sit 


conveyed 

“Phe in whom they 
perpetrated, has sufered the 
‘nomMiNnous pun. 
flict; and it 


lividual by 
Were 
and most 
ishment the law cen 
remains forme to express 
iis rare exam: 


severest 


} ; 
Oniy WOW 
¢ 


an earnest hope, that 

ple of just retribution may effect that 

chapve in the treatment of the un- 
} 


slaves. which 1t should re- 
motives to procuce 
than the com ne of human 
ty towards a feilow-creature.or even 

ard to public decency. 
his Royal 


fo tdupnate 
quire no 


~ 
O_Nne! 


ee ie 
monicell 


ne com! 10}? regs 


“Tam commanded, by | 
Liiehness the Prince Regent, to con- 


high satisfaction be has 
derived {rom your abxious endeas 
vours, on this occasion, to secure im- 
partial justice on the trial, and the 
solemp cxecution of the sentence ; 
and his full approbation ef your con- 
Ccuct, In not permitting the interces 
sion of the individuals. who partly 
composed the jury by which Mr. 
Hodivze was tried. to suspend the ter’ 
mination of that iniquitous career 
which he had but too long been sul- 
fered to pursue. 
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“You are authorized to make ev- 
ery rea sonable conipensation to those 


7 individuals who may have been ip- 
 conveniencec d by personal attendance 


on the part of the prose cution. 
| none received the turther com- 


mand of his Royal Highness the 
Piince Regent, to desire that you 


will take an opportunity of publicly 
assuring the Council and Assembty 
of the Virein islands, that his Royal 
Hiehness has had the greatest pica- 
sure In Witnessing their anxicty to 
co-operate with you In the cause of 
humanity and ysustice : and you will 
acguaint them, on the part of is 
Roval Highness, that his Royal 
Hichness cannot receive from them 
ussurance their 
of their sove- 


> eo 4 1. eaey Ar 
interests thev feel 


t 


{} 3 . j 
uallerliire of 


a more 
reeard to the wishes 
reign, and of the 
in supporting the 
tish name, than their anxious en! 
yours to amcliorate the conait 
that class of beings whose bitter and 
dependent lot entit m tocvery 
nand support. 
Taking the fa 
ed prooi of \ 


honour ofthe rie 
leae 


Ion of 


ies ihe: 
protectic "9 

review of this boast- 
India humanity and 
has coine tous through 


ic only authentic channel, willit not 


\West 
justice, as it 
tl 

be admitted by every impartial rea- 
der, that our views of the su 
stead of being weakened, 


by 


brect, in- 
4] 


*\1 ey #4 
iC, fia i! 


‘ , 
4 

; eLh< oe 

co «ent bar Ci Pear »* »} } lé 

a sreauy Stren e the neg tS Lhe 
ee 
my 

* 


directly to establish the necessity of 
those measures of parliamentary in- 
quiry which we have ventured to re- 
commend as the ¢ only reme dy which, 
in existing circumstance Sy is at all 


hike ly to be efficacious. 


a But» € must now quit this part of 
J ihe subject With a si 


} ‘. 
nale oie ree 


M thy of our read eng may oave 
E been surprised to Perceive, by thie 
e pariiam entary debate S; 

us given in the hewspapers of the 
pdavy, with what promptness the 
vic nds of the abolition united to re- 
sist the attempt which was made to 
vive what are called British laws to 


tion. 





) theislandoef T rintdad. Unh: ery’ 9 Sf 


the West Indies. as we have shewn, 
Bish laws mean nerher more nor 
less than the communicaticn of 
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power to the white inhabitants to 
oppress, at their pleasure, the slaves 
and the free people of colour. It 
was thought much better, therefore, 
with a view to the happiness of these 
classes of the Os agit which out- 
number the whites im » prepor- 
tion of about fifteen or 
that the Crown should 
own hands, the 
nicht of les and that until a 
constitution should be framed, which 
might lp ri ote culon to all aaa 


of his 


twenty to cone, 
retain, mp its 
exciusive 


? * } 
SOIC aia 


Sial 10 1} 5 


SCAtere 
’ 
subjects, Li ¢ 


HESLV s 


 » 

: 

aya tt 
. 


despotism of our other West Indian 
colonics. should not be allowed to 
displace, in this island, the humane 
and considerate provisions of the 
Spanish slave code. 

The Report beiore US contains 
an ad ditional proof of the cruel In- 
justice of West lod n law, 2s now 
administered. We allude to the 


memorial 
the island 
John Vise. aq! 
cent and Directors of the African 
Institution, and inserted in the Ap- 
man, in 17! 


of a free nero 


of St. 


ddressed to the Presi- 


Ne} a Or "hits QO7 
je! nds 4 p- Of « iis 7 t @ 


had been sold by the executor o 
his deceased master, to one Claude 
Ah lexander, a frce mulatto of St. 
Vincent, who emploved him as a 


called the 
a voyace 


? 
mariner on board a slo ty, 
7y* 


Revenge. ‘Phis sioop, in 


} 


4 


°° , ‘ . - 
to one of tne oteer in:ands, was, In 
- O a re i e oune i 
October 1801, taken by a Spanish 
. — OE PA f° pre 
privaicer, and carried to Cumanoa, 
? we | er eee ee . | 
W eh eet Gg & di 1 “ COoOnGs mhead Ina spanis } 
. { ! > } ’ shia lar « ’ 
court of admitraitvy, the ship and 
cargo With tne Slave-seanien on 
’ rf ; ° 7 
ha Eve and Seecer i ‘ ‘ s{ Li - John 
VWyise. Vi ere SQ, ‘ t iwWiat kK i. ( 
? . ‘ 
VV ( S put isa DV AD 
an. wi os tel him to St. Croix, 


a 


and there sold him toa Dr. Gordon 
of that island, ee whose service hye 
continued until January 
Dr. Gordon died at Bath in Lnetand. 
whither Wise had 
Dr. Gordon, in consideration 
faithful services, manumitted 

and settled upon him, by his last will, 
twenty pounds a-year for life. Ai- 
ter the death of Dr. Gordon, Wise 


in Ene 


continued for some time i 


vi ae 

accompanied nim. 
. ; 

of his 


bim, 
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Jand; but in July 1810, he em- 
barked as « steward on board the 
"Troeresa of Bristol, bound to Prini- 
dad, atthe wages of four pounds fit- 
teen shiilings per month. On the 
18h day of November, the Theresa 
touchedat St. Vincents on her home- 
ward voyage, and on the 19th Wise 
wus seized and brought on shore by 
the warrant of a justice of peace ; 
and being i; eens d by Alex 
his runaway slave, was, without any 
hearing, or the permission of expla 
nation. first committed to oe. 
yunaway, and afterwards, tn defiance 
of all justice, delivered up in bon- 
dage to Alexander. 

A gentieman, whose name de- 
serves, with Mir “Vobin’s, tobe held 
ap to the grautude of all good men, 
f{ug~h Perry Keane, Esq. formerly 
of Lincoln’s Inn, being made ac- 
auainted with the case of Wise, did 
immediateiy and gratuitously take 
tun; and having applied in vain, 
both to Alexander, and to the justice 

peace for his release, sued outa 
writ of ELabeas Corpus, before Wil- 
Ham Taylor, Esq. the chict justice 
ofthe island. Mr. Keane stated be- 
tor the judge, the various circum- 
stances which had divested Alexan- 
der of all further right to Wise as 
his slave; and supported his state- 
ment by affidavits of respectable per- 
sons in the Island, who were ac- 
auainted with the main facts of the 
ease; and particularly with his cap- 
tvre and subsequent condemnation 
and sale at Cumana, whereby Alex- 
ender had become legally dispos- 
sessed of all property in him ; and 
als> with histransfer at St. Croix to 
$v. Gordon, and his residence at 
Bath with that gentleman. by whom 
he had been manumitted. But all 
this evidence proved unavailing, and 
the chief justice ordered Wise tobe 
delivered up to Alexander as his 
slave. Anexception was taken to 
this decision by Mr Keane, which 
was to be heard inthe month of May 
18ll; and in the mean time, Alex- 
ander entered into a recoenizance to 
produce Wise, before the court, on 


anaer as 


iwlasa 


[ July, 


that occasion. Wise, however, fore- 
secing the probabie effect of all at- 
tempis to redress his wrongs in St. 
Vincent's, and being tnformed that 
he had no remedy by appeal to any 
tribuoalin Great Britain, has applied 
to the Directors of the African In- 
sUtution to interfere in his) behalf, 
which they of course will be most 
anxious to do. 

Now, is it possible to conceive a 
case of greater Injustice than this, 
solemily anddeliberately sanctioned 
by the highest legal authority in the 
island of "St. V Seecenit 3 Is not such 


mal-administration as this a fit sub- 
ject of parliamentary inquiry? No 


tian, under similar circumstances, 
would have attempted, even in a 
WestIndian court, to reclaim a ship, 
cra bale of goods, or, in short, any 
commodity whatever, excepting a 
Nevo slave. Here is a man, who, 
having been torn from all his con- 
nections, and consigned, by the 
rights of war, to a new master, and 
having in that master’s service earn 
ed his freedom by his good conduct, 
Is Iniquitously mede to forfeit that 
freedom, merely by returning to 2 
colony enjoying, forsooth, a British 
constitution and British laws. Itis 
ohne most disgraceful peculiarity of 
the slave law of the British colonies 
In gencral—a pecuilarity which, we 


beileve, distinguishes it frem every 


other slave code on ecarth-——that I! 
presumes every bleck or mulatto 
person a slave, til the contrary I: 


strictly and technically proved ; and 
this without providing, for a free 
man of colour, the means of legally 
asserting his frecdom when it 1s i 
vaded, hower er able he may be to 
prove it. He can of course bring 
ko action while held in custody bya 
person cloiming to be his masters 
audifa voluntary protectoerinterferes 
no other remedy can be found than 
the writ of Habcas Corpus, the pro- 
ceedings on which are ill adapted to 
try a disputed question of fact. By 
the same monstrous code, the great 
est length of possession gives n° 
right of “freedom, nor any protection 
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0 Lee) aba 


gainst Ils invasion.—There 1s, in- 
ao no positive law in any isiand 
winch ssablishes these iniquitous 
puicsy NOY aby principle which can 
make them legal in colonics, where, 
by Express constitutional enactment, 
as well 
as by tae maxims of commou law, 
the code of the mother country, in 
force atthe ume of their setticment, 
ousht to subsist tii aliered by acts, 
eitner of Parltament, or of the tnte- 
rior fevislatures. But West India 
courts and West India juries will ad- 
here to their own 
slavery, as long as they are under no 
other control than that of 
petty and iliberal Jegishitures.— 
To such a length are these abort 
babie practices carried in the We 
Indies, that a negro or 
though in the posscssion of freedom, 
and claimed by nobody as a slave, is 
liabie to be seized and sold on ac- 
count of the public; unless etther 
an owner appears and establishes a 
rl: Ly ht of property 13) 


a5 WE DAVE already obscrvyed, 


ther Own 


nude ttc Ny 


him, or his 
freed om can be legally proved, with- 
intwelve months after his apprehen- 
sini. So has lately hap- 
pened,a man of colour, born in Eny- 
land of free parents, and 
course can have no document of ma- 
numission toexhibll, 


O!) SUlihy 


that, as 


May be seized, 
by the 
first person he meets, and commlt- 
ted to vaolas a runaway slave. He 
will, in that ease, be advertised for 


tothe West Indies, 


tweive months in the newspaper of 


the tsian not claimed in 
will then be seld by auc- 
Uon to the best bidder. This very 
Cas appears to have lately occurred; 
aud thus hea 


d3 and, 
that lime, 


Safree born Khoelishinan 


been recently and crue'ty enslaved 


than Bnaghsh Tsland, boasting an 
Euglish constitution and Eeolish 
laws. But is such a state of thi: les 


lobe endured? It is impossible. 

In a former part of this Review, 
We have stated, that all slaves unlaw- 
fully importe into the West Indies, 
we by actof Parliament declared to 
De ‘hse facto free. But the case of 


i r* 
Yohn Wise proves how nueatory 
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navional jaw of 


who of 


are such enactments. West Indians 
will import and retain slaves in the 
teeth of a thousand such acts, until 
some means are taken by Parlia- 
ment to make their decisions re- 
spected by the insular courts. Wiil 
every wretched African, who may 
be importcd contrary to the abolition 
acts, find a Hugh Perry Keane to 
advocate his cause? And if he 
should, we have seen how unavalline 
the exertions even of this generous 
and enlightened friend of humanity 


have proved, when the sphere of 


their operation has been a W est In- 
dian court of Judicature. 
We do not tceel that any 
is necessary for having eccupied so 
much of the our readers 
with these details—They are, in- 
deed, harrowing to the feelings ; 
but it is necessary that the real na- 
ture of our colonial institutions 
should be understood by the public. 
Itis only a small part of the case, 
however, which our limits will allow 
us to place before them. In order 
to a full exposure, much more 
lengthened details and cdiscussicns 
than we can now venture upon will 
be necessary. Our object has been 


apology 


time of 


merely to excite attention to the 
subject. 

Ve have done, however, for the 
present, with the West Indtes, and 
in the sequel of this Review, we will 


endeavour to confine ourselves with- 
in very narrow limits. 

The attent 
the African Institution, during the 
past year, bas been much turned to- 
wards the es, waheipes of the foreion 
as wellas the British slave trade. This 
obiect has been greatly forwarded by 
some late decisions in the courts of 
prize In this country. Inthe case 
of the Amedie, an American slive 
ship, the principle was laid down in 
the Privy Council! Appeal Court, by 

Sir William Grant, that the Slave 
T rade having been abolished by this 
country, on the ground of its inhe- 
rent impolicy and injustice, it must 
now be considered, abstractedly 
speaking, as having no legitimate 


ion of the Directors of 
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existence. 
frunicnt. 


‘When T say abstractedly speaking, 1 
mean that this COUNTY Gas WoO Py int to Cone 
trol anv forenn iegisiature that may think 
ot to dissent irom this doctrine, and to per- 
mit to lis own subjects the prosecution of 
this trade; but we have now a right to af. 
hi prime facie the trade ts illegal, 
anil io throw on cha ts the burden 
af pool, (het in respect of them, by tite 
ities of thorown PAWS, it iS otherwise 
As the case now stands, we think we are 
CNlItICd BaV, Cha clam nt ci ive No 
nent, upon pri les of universab law, to 
claim the 1 , ina Prize Court, of 
‘ ? ’ . 2 
human nes carried as his slaves. He 
must sti e right that has been violat- 
ed by the « mre, SOME wi ry of which 
hh i tS h (hi caspossessed, si! cf toavhich hie 
ought to be restored, ln this case, the 
laws of the claimant’s country allow ef no 
right of property such as he ciaims. ‘Vhere 
ean, therefore, be no right to restitution, 
Lhe ¢ mence isy that the judgment 
Diusi be aiOrnica ” 

This) principle was afterwards 
adopted by Sir William Scott, the 


. oa i : P : ’ 4 . a . . 
case of tne rortuna, ab American 


edaay : ta 40 2 : ee said 
Silip, BHUET at ortue ICZC Gisiuise, 


} re ; are Oe } ee > Sook a 
destined for the slave trade ; aba it 


was thus extended by this eminent 
Civilian, not merely to vesseis which 
had UCLA cheayed In the pure 
chase and transport of slaves, bat 


ch it mteht 
¢ i oved that there was up inten- 
soto employ them. “* It mat- 


ss ? 1 ».* .. 2 ’ ! 
pwr ears ¢F | , 
Ovserved Ci H 


to tnose respecting wit 


fare Fy ¢ a ‘ yigr « 
CCS TOt, SR cabsatd aii 


quent fuage, “Sin what stuge ol the 
empl: + Gah 97 é\a tie ve 1} wle. 
PLO MIG be \ da ic 3S is & ra nh J 
6¢ 11 iyot tap > ely iY ‘ s + | - 
WHEL 8} bist iC i? LOlig O1 tne 


onsummation 
of it, the vessel istaken; the court 
pronounce a sentence Of 
dcemnation, The principles 
which these decisions procee ns 


t? 


Cauanly a 
a - 


prosecution, or the ¢ 
cone 
on 
are 


any other 


. cde oc evar 

Si 11¢ , ZA GE of as to those 
‘ ve sre CAN H ¢ 

of America. Atpresent, therefore, 


the only nations who can carry it on 
are Spatn and Portugal. The Spa- 
nish flag has. been exten- 
sively used of tste by British and 
American i =protectine 
their illicit trailic; but the disguise 


indee (ly 


suprects 


Jie thus pursues the ar- 


has been detected in a vaviety of in. 


stances, and the ships condemned, 
Spain also has shewn a disposition, 
if we may judge trom the discus. 
sions In the cortez, to abolish the 
trade entirely; anathe revoituuionar 
of the Caraccas have already 
Portugal has ager ed, 
to abandon 


punta 
aboilshed it. 
by express stipviation, 

her commerce in slaves, which 
is Not Carried on directly from For- 
ports In Africa to her set- 
ships dona 


tuyucze 
ticments in America, in 
’e Portug By this tre 


ut cee ui C ‘Eee eat Vy. the 
whoe oi the Aliricau coast, north of 
the equator, 1s delivered from the 


trade, with the 


small 


Portugueze slave 
excepuon of the island of 
Bicunen at the mouth of the Rio 
Girande, the cession of which to this 
country ison that account greatly to 
be desired. 

‘The Spanish government, we are 
persuaded, would be more inclined 
to for ever this inhuman 
ral iCy if they could be made to un. 
how greatly its continu: 
is likely to endanger the safety 
colonial possessions, espe- 
cially as in the present circumstan 
ces of Spain it would be impossible 
or them to send any succours abroad 
in case of an peal ae But be- 
sides this, the Spanish nation has it- 


abolish 


C 
rg 
at 


seii in truth little or no interest in 
upholding this trade. What ap 
pears to be Spanish capital embark- 
ed i ti, is really either American of 


British, which the Spanish flag 1s 
merely prostituted to protect from 
seizure. ‘This view of the case 1s 
illustrated by the following occur 
rence. 


“© Two ships under Spanish colours, the 
Gi Nici ia and Palafox, were met by his Ma 
jestv’s frigate the Amelia, com :manded by 
the Hon. Captain Irby, on their voyage from 
a port in: spanish America, to the coust ° 
Afineca, for slaves. Captai n Irby, seeing 
reason to suspect that the adventure was 
really on Br itish account, detained the ves 
sels, and brought them into Pls mouth. 
There, on the usttal pre paratory examina 
tions having been instituted, the mastet 
mate, and supercargo all swore so positively 
and unequivocally, that the ships and thet 
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eargoes were Spanish property, that the 
Judge of the Admiralty felt himself obliged, 
notwithstanding some very suspicious cir- 
cumstances, to decree their liberation, on 
buil being given to abide the result of the 
farther proof which was ordered. 

“The supercargo, in particular, who call- 
ed himself Don Jorge Madre Silva, swore 
that he was a native Spaniard, and not a 
subject of Great Britain, 

“It was discovered, however, by means 
of two of the crew, that all these deposi- 
tions, thus solemnly and judicially made, 
were false. One of the ships were ascer- 
tained to have cleared out from England, 
by the name of the queen Charlotte, and 
to be still the property of British merchants 
resident in London- The other had clear- 
ed out trom Kingston, in Jamaica, under 
the name of the Mohawk. Both vessels had 
undergone a fictitious sale at Carthagena to 
a Spamard,and had there changed their ori- 
ginal names for the Gallicia and Palafox : 
and the supercargo, who had sworn to iis 
Spanish birth, proved to be an Fnglishman 
who had sailed from the river Thames in 
the Queen Charlotte, and was then known 
by the name of George Woodbine, which, 
when translated into Spanish, formed the 
appellation by which he was afterwards dis- 
tinguished, Don Jorge Madre Silva. 

“ When these facts came to the know- 
ledge of the Directors, they applied to his 
Majesty’s government, to prevent the libe- 
ration of the vessels, even if uncbjection- 
able bail should be offered, as the whole 
complexion of the transaction was now 
most materially altered. His Majestv’s 
yovernment immediately ordered the ves- 
sels to be detained; on which the elaim- 
ants, aware of the risk they should incur 
by abiding the result of a trial, abandoned 
the prosecution of their claim, and the pro- 
perty has since been condemned,” pp. ol 


The information which the Direc- 
tors have obtained from Africa, du- 
ving the last year, has principally 
related to the unhappy revival of the 
slave trade, which had taken place 
on the coast; but which, it was ex- 
pected, would be again repressed 
by the efforts of the naval force that 
had been despatched thither, aided 
by the decisions in our prize courts, 
to which we have alreadyalluded, and 
the powers conferred by the new act 
on African governors ; but still more 
by the terms of the new act itself. 
The pernicious effects on African 
improvement and happiness, of even 
Christ. Obsery. No. 115. 
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this temporary revival of the slave 
trade, is forcibly depicted in some 
letters inserted in the Appendix. 

In July 1810, a gentleswan, high 
in office on the coast, states, that in 
the course of his endeavours io 
check the slave trade, he had tne 
happiness, in some instances, of re- 
storing the lost child to his parent— 
a circumstance which not only gave 
happiness to him, but diffused joy 
and satisfaction far and near. ‘The 
chiefs of the villages had waited on 
him to express their gratitude for 
British protection, and had assured 
him of their disposition to concur 
in measures for effectually repress- 
ing the slave trade. 


“ The wars,” headds, “which formerly 
were frequent, and always attended by con- 
siderable numbers being taken and sold to 
traders, are now very rare ; and when they 
occur, the parties content themselves with 
pillaging caitle and a few captives, who are 
kept by the victors until they are redeemed 
bv the relatives, for whom they give bul- 
locks, corn, tobacco, or such commodities 
as they can procure. 

“ Even among the Moors, kidnapping is 
almost extinct; afew mstances occurred 
lately, which was occasioned by some per- 
sons, residing here, pressing them to pay 
some debts, which they had contracted be- 
fore the Knelish took possession of the set- 
tlement: all the children thus taken have 
been recovered and restored to their pa- 
rents, 

* To use an old adage, ‘if there were 
no receivers, there would be no thieves ;’ 
which is perfectly anplicable to the case 
with regard to the slave trade in this part 
of Africa, he slavery amongst them- 
selves is merely nominal: the master and 
servant are nearly equal: they work toge- 
ther, eat and drink out of the same bowl, 
and sleep under the same roof. 

‘© 1 beg leave to say, that 1 think a few 
Moravian missionaries would be of infinite 
service in each of these settlements; in 
the first instance, to give some instruction 
to the numerous population, and the visi- 
tors from the main land. If they arrive 
during my residence in this country, you 
may depend on their having my support 
and protection.” pp. 105, 106, 


In letters, however, of a late date, 
namely, in December 1810, and Fe- 
bruary 1811, the same gentleman 
— the state and prospects of 
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Africa in language widely different. 
H[e states, that many slave ships 
were then on the Coast, andexpresses 
a hope that some measures had been 
decided on at home to stop their 
Provress, as * Otherwise all the 
good would be undone which had re- 
suited from the honourable exer- 
tlois and sacritices of the Briish na- 
tion ; for,” he adds, ** until the tral- 
fic of their persons is stopped, it is 
in Vain to urge them (the natives of 
Aivica) to industry or civilization, 
when the safety of person and pvo- 
perty 1s so uncertain.” 

The same sentiment feelingly 
expressed by the directors them- 
selves, In the outset ol their Report. 
°° “Phe civilization and linprovement 
of Africa,’’ they observe, * are, In- 
deed, the greatends which the Insti- 
tulion proposed to pursue. But 
What rational expectation can be 
formed of any material progress in 
the atiatnnient of these ends, while 
the slave trade continues to flourish ? 
This traflic stands opposed to all 
improvement. The passions which 
it excites and nourishes, and the acts 
ot fraud, rapine, and blood, to which 
alone it owes its success, have a 
direct tendency to brutalize the hu- 
man character, and to obstruct every 
peacetul and beneficial pursuit. Any 
advance in Civilization is hopeless, 
where neither property nor person 
is secure fora moment.” 

But the root of this great evil ex- 
ists elsewhere. It is to be found in 
the West Indies. “ If there were 
no receivers, there would be no 
thieves.” applies much more strong- 
ly to the West Indies than to the 
traders on the coast of Africa. In 
the West indies (for we feel our- 
selves insensibly drawn thither 
aguin) is the spring which sets the 
whole machipe in motion. And 
sorry are we to Say, and we stute it on 
the most unexceptionable authority, 
that not only obscure individuals re- 
siding in the West Indies ; but even 
some persons of em:nence, have not 


scrupled to participate in the profits, 


w of Fifth Report of Directors of the African Institution. 
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and in the guilt of a smuggling 
slave trade. Of one petty pariia- 
ment, that of the Bahamas, we have 
heard, that in scorn of our legisia- 
tive acts, and in the confidence that 
they shali be overlocked in the mul- 
lipiicity of more important aifuirs 
which crowd the office of our 
Coionlal secretary of State, they 
have passed an act of their own— 
which act has received the assent of 
the kipg’s governor—that goes di- 
rectly to rend ¥ inoperative, as a 
respect the Bahamas, some of th 

clauses of the Abolition Acis of en 
country, “Pheir temerity, we trust, 
will meet with the coznizance which 
it merits; and they will be taught 
to know that even the Governor and 
Council, and Assembly of the Baha- 
ma Islands, cannot attempt, with 
impunity, to overthrow the solemn 
dectsions of the Imperial Parliament. 


All this, however, is only a fresh 
ground jor the institution of those 
inguirics into West Indian mal. 


administration, to the necessity of 
which we have already adverted ; as 
well as forthe speedy adoption of 
some efficacious remedial regula- 
tions. 

It appears from this Report, that 
the Directors have been very assidu- 
ous in distributing, among the ofli- 
cers of the navy, the information 
Which was necessary to incite and 
encourage them to assist in repress- 
ing the slave trade. In this object, 
the Board of Admiralty have hear- 
tily joined, and a variety of papers, 
drawn up and printed by the Direc- 
tors, have been circulated through- 
out the navy, under the sanction of 
their Lordships. About forty slave 
ships appear to have been seized and 
condemned in consequence of these 
measures, 

The Report states, that at Sierra 
Leone, there are between two and 
three hundred children at school. 
An offer, made by the Directors of 
the British System of Education, to 
take under their charge, and to in- 
Struct at their expense, in the new 
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methuds of tuition, two African 
YoOrUris, has been a cepted. Niauy 
oi tne seeds sent by the Directors 
to Aivica had succeeded 3 anda far- 
ther supply of valuable plants and 
seeds turuished by Dr. Roxburgh, 
of Calcutta, was about to be seut 
thither. 

The Report concludes with ex- 
pressing a hope, in which all our 
readers Wili doubtiess concur, that 
when the varlouS measures which 
have been adopted durme the last 
year are brought into tuil operation, 
avery cousiderabie diminution of the 
slave trade will be effected; and 
that the Divectors may thus find 
themselves mure at liberty to direct 
their efforts, and the funds ef the 
Jnstitution, to objects of ulterior 
improvement. 


— 


A Sermon pireached at the Parish 
Chu chof St. dndrew by the Ward- 
robe and St. Ann’s Blackfriars, on 
the 4th June 1811, before the So- 
ciety for missions to Africa and 
the East, instituted by Members of 
th: Established Church, being their 
Eleventh Anniversary. By the 
Rev. Merrvitte Horner, late 
Chaplain to the Colony of Sierra 
Leone; also the Report of the 
Committee, &c. London: Seeley. 
18li, 


Tur Report of the Committee, con- 
taining an account of the proceed- 
ings ot this society during the pre- 
ceding year, will come with pro- 
pricty under the head of Religious 
Intelligence, either in the present or 
some future number. We mean to 
contine the present article to a brief 
notice of the sermon by which it is 
preceded, and which is certainly a 
very eloquent and animated appeal 
to the clergy and laity of the 
Church of England in favour of 
missions. ‘The spirit of missions, 
Mr. Horne justly conceives, has as 
vet but half warmed the bosom of 
the church; nor is that zeal which 
Prompts to personal exertions and 
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sacrifices the characteristic of the 
day, orot the members of the church 
ot Lngland. He contrasts with the 
torpor, timidity, and irresolution 


Which are manifest in this tield of 


honourable service, the fearless en- 
terprise of British seamen, British 
soldiers, and British merchants. 
** fiad Arcot been detended, or the 
ficid of Piassey fought, in this ten- 
per, where now were our Tadimn em- 
pire? And‘ 1s it,’ he adds, **in 
fear aud irressclution that Bonaparte 
stands in the midst of the earth like 
an angel commissioned to destroy?” 
do those who question the efficucy 
O. why means which we can employ 
In evangelizing the heathen nations, 
and who, satisfying their consciences 
with the persuasion that nothing is 
tobe dene, look with unconcern on 
a perishine world, Mr. Horne re- 
marks, with his characteristic force, 
* What; then, ‘is the armolthe Lord 
shortened that it cannot save ;’ that 
he cannot do in us, and by us, what- 
ever he commands? Jesus of Naza- 
reth dic conguer the world by men 
of like passions with ourselves, and 
he hath piedyed himself that he will 
conquer it again,—conquer it more 
generally, more permanently, and 
more gloriously ; and it may be by 
instruments more contemptible than 
the blessed fishermen of Galilee, 
and by means less splendid than the 
miraculous gifts of the Hely Ghost.’’ 
‘Lhe god whom we serve, the 
Creator, Upholder, and Governor of 
all worids, in whose hands are all 
hearts, and whose pleasure is served 
by every varying event—He is all 
His wisdom and power, 
his faithfulness and truth, will not be 
neutral witnesses of our patience of 
hope and labour of love. The un- 
searchable riches of Christ, and his 
inexhaustible grace are all-sufficiené 
tosupply all our necessities.” ** Ifwe 
dare believe the promises of Christ, 
we shall see the lighting down of his 
arm in the ends of the world.” 

Mr. Horne’s reprools and exhor- 
tations are chiefly directed to his 
brethren the clergy ; and his great 
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object seems to be to rouse them to 
exeruon la the sacred cause of mis- 
sions. ** What avail,’ he asks them, 
“the doctrinal purity of our Art- 
cles, the Christauin spirit of our Li- 
turyy and Services, and the aposto- 
lic gravity of our Homilies, unless 
they be embodied in the clergy and 
enducd with lite and action?’ 
“From the externai enemies of our 
church we have nothing to fear. for 
who, or what * shall harm us, if we 
be toilowers of that which is mood 2’ 
It is trom ourselves that we have 
every thine to apprehend. A Lao- 
dicean temper and secular ile, per- 
‘at salvation. 


a 


sonal neciect of the ere 


and nevitrence in the discharge of 


our ministertalofitce 5 these are the 
mivstic fingers ot that tnvisible hand, 
Witch writes da fegible charceters, 
“Ye are weighed inthe balance, and 
found wanting.’ ta respect of imtys- 
Slows, and of every thing else, in 
Wich we fai, letus then rouze and 
reaeem our church trom ruin, and 
ourselves from shame.” ** To you 
Asia and Africa stretch forth their 
hands From you they demand their 
portion of the inheritance under the 
New Testament, of which you are 
the trustees and adiministrators. To 
you the church looks for the confir- 
mation of her best hopes, and the 
prophecies for their most glorious 
accomplishment.’—**) Superstition 
has had tis day, anda dreadtul day it 
was. The dav of Atheism, miscall- 
ed the Ave of Reason, has succceed- 
ed. and bleeding pations display its 
trophies. [tis time for the day of Re- 
lisrton to take place; and for the wea- 
ricd creature to rest in the peaceful 


and pacific kinedom of the Son of 


God.” “If Providence has placed un- 
der our dominionthe provinces of the 
distant East. it is hard to sav for what 
purpose, worthy of the Judge of all 
the earth, i is done, unless it be, that 
we mav impart to them the blessed 
relizion of Jesus. They, and the 


poor slaves in the West Indtes, are 
now our fellow-subjec's as well as our 
fellow-creatures ; and if we continue 
to despise them as brute beasts who 
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have no souls to be saved, they will 
have a great and terrible Avenger, 
who will respect no dipnities in the 
church or in the state, and who will 
call the most serious clergy to the 
most serious account; lor they know 
their Master's will, and approve it, 
and yet do it not.” 

Mr. Tlorne successtully, as we 
think, combats the opinion, that our 
meanest ministers are the fittest 
for missionaries, and that the best 
and greatest are superior to the of: 
fice. ‘Phe optnion itself he deems 
to be unfounded in truth, and preg- 
nant with evil. 

es Surely . he observes, “we can. better 
spare onc or two great men, than millions 
of wretehed beathens can dispense with 
(heir serviecs. An able peneral is worth 
half his army; an apostohe bishop half his 
clergy. Ungreat men, the Almighty sus. 
pends, sometimes, the fate of churehesand 
nations ; and this ts a ertsis in our affairs, 
Which scoms to eall for the services of no 
common characters. The meanest of our 
nussionarics Should be greatly good, toem- 
bark in a godhke work, on godtike motives. 
Greotactivity, indastry, patience, fortitude, 
and porseverane ce oare qualifications Essen- 
Trattothe missionary Without these, he 
never ean snceced Zeal, disinterestedness, 
talentsjclocution, will not avail without thew 
firmsupport. Flow few, even of good men, 
combine alarge proportion of these solid 
qualittes' Blant must be that tool, which 
receives not an edge from incessant sharp- 
ening; barren the soil, which derives not 
fertdyty from patient cultivation. Men, thus 
diligent im the noblest business, cannot he 
meanimen ; nor shall they stand before 
mean men, but before the princes of God's 
people, Usefulness, peace, and honour will 
attend all thei steps. ‘They are the men 
whom we want. They have the qualifica- 
tions of missionaries, though they should 
not have one splendid trait in their charac- 
ters. But to these veteran qualities which 
maintain the tug of battle, if we can accu- 
mulate on our missionary every endowment 
of nature and every improvement of educa- 
tion, nothing will be superflaous. We will 
despise no man: we will flatter no man. It 
was to no inferior, nor even ruling angel, 
that God committed the work of our salva- 
tion. It was delegated to his own dear Son, 
and rt pleased the Father, not to spare, but 
to brurse him ; to subject him to every suf- 
fering and indignity, that none might clam 
exemption, from the peasant to the prince. 
In his hand the weakest instrument shall be 
strong, and the noblest derive dignity from 
his meanest service. The master builders 
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of the sanctuary must be no common ar- 
usts.”” pp. 209, 210. 

 Pre-eminent as the episcopal order is 
now, the Apostles and Evangelists claimed 
the vlorious work of missions as their own. 
It was the post of danper, suffering, and 
labour; and, therefore, the post ot honour. 
Soitisnow. Meanisthe man, who thinks 
itmean. The office has sunk in estimation, 
because we are too little to assert its diy- 
nity; but when that day shall come—and 
come it Wil—when God shall again pour 
out his Spirit from oon hish, then we shall 
learn war, and know how to use mussionery 
arms.” op. QU. 

“Itmay be thought that Pam soliciting 
the migration of the clergy. Far from it. 
One inatundred miarht supply our wants, 
ahuandred vears henee. Would God we 
had iwenty | would God we had ten, wor 
thy of the tame ofthe Chureh of Enyland ! 
whose wisdommight direct, Whose courage 
might ammate, and whose influence might 
serve as a centre of union to the pious vouth 
from our colleges, Who would soon resort to 
our standard, when condueted by sueh lead 
ers. Acolloge inthe Bast for Reliyion and 
the Oriental languages, uncer them aus- 
pices, mipht one day rival the tamed Alex- 
andrian school; and: produce even native 
students to vie with its most 
worthies.” pp- 215, Ql4. 

To produce those strenuous exertions, 


PChow ned 


necessary to the end which we would ob. 
tain, we must be raised and fired, by near 
views of the glory of the latter day. To 
futh, as to the God whom she serves a 
Neverthe- 
fess, let us not indulye ilusive hepes of 
mmediate and splendid success. As vet 
we are only exploring the perils of the De- 


thousand years ave as one day. 
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sert, and not entering on the Land of Pro- 
misc. We may expecta mipht, long, dark, 
and perhaps tempestuous ; and shoulda be 
prepared to toil patiently at the oar, 1p sure 
and certain hope ota bright morning, when 
our Master shall come tous walking on the 
waters, and our weather-beaten bark shall 


rest asecure haven.” pp. 213, 216, 


These plowing with 
which we close ourextracts, will af- 
lord a fair specimen of our author's 
Its tervid and impassioned, 
far beyond the ordinary tone of the 
nelish pulpit. 
his subject, and he gives free vent 
May the zeal which 
anpimates hin be wenerally diffused 


passares, 


style. 
‘The preacher teels 
to his feclings. 
throurh the bishops and pastors of 


Cherist’s flock ! 
this 


to whese perusal we 
Then 
mivht we hope to see the glorious 


recommend discourse. 
anita IpPatlons ol this able advocate ol 
‘Then 
might we hope to see “the dispers- 


DLISSIONS speedily realized. 
ed oof Israel and Judah restored te 
the landoltheim fathers.and converted 
tothe faith ofthat Messiah whom they 
‘Sthe ful- 


ness ol the Gentiles flowing to her, 


have so long reyected 2’ 


and the kinedoms of the world be- 
coming the kingdoms of our God 
and of his Christ, until riehteous- 
ness cover the carth, as the waters 
cover the great deep.” 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
Prerartne for publication :——Several of 
the Herculancum MSS. (at the Clarendon 
Press) by Mr. Hayter ;—and an Account 
ofthe Kingdom of Tunis, by Mr. ‘Thomas 
M‘Gull 

In the press : Second volume of a New 
Analvsis of Chronology, by the Rev. liv. 
Hales, of Kellesandra ;—an Historical [s- 
say on the temporal Power of the Popes, the 
Abuse of their spiritual Ministry, and the 
Wars they have declared against Sover 
eigns ;—an abridged edition of Neal’s Mis- 
tery of the Puritans, by the Rev. Mr. Par- 
sons, Leeds ;—and an Lmproved Harmony 
of the four Gospels, by John Chambers, 
Worksop, Notts, late of Wainsworth, near 
Doncaster. 


have been adjudged 


materne varietate.” Mr. Charles Bathurst 
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The Compositions 
Latin 


essay, ** De Styl Cieeromant in diversa 
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Bioglish lossay,  Pune- 


B. A. of Ch. Cli- 


ral and Sepulchral Honours” Mr Attheld 
of Orie! Collere.— atin verse, “ Hereula. 
neum.” 
Sir Roger 
verse, ** Phe Parthenon ; 
Oricl Colleye. 


Nir. Hlushes, of Oriel College ome 
Newdipate’s Prize: English 


* Mr. Burdon of 


CAMURIDGE. 


The ccremony of the Installation of the 


Duke of Gloucester, as Chaneetlor of the 
University, took place on the 29th of June, 
inthe Senate house. 


The Viec- Chancellor 
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first addressed his Royal Highness, in an 
English speech ; in which he compliment- 
ed him on his military distinction, and on 
his strenuous exertions for the abolition 
of the slave trade ; alluding also to his re- 
gularity while an under graduate of the 
University, and to other topics. ‘ihe Chan 
cellor having taken the oath of ofiice, and 
being seated in the chair of state, the Pub- 
lic Orator, the Rev. R. ‘Tatham, dclivercd a 
Latin oration. His Highness then rose frum 
his seat, and replied in a very elegant and 
appropriate speech, delivered with good 
emphasis and action, to both the Vice- 
Chancellor and the Public Orator. It was 
received with unbounded applause.—We 
were happy to observe, that here, as at Ox- 
ford, in the diflerent declamations which 
took place, the efiorts of the Chancellor in 
promoting the abolition of the slave trace, 
formed a very prominent figure —The 
festivities, Which were remarkabiv splendid, 
continued for four days. 

Statement of Balances of Money and Se- 
curities of the Suitors in the Court of Chan- 
cery, in the different periods under-men- 
tioned ; as represented by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, to 2 Committee of thie 
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Wrought iron has been proposed as an 
advantageous substitute for the materials 
now in use for many purposes in shipping. 
A mast of this metal, the cylinder being 
half an inch thick, andthe same height and 
diameter as a wood mast, will not be so 
heavy, and will be considerably stronger, 
much more durable, less liable to be injur- 
ed by shot, and can be easily repaired, even 
atsea. It will weigh only twelve tons, and, 
at 45/. per ton, willnot cost more than 540/. 
while its strength will be nearly fifty per 
cent. above that of a wooden mast that 
weighs twenty-three tons, and costs nearly 
1200/.. This mast is made to strike nearly 
as low as the deck, to ease the ship ina 
heavy sea. Ships furnished with wooden 
masts are, in such circumstances, obigred 
io cut them away. Ships furnished with 


jron masts will not, like others, be exposed 
to the risk of receiving damage from light- 
ning, the iron mast being itself an excellent 
conducter : by using an iron bolt from the 
bottom ofthe mast through the Kelson and 
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keel, the electric matter will be conducted 
through the bottom of the ship into the wa- 
ter, without injury to the ship. Yards and 
bowsprits may also be made of wrought 
iron, at the same proportion of strength 
and expense as the mast. The shrouds 
and stays may also be of iron, and will buth 
be cheaper and last longer than rope. 


ITALY. 


The ancient city of Veil, as ts known, was 
taken by the Romans in the year of Rome 
o6V; it Was repeopled, and afterwards em- 
bellished by the emperors.—Mr. Giorgi, 
an agriculturist and owner of the soil, 
having disecvered in’ February last, at 
twelve feet dcep in the earth, a number of 
columns, employed thirty workmen to pro. 
secute lis researches. He has lately found 
the most beauufal statue of ‘liberius 
known; ofheroie size, sitting. The head 
resembles the medals perfectly, and is sub- 
lime both in execution and expression, 
The arms, the knees, the hair, the drapery, 
are excellent. It is of Greek marble, and 
the work of a Greck artist. A fine bust, 
supposed to be of Lepidus ; a Phrygian 
slave, a caryatides; a beautiful head of 
Vlora; the lower part of a figure of a 
priestess, the drapery in the highest style ; 
other fraements, animmense do/ium, many 
capitals of columns, &c. were found at the 
same time. What renders this discovery 
truly remarkable is, that the capitals of 
columns were ranged in aorderly manner, 
one row on another; the columns were 
Jaid along ; the head of the statue of Tibe- 
rius was placed between his feet. Hence 
there is every reason to conclude that this 
edifice was destroyed in an orderiy man- 
ner; and so that the separated parts might 
be concealed from the barbarians ; perhaps 
with a view to subsequent reunion. 

The labours executing in the ancient Jo- 
rum at Rome have contributed to our bet- 
ter knowledge of the topography of ancient 
Rome. The pavement of the Via Sacra is 
uncovered ; and measures have been taken 
ofits breadth : its direction also las been 
ascertained ; but unluckily it is nearly chirty 
palms (22 feet) below the surface of the 
earth ; which renders the complete discov- 
ery of it hopeless. 

In the Coliseum the whole of the steps 
are uncovered ; and below these steps an 
enormous pavement having several open- 
ings forthe discharge of water. It appears 
that a subterranean aqueduct conveyed the 
water to the Tiber. ‘the ancient arena, 
with the walls around it, is partly cleared ; 
and it is hoped that afew months will shew’ 
us the whole of the Coliseum. 
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rHEOLOGY. 

La Liturgie ou Formulaire des Prieres 
Pubiques, selon PUsage de PEgthise Anvti- 
cane, (apres la dermere edition de 1806 
par N. Wanostrocht, 1.1 D. et maintenant 
rej véc par Vheoph. Abauzit, Pasteur de 
Peelse Contormiste de St. Martin Orgurs, 
Caunon-street. 4s. 6d. 

Sermons, Charges, and ‘Tracts, now first 
collected into one Volume. sy Shute, 
Bishop of Durham. 8vo. 9s. 

Sirictures on Subjects, chiefly relating to 
the established Religion and the Clergy. 
By the Res. Josiah Thomas. Ss. 6d. 

‘A Course of Lectures, containing a De- 
scripionand SystematicArrangement ofthe 
geversl Branches of Divinity. By Uerbert 
Marsh, D.D. F RLS. Part HL. Ss. 

Four Discourses on the Nature, Design, 
Uses, and History, of the Ordinance of Bap- 
tisss; with a Preface. By Joshua ‘Poulnin, 
D.D. 3s 6d 

De: otional aud Doctrinal Extracts, from 
Ep sues ofthe Yearly Mectings,in London, 
of the People called Quakers, from 1678 to 
1810. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A Series of Views of Picturesque and 
Romantic Scenery in Madeira, the Cape of 
Good Hope, Timor, China, Prince of Wales’s 
Isand, Bombay, Mahratta Country, St. He- 
lena, and Jamaica. kngraved by Heath, 
Woolnoth, and Cook, from drawings made 
in those Countries by William Wesiall. 
Part 1. 10s. 6d. proofs 15s. 

A Biographical Ulustration of the Ency- 
clope lia Britannica. No.t. Containing 45 
Poitraits in outline ; to be completed in 20 
Nunbers. Royal 4to.4s medium 4to. 3s. 

Psyche, or the Legend of Love and other 
Poems. By the late Mrs. Henry Tiglie. 
4to. 1/, ils, 6d. 
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Memoirs of the Life, Writings, and Cor 
respondence,ofthe late Mr. William Smellic, 
Printer ; Secretary and Superintendant of 
Natural History to the society of Scottish 
Antiquities, FR. S.; author of the Philo- 
sophy of Natural History, translator of the 
Works of Butlon, &c. &c. By Robert Kerr, 
F.R.S.and F.A.s. Ed. 2 vols. 8vo0. 14.7s. 

The Life of W. Waynflete, Bishop of 
Winchester, Lord High Chancellor to Hen- 
ry VI, and Founder of Magdalen College, 
Gxiord. By the late Rev. Richard Chand- 
ler, D D. formerly Fellow of that College, 
and author of Vraveis in Asia Minor, &e. 
Royal 8vo. 18s. 

A Chiristian’s Survey of all the Primary 
Events and Periods of the World, from the 
Commencement of History, to the Conclu- 
sion of Prophecy. Foolscap 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The New annual 


Register for 1810, 


Svo. 12. 
Sketches of the Present Manners, Cus- 
toms, and Scenery, of Scotland ; with inci- 


dental remarks on the Scottish Character. 
By Elizabeth Isabella Spence. 2 vols. 
12imo. 12s. 

Tle Works of Beilby Porteus, D. D. late 
Lord Bishop of London, with an Account 
of his Life. Bythe Rev. Robert Hodgson, 
A.M. F.R.S. Rector of St. George’s Han- 
over-square ; and one of the Chaplains in 
Ordinary to his Majesty. 6 vols. 8vo. 22. 8s. 

An Account of the Mode of Roofing with 
Paper, used at Tew Lodge Farm, and other 
Places. By J.C. Loudon. 8vo, 2s, 6d. 

A Report upon the Herculaneum Manu. 
scripts. By John Hayter, A. M. Royal 4to, 
1/ 8s. 

A Portraiture of the Heavens, construct- 
ed for the use of Students in Astronomy, 
by the Rev. F. Wollaston, F. R.S. Onten 
Folio Plates. 1/. Is. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN: 


A concise account of the Missions of the 
United Brethren, among heathen nations, 
has long been desired ; and such an acount 
having recently been presented to the pub- 
lic, we are happv to have an opportunity of 
Making our readers better acquainted with 
the nature and extent of the exertions of 


this valuable body of Christians.—Ever 
since the year 1732, the Church of the 
Brethren have endeavoured to extend the 
benefits of Christianity to heathen nations. 
From small beginnings, their Missions have 
increased to thirty settlements, in which 
about 150 Missionaries are employed, wha 
have under their care about 24,000 con- 
verts from among various heathen tribes. 
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Their motives in sending missionaries 
was, and continues to be, an ardent desire 
to promote the salvation of their fellow men, 
by making known to them the Gospel of 
jesus Christ. hey were grieved to hear 
of so inany millions sitting in darkness ; 
and, trusting in the promises of God, oy 
went forth with a confident hope, that their 
labour would not be in vain. Not disheart- 
ened by the smallness of their means, they 
wen. forth inthe strength of their God, 
and He has wrought wonders in their behalf. 
The same spirit still prevatis in their con- 
gregations ; and there has been found a 
continual and increasing succession of per- 
sons, Who have been ready to enter on the 
dangers and hardships of the missionary 
service. No mission, however, has been 
undertaken but by particular invitation, 
and with a prospect of being protected in 
a permanent establishment 

Members of the Brethren’s church, dis- 
posed to serve in Missions, mention their 
views to acommittee of the synod appoimt- 
ed to superintend missions : and if no eb- 
jection appears, they are considered as 
candidates. As to qualifications, much eru- 
dition is not required. Vo be well versed 
in the sacred Scriptures, and to have an ex- 
perimental Knowledge of the truths they 
contain, is indeed judged indispensably ne- 
cessary. But it has been found by experi- 
ence, that « good understanding joined toa 
fricnidly disposition, aud, «above all, a heart 
tilled with the love of God, are the best and 
most essential qualificationsof'a missionary. 
Nor ure, in general, the hsbits of a stu- 
dent so well calculated to form his body for 
a laborious life as those of a mechanic. 

Yet men of learning are not excluded, 
and thei gifts have been made useful in va- 
rious ways, When vacancies occur, ornew 
Missions ave to be begun, the list of can- 
didates is examined, and those who ap- 
pear suitable are called upon, and accept or 
decline the call as they find themselves dis- 

osed ” 

The settlements of the United Brethren 
among the heathen, onthe first of January 
last, were as follows, viz. 

Begun in 1732, in the Danish West In- 
dia islands, amongst the negro slaves ; in St. 
Thomas, two settlements; in St. Croix, 
three; in St. Jan, two. Begun in 1733, in 
Greenland, three. Begun in 1754, among 
the native Indians, in North America, two 
settlements. one in Upper Canada, and one 
on the Muskingum ; since which one has 
been formed, in 1801, among the Chero- 
kees, and one among the Creeks in 1807. 
Begun in 1758, in South America, three 


acttlements among the negro slaves, free 
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negroes and native Indians, in and near 
Surinam. Begun in 1754, in Jamaica, two 
settlements ; in 1756, in Anugua, three ; 
in 1; 64, among the Esquimaux Indians, on 
the coast of Labrador, three ; im 1765. one 
in Barbadoes, and one among the Calmucs 
at Sarepta, near the Caspian Sea; and in 
1775, one in the island of St. Kitv’s. In 1736, 
a settlement was formed among the Hot- 
tentots, near the Cape of Good Hope, 
which it became necessary to abandon, but 
the attempt was renewed in 1792, and two 
settlements have been formed there. In all, 
29. 

The Brethren had formerly three flou- 
rishing settlements on the Muskingum, in 
North America. Inthe American war, the 
seitlements were destroyed, and the inha- 
bitants partly murdered. 

In 1736, George Schmidt, a man of re. 
markabie zeal and courage, had succeeded 
in’ forming a small congregation from 
amon the Hottentots. He left them to 
the care of a pious man, and returned to 
Kurope to procure assistance, The Dutch 
East India Company would not, however, 
permit him to resume his labours, lest the 
conversion of the Hottentots should i injure 
the col At length, in 1792, after re- 
peated aalie ations, leave was given to the 
Brethren to send out fresh missionaries. 
The different governments, whether Bri- 
tish or Dutch, have since been extremely 
favouruble to them ; and they now proceed 
successfully on the very spot, Bavian’s 
Kloof, where George Schmidt had laboured. 
‘i’his place, in 1792, was barren and unin- 
habited. At present there are five married, 
and two single missionaries residing there, 
with abont 1000 Hottentots. A second 
mission has been begun, by desire of Earl 
Caledon, of whom the missionaries speak 
in the very highest terms. 

Attempts have been made to establish 
Missionaries near Tranquebar, on the Co- 
romandel coast, in the Nicobar islands, 
and at Serampore and Potna in Bengal. 
But various circumstances, and particu- 
larly the expense, which far exceeded 
the ability of the Brethren, occasioned 
the relinquishment of all these attempts. 

The mission at Sarepta has not been 
very successful among the Calmuc Tartars 
for whose benefit it was designed, although 
the exertions of the missionaries have been 
greatand persevering. They have however, 
been made very useful to the German colo- 
nists on the W olga, and they have also 
turned their attention to the education of 
heathen children. 

The most flourishing missions at present 
are, those in Greenland, Labrador, Antigua 
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St. Kitt’s the Danish West India islands, 
and the Cape of Good Hope. in Jamaica, 
the progress has been slow. 

Missions have also been attempted to 
the following places, which have not suc- 
eceded ; to Lapland in 1755; to the coast 
of Guinea, in 1737, and again in 1768; to 
the negroes in Georgia, in 1738, to the 
slaves in Algiers, in 1739; to Ceylon, in 
1740; to Persia, in 1747; and to Egypt, 
in 1752. In Upper Egypt, there was some 
prospect of success ; but the wars of the 
beys made the stay of the Brethren unad- 
visable. 

‘he general synods of the Brethren’s 
church appoint a select number of bishops 
and elders, called the Elders’ Conference 
of the Unity, to superintend its concerns 
till the next general synod, which meets 
usually every seven or eight years. ‘this 
conference is divided into four committees, 
to one of which the care of missions is en- 
trusted. With this committee all mis- 
sionaries correspond. From their letters 
and diaries, a secretary makes extracts, of 
which copies are sent and read to all the 
congregations and missions. All things 
relating to missions are first discussed in 
this committee ; but no resolutions are 
formed without the concurrence of the 
whole conference. In each settlement, one 
brother is appointed to superintend the 
mission; but he never acts without con- 
sulting his fellow-labourers. A society is 
formed among the Brethren in London, 
which takes the whole charge of the mis- 
sion at Labrador, and assists the other 
Missions, especially those in the British 
dominions, as much as hes in their power. 
A small vessel is employed to convey the 
necessaries of life to the missionaries on 
the coast of Labrador once a year ; and for 
upwards of forty years, no disaster has be- 
fallen this vessel, so as to interrupt the 
regular annual communication, though the 
navigation is ofa very dangerous kind. In 
Amsterdam, a similar society was formed ; 
but the troubles in Holland have put it out 
of their power to assist much at present. 
Another society of the same kind exists 
among the Brethren in America, These 
three societies have done all in their power 
to support the accumulated burdens of the 
missions ; but they have no power to begin 
new missions, or to send out missionaries, 
Which is vested solely in the Elders’ Con- 
ference of the Unity. 

The regulations of the settlements are 
every where the same. The Gospel is 


preached to all the heathen to whom the 

missionaries can have access, who likewise 

diligently visit and converse with them in 
Christ. Obsery. No. 115. 
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their dwellings. Those who are awakened 
to a sense of their lost state by nature, 
end their need of a Saviour, are called new 
people, and are particularly attended to. 
if they manifest an earnest desire to be 
saved, they are admitted as candidates for 
baptism, and, after a term of instruction 
and probation, baptized. If they prove by 
ther conduct the genuineness of their 
profession, afier being for a time candidates 
Sor the communion, they become communi- 
cants. Each of these classes have separate 
meetings, in which they receive suitable 
exhortation and instruction. Separate 
meetings are also held with the children, 
single men, single women, married people, 
widowers, and widows, in which the ad- 
monitions adapted to their respective situ- 
ations and circumstances are given. Each 
of the baptized comes at stated times to 
converse privately, the mer with the mis- 
sionary, the women with h's wife, by which 
a more intimate knowledge of them is ob- 
tained, and appropriate advice given. To 
assist in this important object of acquiring 
a knowledge of the state of individuals, in 
large missions, assistants of both sexes are 
chosen from among the converts, to visit 
from house to house, attend to the sick, 
preserve order, and promote harmony. 
These assistants meet the missionaries at 
stated times, in order to confer with them 
on the state of the congregation. The as- 
sistants are allowed occasionally. on week 
days, to address the congregations. Other 
persons of good churacter are used as ser- 
vants in the chapel, and thev meet to con- 
sult on subjects respecting outward order. 
At times, a counerd is held with a number 
of inhabitants chosen by the congregation, 
in which all things relating to the welfare 
of the settlement are discussed. When 
the congregation consists of slaves, the 
external regulations are necessarily some- 
what different. The internal regulations 
are the same inall. ‘Those who violate the 
precepts of the Bible, are shut out from 
church-fellowship til they have given proof 
of repentance. Schools are established in 
all the Brethren’s settlements among free 
persons ; and a Sunday-school, by permis- 
sion of some planters, has been begun in 
Antigua. Snelling-books and Catechisms, 
and parts of the Scriptures, have been prin- 
ted in various languages. In all the settle- 
ments, the congregations meet, once every 
day, for social worship ; and on Sundays, 
the missionaries are emploved from break 
of day till dark, in various spiritual duties ; 
which alsooceupy them much on the week 
days. ‘The Brethren have found by long 
experience, that ‘the word of the cross jis 
3 Q 
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of the Missions, printed three or four times 
a year, and sent to subscribers ; and Olden. 
dorp’s History of the Mission in the Danish 
West India {slands. 


the power of God unto salvation to all them 
that believe.’ They, therefore, preach Je- 
sus and him crucified, sowing the word in 
tears, with patience and courage ; knowing 
that they shall hereafter reap with joy.?— 
There is no part of the doctrine of our 
Saviour and his apostles, which the mis- 
sionaries dv not graduailv endeavour to in- 
culcate into the minds and hearts of their 
people ; and, through the mercy and power 
ot Gad, the most blessed efiects have at- 
tended thew labours.” 

For the maincenance of this important and 
extensive work, no fund whatever exists. 
It is supported wholly by voluntary contri- 
hutions of the Members of the Unity, and 
of several other friends, without whose 
aid, indeed, poor and few in number as 
are the Brethren, their large missions could 
not be preserved. Without the utmost 
frugality, both at home and abroad, the 
sums subseribed would be inadequate to 
the expenditure. The expense of the mis- 
sions has increased to 6000/0 per annum. 
‘The number of missionaries 3s 150 exelu- 
sive of about 80 widows, clildren, and 
resting missionaries. When the expense 
of journeys and voyages, building and _ re- 
pair of chapels, &c. &c. are taken into the 
account, this sum will appear smail as com. 
pared with its effect; but large as com- 
pared with the number and abilities of the 
contributors. The war has increased the 
expenses, but diminished the receipts, 
through the disasters which have befallen 
the Brethren’s setthements in Holland and 
Germany. Some of the missions, indeed, 
are supported to a considerable degree, by 
the zeal and dihgence of some of the Bre- 
thren, who apply the earnings of their labour 
4n this way; but this cannot be done in all 
cases. The missionaries receive no stated 
salaries, but they transmit a list of neces- 
saries, Which, ifapproved, are procured and 
sentto them. ‘Their children and widows 
are provided for. 

Such is the account given of the state of 
the missions of the United Brethren. Can 
it be that they should fail for want of sup- 
port? We will not believe it possible. We 
recommend their claims most earnestly to 
the atten'ion of our readers. Subscriptions 
and donations will be receivea by the Mi- 
nisters of their congregations; and by the 
Rey C. L. Latrobe, No. 10, Nevil’s Court, 
Fetter Lane. 

Those who desire further information 
respecting the missions of the United Bre- 
thren, may consult Crantz’s History of the 
Brethren, and of the Greenland Mission ; 
Loskiel’s History of the North American 
Indian Missions ; the Periodical Accounts 


BAPTIST MISSION IN BENGAL, 
(Continued from p. 395.) 


Exrracr of a letter from John Peter, mis- 
sionary ii Orissa, dated May 1810, 

“i am happy to inform you that one 
Ooriya, named Sadoo-das has eaten with 
me. He staid a night and a day at Krish- 
noo’s. Every Lord’s day about twenty or 
thirty persons attend at my house. Most 
of them are turopeans. Many of them 
shew great love to me, and much happi- 
ness ii seeing the Gospel preached to the 
heathen. ‘They pray for the cause of God, 
We are pretty well. We pray always for all 
the brethren, and for the cause of God, 
and speak the word of God to all men, as 
fur as ithe Lord enables us.” 

May 5. * Gn Lord’s day morning: the 
15th uliimo, almost all the European offi. 
cers and ladies of Balasore came to wor. 
ship. hey gave me notice of their coming, 
und requested me to wait till they arrived, 
They heard with great seriousness. ‘The 
Europeans here behave very Kindly to 
me.” 

‘© lam in great want of some work on 
the Scriptures, and some other books, of 
Which | inclose vou an account. An Irish- 
man, a Roman Catholic, often asks me for 
a Bible. He says he never saw the Bible 
tillhe saw mine. Have pity on this poor 
fellow, and send him a Bible. It is the 
Bible alone that contains the way of sal- 
vation.” 

In the Quarterly Letter of June 25, 1810, 
they make mention of ten persons having 
been added tothe church at Calcutta, with- 
in the last three months ; of their being 
favoured with much harmony through all 
the departments of the mission, and, except 
in the case of Mrs. Moore and the family 
of Mr. Robinson, with a considerable por. 
tion of health; of their hope to give part of 
the holy Scriptures in two new languages 
in the course of the year; of their having 
begun to print the New Testament in the 
language of the Seiks; and of a font of 
‘Velinga types being nearly ready. 

Extracts of letters from C. C. Aratoon 
at Jessore, in July and August, 1810. 

** On Saturday evening, June 16, 1 mar- 
ried brother Kureen to the daughter of 

’anchoo-sali. Since I wrote you last, I 
have baptized eleven persons, viz. Sister 
Punchanun ; a Hindoo widow,named Ram- 
puyart Panchoo-sah, brother of Tazoo; 4 
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sister of Panchoo-sah, named Sundhya; a 
daughter of sundhya, named Pudma ;_ Sis- 
ter Kureen ; a young Massulman, named 
Deedara; Sadutsai’s mother, named Va- 
sce; a young man, named Komul; Sister 
Mayamuyce’s husband, named Mulook- 
chuad: and brother Fukeer-mahumud’s 
wife, named Roope. At the time of bap- 
tiziny, there wasa large crocodile near us ; 
but we were mercifully preserved trom 
danger. Maniksah sends me word from his 
house, that about thirty pcrsons come to 
him to heae the gospel.” 

“Last Wedncsday I went with some of 
the brethren to Nubdanga, where the Raja 
lives, aud who had expressed a wish to see 
me. In the afternoon, he sent for me. He 
had a number of Brahmans with him, and, 
in their presence, asked me many questions 
respecung the Gospel. 1 coniinued con- 
versing with him ull the evemng, when 1 
took leave of lim. After this, we had 
prayer, and went to brother Punchanun’s, 
I have never heard sc much talking about 
the Gospel as I have in this place to day. 
Wherever 1 went, or whomsvever 1 saw, 
all were talking about Jesus Christ. Even 
chidren of seven years old were talking to 
one another about the Gospel, and making 
observations on our being Christians as we 
passed by them The brethren went among 
the people talking of Christ. We were 
happy to hear that the Raja had formed a 
favourable opinion of us.” 

“ Poor brother Pran-krishna has been 
turned out of his house, with his wife and 
child, by his relations, joined with several 
other persons in the village ; but, thanks be 
to God, they did him no personal injury. 
Soon after this, Ram-soondur, Pran-krish- 
na’s brother, came to Chougacha, and was 
baptized, with sister Pran-krishna, and 
brethren Gour and Gooroo-presad.” 

The following extract is from a letter of 
Dr. Carey, and relates to the missionaries 
at Rangoon in the Burman empire. 

* About a month ago, L received a letter 
from my son Felix, of which the following 
extract will give you pleasure, ‘ The pre- 
sent viceroy is uncommonly Kind to stran- 
fers of every description, but more espe- 
cially to us. He has been once to see us, 
and wishes us to call on him as often as we 
can find it convenient He is of a very 
free and affable disposition. The other 
day I went to him in behalf of a poor suf- 
ferer, who was crucified, and condemned to 
die in that situation. Afier I had pleaded 
for about half an hour, he granted my re- 
quest, though he had denied several other 
people, among whom was the Ceylon priest. 
I took the poor man down, after he had 
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been nailed up for more than six hours, 
brought him home,and dressed his weunds ; 
and now he is wearly cured.’ 

“ The crucifixion of this man took place 
about the 10th of August. He was nailed 
up about three in the afternoon, and taken 
down between mine and ten at night. The 
family kuew nothing of the travsaction tll 
Felix arrived at home, accompanied with 
a number of officers and others, with the 
poor sufferer. IT tunderstand he was able 
to sit up the next dav, and expressed a 
high sense of gratitude. ly about a fort- 
night, he was able tosiand. Brother Cha- 
ter says, he beheves Felix was the only 
person inthe place who could have suc- 
ceeded, and that it gained him much re- 
nown among the Burmans.” 

In a letter trom Mr. Marshman, dated im 
Nov 13810, we meet with some observations 
which deserve to be recarded, not only for 
tie benefit of missionaries and missionary 
societies, but as an answer to some of the 
idie clamours which have been raised in 
this country against them. 

“One would think Me. Scott Waring 
himself would be at a loss to account for the 
conversion of the Ciivistian natives in Jes- 
sore, on any thing like mercenary princi- 
ples. ‘Pheir pastor himself is a poor man, 
nor have they arich man amongst them, 
On the contrary, the hardships they en- 
counter in embracing the Gospel, are truly 
serious. ‘Chey generally iive by cultivating 
the soil. Some of them, for this, forsook 
a life of religious mendicity, which afford- 
ed them at leust a plentiful, and, in the 
opinion of their idolatrous countrymen, an 
honourable support. This was completely 
given up when they embraced the Gospel. 
The precept, ‘If any one will not work, 
neither ought he tc eat,’ is by no means 
unknown amongst them. ‘This ferbids 
their continuing a day as religious mendi- 
cants; and indeed, they are disqualified : 
They can no longer confer blessings, and 
promise heaven, in the name of Shiva ; 
nor, after being baptized in the name of 
esus, do the people view them as sacred. 
A Hindoo or a Mussulman farmer will 
scarcely employ them as labourers; as be- 
sides the dislike he feels towards them for 
having forsaken the religion of their ances- 
tors, which he still approves, they will not 
work on the Lord’s day, which in his 
eyes almost disqualifies them for being 
servants. 

“ How is it, then, that these people do 
subsist in the midst of their countrymen, 
Without any Kuropean Christians near to 
shelter them from the storm ? Truly I can 

say little more than that it is no by 
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begging, nor by stealing, nor by what 
they receive from us. He who feeds the 
ravens when they cry, knows how to feed 
those who turn to him from the service of 
dumb idols. The visible means seem to 
be these: some of the baptized have a 
house, and a furlong or two of garden ; 
this they cultivate, and sell its productions, 
with the fruit, perhaps, of a few trees, 
plantains, cocoa-nuts, &c. ‘This serves to 
subsist a family; and, if they are able, 
they employ a native brother too, and 
feed bir. Others take a few furlongs of 
ground, agreeing to pay a part of the pro- 
duce for rent; and where a bullock is re- 
quired to plough the small spot, it is per- 
haps hired on condition of delivering a cer- 
tain portion of corn, &c. to the owner of it, 
when the crop is ripe.—Others may find a 
less bigoited, and more good natured 
neighbour, whe being on their own level, 
and perhaps a former acquaintance, still 
engages him to labour in his little field, 
and thus, as you will find in the sequel, 
more nearly viewing at leisure his walk 
and conversation, feels his groundless aver- 
sion subside, listens to his artless secount 
of the gospel of Christ, and feels, before he 
is aware, that he himself has also a soul to 
be saved !—Thus does the wisdom of God 
turn the curse into a blessing, bring good 
out of evil, fill the mouths of his children 
with food, and their hearts with joy and 
gladuess. 

** Some, at first sight, might be ready to 
ask, Why do you at Serampore teave these 
poor brethren to struggle with tieir diffi- 
culties ? Why not send them fifty or sixty 
rupees monthiv to supply their present ne- 
cessities, after the example of the churches 
to the poor saints at Jerusalem in time of 
distress? or why not employ them as ser- 
vants at Serampore; or at least furnish 
them with a little money to set up a plough, 
and enable them to rent a piece of land ? 
Such may be assured, that it was neither 
through want of afiection, nor of duly 
weighing their circumstances. The first 
we felt so that we couid have imparted our 
very souls to them. But, after the most 
mature consideration, our Knowledge of 
the Hindoo character, and of the circum- 
stances of the country, convinced us that 
we could do nothing more than pray for, 
and encourage them, without doing far 
more harm to them than good. Had we 
sent each of them only a rupee per month, 
stich is the indolence of the Hindoo cha- 
racter, that it would have effectually pre- 
vented their exerting themselves ; their ex- 
pectations would have received a wrong di- 
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rection, and must finally have been disap- 
pointed. Itis possible, that withinafew years, 
a thousand may embrace the Gospel there ; 
but where couid we find a thousand rupees 
monthly toassist them ? To have encouraged 
them to come to Serampore for work, could 
have been done only to a certain extent, 
which must finally have sowed discontent 
among those who could not be employed, 
Bat besides this, it would have taken them 
out of their own connexions and place of 
abode, where it was highly desirable they 
should remain in the hope of their proving 
a leaven hid in a portion of meal; and to 
have set up two or three of them in farm. 
ing, would have been likely not only to fill 
the rest with dissatisfaction, but to prove a 
temptation to them. ‘To three or four, 
therefore, of these brethren who came over 
to visit us, we explained our motives, laid 
before them their line of duty, and giving 
them a rupee each to bear their expenses 
home, sent them back to Jessore. 

* You will perceive with pleasure, in 
reading the accounts from Jessore, in what 
manner the leaven, smali as it was, which 
found its way thither three or four years 
ago, has operated  Punchanun and Fa. 
keerchund, who were then baptized, have 
been useful to others. Nor will you re- 
mark with less pleasure the recovery of 
Sadutsah. This poor man, after being bap- 
tized at Serampore in 1805, went and re- 
sided in the Sunderbunds, where, renoun- 
cing Christ, he set up for one who could 
charm wild beasts, and got his living by 
this means ! Coming, however, to see his 
brother Boodheesah, (who was baptized 
before him, and who, though he also had 
Jong since forsaken Christ, yet seems still 
to hover round the church at Jessore) he 
felt his heart fail, wept abundantly, and en- 
treated Carapeit to let him come and live 
with him, though he could merely sustain 
life. Carapeit consented, received him and 
his wife, employed them to cook, &e. for 
him. After this he was received into the 
church, and Carapeit, writing to us, says 
concerning it, § I dare say you will rejoice 
with me, for t have found the sheep that 
was lost Worthy voung man, we do re- 
joice indeed with thee, and shall rejoice we 
trust, to all eternity! Sadutsah’s wife is 
now baptized, and also his mother. His 
wife seems an excellent woman. Twice 
has she, within this year, pledged a silver 
ornament, which most women i the coun 
try wear, for five rupees, to provide food 
for native brethren and inquirers who came 
accidentally many miles to visit Carapeit, 
when he was too short of money to feed 
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them for the day. We highly approve of 
the plan suggested by Carapeit of adminis- 
tering the Lord’s supper at four different 
places, on the four Lord’s days in the 
month. It will probably prove the founda- 
tion of four churches instead of one, though 
it will subject him toa journey on foot of 
near 2U0 miles in the month; but it will 
give iin the opportunity of making known 
the Gospel on the road. We have bap- 
tized more than seventy this year, of va- 
rious nations ; above 30 in Calcutta.” 

The following anecdote cannot fail to in- 
terest our readers, 

“Sitting at my studies, one Saturday 
aficrnoon, in a small room adjoining the 
school-rooms, which are by the road on 
the banks of the river, 1 heard a plaintive 
voice without (it was in June or July, the 
rainy season) conversing with one or two 
of our boatmen, who, by their tone of voice, 
seemed more inclined to deride than to 
pity distress. Going out, ] found a poor 
young woman apparently about 25, who, 
after gong many hundred miles on a pil- 
grimage to Jaggernauth in Orissa, was 
returning to her own country, but exhaust- 
ed with fatigue and want, and an incipient 
fever, had sat down under a small shed 
(left open for such purposes, in the outside 
of the premises) to shelter herself from the 
rain, Moved with her disiress, I called 
one of our servants, (whom she could bet- 
ter understand, and whom she would be 
more likely to credit than an European 
stranger) to desire her to remain at the 
house of one of our native sisters for a few 
days, at least till she could recover her 
strength, and to assure her, that not the 
least violence should be done to her cast : 
she should eat what she chose.—The poor 
creature accepted the ofler with thankful- 
ness; and 1 desired our native friend to 
take the utmost care of her, at our expense. 
Ina few days the woman grew quite well, 
and ate with her kind hostess, as a matter 
of choice, listening also with much atten- 
tion to what she heard about the Saviour ! 
Some time after, she came to Mrs. Marsh- 
man, requesting employment, saying that 
she was now healthy and strong, and did 
not wish to live without working. Not 
having Comestic employment in the house, 
(which a Hindoo woman could f+el happy 
in doing) we gave her papers to stitch, at 
our friend’s house. Some time after, a 
friend in Calcutta employed her, as a kind 
of confidential servant to oversee her small 
family and purchase things in the market, 
who gives her the most pleasing character 


for diligence, good conduct, and integrity. 


For these eight or nine months, i. ¢. from 
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about a month after her coming among us, 
she has evinced a most earnest concern 
about the salvation of her soul; and all our 
Christian friends, among whom she has 
been conversant, bear testimony to the re- 
ality of her faith in Christ and her Jove to 
him, his people, and his word. She is 
found at all the means of grace in the Ben- 
galee language, and all her deportment be- 
speaks a serious yet cheerful mind.”* 


FRANCE. 


The following circular letter was sent by 
Bonaparte to all the bishops of France on 
the occasion of convoking a general council 
for dehberating on the state of religion, 2s 
mentioned in our last number, p. 597. 





* We deem it our duty to notice in this 
place, an article which some nusjucging 
friend of the Baptist Mission has chosen 
to write, and which the conductors of the 
Eclectic Review have, unadvisedly, as we 
think, chosen to insert in their last num- 
ber. The article to which we refer, is the 
Review of Dr. Buchanan’s Christian Re- 
searches. Of this critigue we do not hesi- 
tute to say that, with perhaps one excep- 
tion, we have read no paper in the Eclectic 
Review, which has the appearance of being 
more invidiously and unjustly personal, or 
which indicates more of that sectarian 
feeling, which the conductors of that work 
have solemnly abjured, and of which the 
present reviewer endeavours to avoid the 
merited imputation by first dexterously 
criminating Dr. Buchanan, With all the 
zeal which the reviewer expresses in fa- 
vour of missions, we regard his production 
as calculated to injure that object. For 
the sake of that great cause, we sincerely 
wish that he had taken a lesson of for. 
bearance from the object of his cautionary 
reproof, and that, instead of exhausting his 
skill in dialectics in order to find some 
ground of possible accusation against Dr. 
Buchanan, he had magnanimously preferred 
the interests of their common Christianity 
to every inferior and merely party conside- 
ration. Will it be believed that in the 
Eclectic Review, it is made a charge 
against Dr. Buchanan, that his preference 
of the Church of England to any other 
division of the Christian church should be 
manifest in his writings? But we must 
defer to another occasion what we have 
further to say on this topic, as well as the 
notice which we designed to take of some 
unjustifiable personalities which this writer 
has ventured to introduce. 
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The letter is dated St. Cloud, 25th April, 
1811, 

““My Lord Bishop of , the most 
illustrious aud populous churches in the 
empire are vacant—one of the contracting 
parties of the Concordat has rejected it. 
‘Fhe conduct adopted in Germany for ten 
years has almost destroyed episcopacy in 
that part of the Christian world. There 
are now but eight bishops; a great num- 
ber of dioceses are governed by vicars 
apostolic ; the chapters have been disturbed 
in their right to provide, during the vacan- 
cv of the see, for the administration of Uic 
diocese. They have plotted dark mancu- 
vres to excite discord and sedition among 
our subjects. The chapters have rejected 
the briefs, contrary to their rights and the 
holy canons —Yet time is passing away— 





new bishoprics are vacant every day. If 


no speedy provision be made, episcopacy 
will be extinct in France and Italy, as well 
asin Germany. Wishing to prevent a state 
of affairs so contrary to the good of religion, 
the principles of the Gali:can church, and 
the interests of the state, we have resolved 
to unite on the 10th of next June, in the 
church of Nétre Dame, at Paris, all the 
bishops of France and Italy in a national 
council.” 

THOLIC BISHOPS IN NORTH 

AMERICA. 

A letter of the Roman Catholic Bishops 
of America to their brethren in Ireland, 
relative to the situation of Pope Pius VII. 
is said to be publicly circulated i in Ireland, 
and to have excited great interest there. 
The following extiact from it has been pub- 


ROMAN CA 


lished in another periodical work. We give 
it without vouching for its genuineness. 

‘In the mean time, we declare before 
God, that we will respectfully listen to the 
admonitions of our holy father, notwith- 
standing his captivity, and that we will 
yield a cheerful submission to his directions 
and ordinances, provided they bear the 
proper and genuine character of the voice 
of Peter, and of the real intention and au- 
thority of the supreme pontiff. But we shall 
not think ourselves bound by anv briefs, or 
other documents of any kind, which may 
be circulated in his name, and under his 
ulleged authority, unless every the least 
apprehension of his not enjoying full and 
periect liberty in deliberating and resolv. 
ing, shall be removed from our minds, 
And should the chief pontiff depart this 
life (which God forbid should happen in 
the present res state of the church), 
we, no: less than you, venerable brethren, 
are fully persuaded that God will not be 
wanting to nis church, which though it 
should, even for a considerable time, be de- 
prived of its chief pastor here on earth, 
would be exposed to less mischief than if 
any person, by force or terror, were to 
place himself in the chair of Peter, and 
thus the mystical body of Christ were to be 
torn to picces by a fatal schism. Hence 
we are resolved to instruct the flock com- 
mitted to our care, to acknowledge no per- 
son as the true and genuine successor to 
St. Peter, but him whom the far greater 
part of the bishops of the whole world, and 
the whole Catholic people, in a manner, 
shall acknowledge as such.” 











VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE, 
BoNaParve’ s speech to the Legislative 
Body, of which we gave some account in 


our last number, has been followed, as 


usual, by an exposée from the minister of 
the interior, in which the brief notices of 


the Emperor are dilated into minute de- 
tails. Since the last session, the empire, 
it is said, has received an addition of six- 
teen departments, 
people, yiekling a revenue of a hundred 
millions, and three hundred leagues of 
The 
the Meuse, the 
the Ems, the Weser, and the 


coast, with all their maritime means. 
mouths of the Rhine, 
Scheldt, 


and four millions of 


Flbe, are now all French. France unites 
all that France, Germany, and Italy pro- 
duce for the construction of ships. The 
union of Rome has given coasts to the 
empire; and it deprives the popes, who 
have invariably sacrificed eternal things to 
temporal ones, of their temporal dominion. 
It is further expedient, that the bishop of 
Rome, the head of the church, should not 
be a stranger, but that he should unite with 
the love of religion the love of country. 
“* Besides, it is ‘the only means whereby 
that proper influence, which the pope ought 
to possess over spiritual concerns, can be 
rendered compatible with the principles of 
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the empire, which cannot suffer any foreign 
bishop to exercise an authority therein?*— 
“ The Emperor is satisfied with the spirit 
which animates all his clergy.” ‘The esta- 
ryreuners of schools, the re-establishment 
of churches, the construction of cathedrals, 
all prove the Emperor’s interest “ in the 
splendor, of religious worship and the pros- 
perity of religion.’ ‘Twenty-seven bishop- 
ries are vac “ant, to which the Pope lias 
refused to institut e the persons named by 
the Emperor, ‘This refusal has nullified 
the Concordat: it no longer exists. <A 
council of the clergy has been convoked, 
which * will decide whether France, like 
Germany, shall be without episcopacy.”— 
After all this, it is added, ** there exists no 
disunicn between the Emperor and the 
Pope, as the head of religion, which can 
cause the least inquietude to the most 
timorous souls.”—'The exposée then pre- 
ceeds to state a varicty of ¢mprovements, 25 
they are called, in the course of instruc- 
tion; one of which is the abolition of pri- 
vate seminarics, and the placing of instrue- 
tion entirely in the hands of the state. The 
extraction of sugar from beet, &c. and of 
indigo from woad, is to render colonial 
products unnecessary. The public works, 
ports, roads, canals, &c, are enumerated in 
pompous detail; and the French are con- 
soled for the loss of all their colonies, by 
the prospect of having shortly 150 sail of 
the line to cope with Enegland.—The war 
ii Spain would have been closed but for 
England, who, departing from her usual 
policy, came to place herself in the front 
line, but the result, it is said, must be dis- 
grace and ruin to Engl and. The ruin of 
her financial system is also predicted, while 
that of France will continue to flourish.— 
After some campaigns, Spain shall be sub- 
dued, and the English driven out of it. 
(This j is modest.) What are a few years 
in order to consolidate the great empire ? 
Peace would now be useful only to Eng- 
land. France will be able to make peace 
with safety, only when she shail have 150 
sail of the line; and in spite of obstacles, 
she shall have them “Thus the guaran- 
tee of our fleet, and that of an English ad- 
ministration founded on principles different 
from those of the existing cabinet, can 
tlone give peace to the universe.?—'The 


nee enemas 





* We trust that this exposée will be read 
With the attention it deserves by the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, and by those advocates of 
theirs, who, without imposing any control 
on the power of the pope, which pope will, 
in future, be French, would open all the 
‘venues of power to that body. 
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exposée concludes thus: ‘* Every thing at 
present guarantees to us a futurity as hap- 
py as full of glory; and that futurity has 
received an additional pledge in that infant 
so much desired, who, at last granted to 
our vows, will perpetuate the most illustri- 
ous dynasty ; of that infant who, amidst the 
fetes of which your meeting seems to form 
a part, receives alre -ady, with the great Na- 
poleon, and the august princes whom he 
has associated to his high destinies, the 
homage of love and respect from all the 
nations of the empire.” 


SPAIN. 


After the battle of Albuera the siege of 
Badajoz was resumed under the immediate 
direction of Lord Wellington himself. It 
appears to have been carried on with great 
vigour; and breaches having been effected, 
two attempts were made to storm the 
piace, both of which failed In the mean 
time, the French determined to ier ano- 
ther ciert to raise the si¢g ‘ec. Soult again 
advanced in the direction of Badajoz, and 
was joined, not far from that place, by the 
force which had been oppesed to Lord 
Wellington in the north of Portugal. He 
collected at the same time the whole of the 
French force from Castile and Madrid, 
what is called their centre army, and all 
the troops from Andalusia, excepting what 
were necessary to maintain their position 
before Cadiz. In consequence of this ef- 
fort, he so far outnumbered the army under 
Lord Wellington, although his lordship 
had drawn down all his forces from the 
neighbourhood of Almeida, that it was 
deemed prudent to raise the siege of Bada- 
joz, and retive behind the Guadiana, where 
the British army took a very strong posi- 
tion, its right resting on Elvas, and its left 
on Campo Major. ‘he enem v are stated 
by Lord Wellington to have risked evcry 
thing inall parts of Spain, in order to collect 
this large army in meer prrenerse a; with 
which, it mit) be supposed, they had hope dy 
at one decisive blow, to have teveninaeedl 
the campaign. The warv conduct of the 
British commander has comple tely frus- 
trated this expectation. He has fallen back 
to a position where he is almost unassaila- 
ble, where he has the entire command of 
his resources, and is in the way of receiving 
the succours which are daily arriving from 
England without the slic htest danger of in- 
terruption. The Frene hoo nthe other hand, 
are said already to have begun’to feel the 
inconvenience of having collected so large 
an army in a country where no magazines 
have been formed, and their chief attenticen 
is turned to the procuring of the means of 
subsistence. They have magazines, indeed, 
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at Seville; but the distance between that 
place and Badajoz is considerable, and the 
activity of the Spanish guerillas makes the 
passage hazardous fur convoys. It appears 
from the latest accounts, that the French 
had begun to retire ; and it was even said, 
that Soult had reached Llerena, and that 
Marmont, with his part of the army, was 
at Merida. ‘he Spanish partizans, in the 
mean time, were very active. A very valu- 


able convoy had been intercepted between 
Salamanca and Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the 
baggage and private property ‘of King Jo- 
seph had also been taken on their return to 
Spain. King Joseph himself is supposed 
to have reached Madric.—The strong for. 
tress of ‘Tarragona has at length been 
carried by the French, atter a very obsti- 
nate detence. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 


Parliament was supposed to be on the 
point of being prorogued, when about the 
end of last month a bill was unexpectedly 
brought forward by Lord Stanhope, in the 
House of Lords, on the subject of the al- 
leged depreciation of bank notes. Lord 
King was understood to have issued a no- 
tice to his tenantry, that in future he should 
expect his rents to be paid in gold, or in 
bank notes, calculated at their depreciated 

rate as compared with gold. ‘This notice 
was made the ground of Lord Stanhope’s 
Bill, the object of which was to protect 
from distress any tenant who should offer 
bank notes at their nominal value in pay- 
ment of his rents ; and to prevent persons 
from giving or receiving more than 21s. for 
a guinea, or less for a bank note than the 
ralue it purported to bear. His Majesty’s 
ministers were at first disposed to throw 
out the bill; but on finding the conduct of 
Lord King defended by many members of 
the opposition, they changed their purpose 
and supported it. ‘Vhe bill has passed 
through both Houses, though not without 
considerable resistance, and has also re- 
ceived the Royalassent. Ifany proof had 
been wanting of the depreciation of bank 
notes, the admitted necessity of framing 
such a billas this would take away all doubt 
on the subject. Atthe same time, except 
in what regards the protection of the tenant 
from the summary process of distress, a 
provision which seems equitable, the bill 
appears to be perfectly nugatory. Guineas 
pass currently in Ireland for 25s. There is 
a law, indeed, against carrying guineas 
abroad, but none against carrying them to 
Ireland. ‘the man who has guineas to sell, 
and who yet wishes not to violate the law, 
has only to send them to Ireland, where a 
profit of from 15 to 20 per cent. awaits 
them. And what is there in this bill to pre- 
vent a stock-broker from selling 100/. 3 per 
cent. consols for fifty guineas, which stock 
the purchaser may sell on the following day 
for 62/. in bank notes? The bill, in short, 


effects nothing in curing the evil of a de- 
preciated paper currency. Nor is it within 
the sphere of legislation to apply any reme- 


dy but one, and that is to make the paper 

exchangeable for its nominal amount in 
gold. In the existing circumstances of our 
currency, we admit, that this remedy is one 
of very difficult application ; at the same 
time we believe it to be the only safe, and 
the only efficacious remedy. ‘The practi- 
cability of it wili depend on the previous 
reduction of the quantity of paper in circu- 
lation; and it appears to us that little 
doubt can be entertained both that the evil 
arises from an excessive issue, and would 
be cured by a restriction of that issue. To 
such of cur readers as wish to make them- 
selves acquainted with this subject, we beg 
to recommend a careful perusal of two 
pamphlets which have recently been pub- 
lished by Hatchard, containing the speeches 
of Mr. Canning and Mr. H. Thornton on this 
question, 

Parliament was prorogued by Commis- 
sionon the 24th instant. The Commissio- 
ers delivered a speech on behalf of the 
Prince Regent, which adverted, with strong 
approbation, tothe conduct of the war onthe 
Peninsula, and to some of the measures 
adopted by Parliament; but avoided all con- 
troverted topics, as the Bank and America, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


The state of his Majesty’s health, we are 
deeply concerned to state, has been such as 
to produce the most serious alarm respect- 
ing the issue of his indisposition. He isstill 
considered to be in a situation of very con- 
siderable danger. 

The twelve Judges, to whom the case of 
De Yonge, a man who had been convicted 
of selling guineas for more in bank notes 
than their nominal value, have pronounced 
their judgement upon it ; which is, that De 
Yonge was in fact guilty of no offence 
against the statute. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The most important circumstances of 4 
naval kind which we have to notice, is the 
rencounter of an American frigate with a 
British sloop of war, which was briefly men- 
tioned in our last Number. The statements 
of the respective commanders have since 
been laid before the public; and from thes¢ 
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it appears tous highly probable that the 
American was the aggressor. The cap- 
tain of the American frigate admits that he 
chased the Litule Belt for a considerable 
time, and at last came up with her, but 
maintains that he knew neither her force, 
nor her nation, uniil the engagement was 
over. This denial, however, is most com- 
pletely falsified by himself; for in affirming 
that the first shot proceeded from the Bri- 
tish sloop of war, he adds, that he was in- 
duced to fire in return, by supposing that 
the commander of the vessel had in view to 
obtain promotion from his own government 
by insulting the American flag. But how 
could he have formed such a supposition, 
and acted upon it, without being well aware 
of the nation at least to which the vessel 
belonged? He admits, too, that one shot 
was fired from his ship without orders. The 
verv occurrence of such a circumstance 
might have led him to suppose that the 
shot from his antagonist might have been 
equally unauthorized. But no: that could 
have proceeded ouly from a design to insult 
America. There are several other incon- 
sistencies in the account of the American, 
which takes away his title to credit, res- 
pecting the main point, the point of aggres- 
sion. Captain Bingham’s account, on the 
contrary, is perfectly simple, and consistent 
inallits parts; andis a modest, full, and 
clear statement. It certainly shewed no 
small degree of firmness in him anc his 
ship’s company, to support with sixteen 
mins, a close action against a frigate of 
forty-four guns, for three quarters of an 
hour, Captain Bingham states, that as he 
was proceeding along the American coast 
to execute the orders of his superior, he 
was chased by a frigate, which he saw to 
be an American, and which gamed on him 


Obituary :—Mrs. Hodson. 


ed it right to heave to, and shew his 
colours, that no mistake might arise. Cap- 
tain Bingham hailed, but was answered 
only by another hail. Captain Bingham 


again hailed, and was answered by a 
broad-side. The action then commenced, 


and continued for three quarters of an 
hour, when the American ceased firing, 
appearing to be on fire about the main 
hatchway. The British ship also ceased, 
In the morning, Commodore Rodgers sent 
an officer on board, to express his regret at 
what had happened, and that had he known 
the force was so inferior, he should not have 
fired atus. He said that the British had 
fired the first shot, which Captain Bingham 
positively denied. Nor is it probable,” 
he observes, “that a sloop of war, within 
pistol shot of a large forty-four gun frigate, 
should commence hostilities.” ‘The orders 
which Captain Bingham had reccived from 
Admiral Sawyer, were to proceed with des- 
patches to a ship of war off Charleston, and 
then to returnto Halifax ; and in the course 
of his voyage to be particularly careful to 
vive no just cause of offence to the govern- 
ment or subjects of the United States —A 
war with America is unquestionably to be 
avoided and deprecated om every principle 
of sound policy, no less than on every moral 
and humane ground; and on that account 
we very anxiously hope that such explana. 
tions may be afforded respecting this un- 
toward affair, 2s may prevent all future 
collisions, 

Inthe East Indies our squadron has been 
successful in the capture, not only of ships 
but of colonies from the enemy. The island 
of Banda, the principal of the Spice islands 
in the Molucca Seas; the Dutch posses- 
sions on the island of Celebes; and the island 
of ‘Ternate, have all been captured, and it 


so fast, thatas night approached, he deem- was expected that Batavia would scon fall. 
—— 


OBITUARY. 


Yo the Elitor of the Christian Observer. 
Tr the following tribute to the memory 
of one lately deceased, who was your con- 
stant reader and admirer, shall be deemed 
hot unworthy of a place in your Obituary, 
the insertion of it will oblige your sincere 
well-wisher, 
MINIMUS, 


he subject of this account, Mrs. Hop- 
‘ON, Who died at Carlisle on the 15th of 
May last, was, in the earlier part of her 
lle, distinguished by her personal activity, 


Christ. Observ. No. 115. 


and by the cheerfulness and gaiety of her 
nanners and disposition, Her mind, na- 
turally active and energetic, was cultivated 
by considerable reading; and she was from 
her youth habituated to regard with the 
greatest reverence and attention, the duties 
and ordinances of religion, so far as she 
had gained an insight into them, She was 
not, however, free from the misconceptions 
which then generally prevailed respecting 
the real nature and extent of religious duty ; 
and she continued, during the first years 
of Ler married state, to be conversant prin-- 
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cipally about worldly objects, and to en- 
gage in fashionable amusements, so far as 
consisted with moderation and with her love 
of the quiet occupations of domestic life. 

At the birth of her youngest child, 23 
vears before her death, she was visited with 
a paralytic attack, which entirely deprived 
her of the use of her left side; and con- 
fined her to her chair during the remainder 
of her lite. This afflicting dispensation, 
doubiy trying to one who had slways been 
unusually active, she herself afterwards 
regarded as a most signal blessing, and as 
the beginning of a new existence to her. 
Indeed, it was soon permitted to her, 
even before her mind was opened to those 
views of divine things with which it was 
subsequently enriched, to discover the 
Hand of mercy ordaining and imuitigating 
her affliction. For besides that her con- 
finement, by withdrawing her from the 
world, enabled her to devote her time and 
attention more entirety to the education of 
her children, she was herseli also gracually 
training in the study of that salutary lesson 
of adversity in which she afterwards be- 
came so great a proficient. 

In Jess than seven years after this event, 
she was called upon to sustain the loss of 
her husband, who was taken from her very 
unexpectedly, and under circumstances of a 
peculiarly distressing nature ; and she was 
left in a state of great bodily infirmity, for 
some time almost inconsolable and incapa- 
ble of directing her attention even to her 
young family. In this dark night of afHic- 
tion, in a retired country situation, where, 
in appearance and in the estimation of her 
friends, she was sunk in the lowest depths 
of misfortune, she had the first, though 
still an indistinct, view of the unspeakable 
love and mercy of God, through a Re- 
deemer, of which a fuller discovery was 
shortly to be imparted to her. For the 
suke of greater advantages in the educa- 
tion of her children, she soon afterwards 
removed to Carlisle, where the great doc- 
trine of redemption through a crucified 
Savivur began about this time to excite 
general attention. Of its ministration, she 
was among the very first fruits—the good 
seca. was sown ina heart well cultivated 
and fitted for its reception, and its growth 
was in proportion rapid, and its produce 
abundant.—Having been humbled under 
the red of affliction, and deeply convinced 
of her own weakness, and of the vanity of 
all human dependencies, she stumbled not 
at the doctrines which declared man’s 


utter depravity anc helplessness, and pro- 
claimed his acceptance and salvation only 
through the merits and death of the Son of 
God; and having been bereft of her dear- 
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est earthly comforts, she had less diff. 
culty in accepting the scriptural injunc. 
tions which required her to wean her a‘iec. 
tions from things below and to fix them on 
things above. 

‘The saving truths with which she thus 
became so fully and so experimentally ac. 
quainted, she laboured with a proportionate 
carnestness to impress upon the minds of 
her friends, anxious to remove their preju- 
dices, and to persuade them to build on 
that sure foundation upon which her own 
hopes of present comfort and future happi- 
ness were now wholly established. 

In the mirror of the Gospel she now 
saw more distinctly revealed the gracious 
designs of Providence, the fainter percep. 
tions of which had been her sclace under 
her afflictions ; and she could, with unmix. 
ed gratitude and pious joy, retrace the 
successive events by which she had been 
called ofF from the world and led to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
The hours of solitary confinement she 
henceforth considered the happiest of her 
life, as they aflorded her large opportuni 
ties of communion with her God and of 
meditation on his word and providence. 
Never was the power of religion in admi- 
nistering hidden support to the soul, more 
fully displayed than in her,—she might 
truly be said to /ive by prayer and by faith 
in the written word. She particularly de- 
lighted in the compositions of the holy 
Psalmist; the records of whose experience 
were, indeed, in an eminent degree, the 
language of her own. In the exercise ot 
an unshaken trust in God, under circun- 
stances which often put it to the severest 
trial—in a deep and realizing sense of his 
presence and of joy in the light of his 
countenance—in an habitual resort to him 
as her friend, her counsellor and her guide 
—in an humble conviction of her own 
weakness and of the necessity of constant 
vicvilance and self-denial, she richly display- 
ed the fruits of a careful study of the Scrip- 
tures, and ofan experimental acquaintance 
with their divine efficacy. Of controversial 
religion, she happily knew, and desired to 
know, nothing; whatever is clearly reveal- 
ed in the Bible, as necessary to salvation, 
she received in an honest and good heart, 
with serious self-examination and a practi 
cal application of it to her own heart and 
conscience. On the death of Christ she 
rested her entire hope of salvation—and to 
his éfe and conversation she studied, 
through the sanctifying aid of his Holy 
Spirit, to assimilate her own. 

Nor were the exercises of her faith con- 
fined to the contemplative hours of her re- 
tirement. The holy flame, which her soul 
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in secret caught from converse with God 
and celestial objects, shone forth with a 
guild and heavenly lustre in the narrow cir- 
cle within which her duties were confined, 
lt was her habitual aim to bring the muds 
of her children and servants under the prac- 
tical influence o, religion, by serious admo. 
nition, by seasonable reproof, and by the 
improvement of ordinary occurrences to the 
purposes of edification. In the society of 
her friends, she displayed the sume earnest 
desire to do good, and the same prevailing 
sense of the pre-eminent importance of 
eternal things. She delighted in praising 
God and speaking good of his name, and in 
inviting attention to the characters of mer- 
cy and wisdom which she saw Cistinetly 
impressed on the dispensations of his pro- 
vidence towards herself and others. ‘To the 
poor she was a constant friend and a liberal 
benefactress ; administering, to the utmost 
of her ability, to the rchef of their bodily 
necessities, and promoting their spiritual 
interest by providing for their religious in- 
struction and encouraging their attendance 
on the public ordinances and means of 
grace. Her own example most powerfully 
co-operated with these endeavours. Not- 
withstanding the infirmity under which she 
laboured, she was, for the last sixtcen years 
of her life, a regular attendant on divine 

yvorship, being carried in a sedan chair, in 

which she sat during the service—and her 
children will never forget the eflusions of 
pious gratitude in which she taught their 

minds to participate on the first occasion ef 
her revisiting the house of God, after the 

lengthened absence to which she had been 

obliged to submit during the earlier part 

of her confinement. The language of the 

Psalmist was then peculiarly her own. 

“How amiable are thy tabernacles, O 

Lord of Hosts! My soul longeth, vea even 

fainteth for the courts of the Lord—my 

heart and my flesh crieth out for the living 

God!” Ps. Ixxxiv. 1, 2. 

But the part of Mrs. Hodson’s character 
which was most distinguishing, and which, 
inthe short enumeration of her Christian 
graces above given, was omitted as requir- 
ing to be distinctly exhibited, was her re- 
signation to the Divine will. An unreserved 
submission to the will of God has justly 
been considered as the consummation of tl.e 
Christian character. It is represented as 
characterizing the angels in heaven, and 
shines forth with peculiar brightness in the 
recorded actions and suficrings of Jesus 
Christ. Mrs. H. had attained an eminent 
degree of it. She had learnt to adore and 
bless the designs of Providence, even in his 
severest chastisements, and to receive, not 
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only with patient submission, but with 
cheerful acquiescence, the bitter cup of 
affliction, which she was not unfrequently 
called upen to taste. She would even re- 
joice in her trials as necessary to maintain 
in exercise thé spirit of watchfulness and 
prayer—and as most effectually calculated 
to confirm her faith and elevate her delight 
in the word and promises of God. A strik- 
ing instance of her advancement in the 
spirit of resignation was allorded a short 
time before her death. Her only daughter, 
and the sole habitual companion of her re- 
tirement, was visited with a very severe ill- 
iess, ‘rom which she herself did not expect 
her torecover. In the midst of the solicitude 
and suspense which attended this event, she 
one day told an intimate friend who visited 
her, that she had been much employed in 
meditation upon that petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer (wnich had been the subject of a 
sermon she had recently heard), ¢ ‘Thy 
will be done,’ &c.—and that she had been 
carefully endeavonring to ascertain the 
state of her mind, in reference to it, by an 
examination of the feclings with which she 
regarded her daughter’s present alarming 
situation ; adding, as the result of her de- 
liberate investigation, that she could say, 
she was prepared willingly to surrender her. 
It will reasonably be expected that some 
account should now be given of the parti- 
cular circumstances which marked the 
closing scene of Mrs. H.’s earthly exist- 
ence ; but this expectation cannot be satis- 
fied—it pleased God in infinite wisdom to 
withhold from her the opportunity, some- 
times aflorded to others, of glorifying in 
her death the religion which ber life had 
so eminently adorned. Her constitution, 
enfeebled by so long a confinement, had not 
strength sufficient to struggle, even fora 
short time, with the illness which proved 
fatal to her—and though she lived nearly 
two days after its first appearance, she was 
throughout that time too weak to hold any 
conversation. From the few words which 
she uttered, it was evident that she was 
fully aware of the approach of death—and 
during the intervals of her pain (which ap- 
peared not to be of long continuance nor 
great intensity), and atter it subsided, she 
shewed the clearest marks of being wholly 
occupied in prayer, and in contemplation of 
the unspeakably blessed change which 
awaited her. Nor will it be deemed pre- 
sumptuous to entertain the firm conviction 
that she was permitted to experience the 
full measure of that divine support, for 
which, in the habitual anticipation of her 
departure hence, she was known fervently 
to supplicate, in the language cf the follow - 
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ing beautiful extract, which was found writ- 
ten in her own hand amongst other papers : 
“© My last exzzence will be the closing part 
of hfe; oh ! remember me then, my God ; 
thou who hast led me hitherto, forsake me 
not at last! be my strength when nature 
fails, and the flame of life is Just expiring. 
Let thy smiles cheer that gloomy hour: 
oh! then let thy gentle voice whisper peace 
and ineffable consolation to my soul!” Her 
fist moments were unusually tranqmil: not 
a sigh or struggle intimated her dissolu- 
tion, nor can there be any doubt to those 
who knew her lite, that the arms of ever- 
lasting love were spread beneath her, and 
that angels were appointed to convey her 
emancipated spirit from this vale of tears, 
to the eternal abode of peace and joy. 


LADY GORDON. 
the 2d of June, 1811, died, 
afier a very short illness, Lady Gordon, 
wife of the Rev. Sir Adam Gordon, Baro- 
net, Rector of West ‘Vilbury, Essex, &c. 
A loss most deeply felt, by all who had the 
pleasure of her acquaintance, and could 
justly estimate her worth.—Among the 
many amiable qualities and engaging ac- 
complishments that distinguished this ex- 
cellent character, one prominent virtue was, 
the most rigid respect for truth. In such 
veneration did she hold this sacred proper- 
ty, that often, inattending even to humorous 
narrative, her apprehensions were painfully 
alive, lest casual embelitstiment should in- 
terfere with strict veracitv. ‘Fowards her 
social and domestic connexions, her afin- 
bility, and continual desire to confer plea- 
sure, or convey comfort, became, among 
her intimates, quite proverbial. In the dis- 
charge of kindred duties, she was exem- 
plary, beyond praise. 
Christian benevolence, she may have been 

equalled, but could not be excelled. Not 
even ingratitude could curtail her invartable 
study to befriend the needy. Forgive ness, 
that most lovely produce of religion’s pow- 
er, banished all resentments; and nothing: 
but positive, persevering vice could inter- 
fere to check, or rather lessen, her unceas- 
ing bounty. Her uniform delight was to 
solace the afflicted, to make up unhappy 
difierences, and prove the most genuine and 
unshaken friendship for those she thought 
deserving. No envy, no ostentation of su- 
perior talent, ever tarnished her excellen- 
cies, but a generous ardour to promote inno- 
cent hilarity, and the most hospitable exer- 
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tions (with a sweetness of disposition, and 
demeanour, peculiarly her own,) endeared 
her instantly, and equally, to the stranger 
as to the friend. In short, extreme caution 
not to hazard censure, "and not to give 
offence, formed a line of conduct that could 
not fail to exact esteem, 91d to ingratiate 
her with all who could appreciate merit ; 

and rendered her beloved, in every place, 

and by every order in society. —Julgment, 
despatch, and correct arrangement, even in 
business of intricate concern marked also 


her native vigour of mind, and alertness of 


apprehension. ‘loa happy talent in the epis. 
tolary style, she united the valuable attain. 
ment of most clear, impressive reading, in 
every kind of composition :—And, to close 
the list of these attractive acquisitions—no 
one who ever heard her voice, as melodious 
as powerfal, will casily forget her exquisite 
taste in the execution of Handel’s sublimest 
works; the captivating force she gave to 
those exalted strains, that called forth his 
transcendent genius, and stamped the gene- 
ral testimony of herown. Such was the choice 
companion of him, who gratefully attempts 
this slender sketch of her combined endow. 
ments ; this bounden tribute to her memo- 
ry ;—thankful for the treasure lent him, 
and dutifully resigning it to the gracious, 
supreme Proprietor of the blessing. —And 
should it now be asked,—did no one blem- 
ish mingle with this description of a mere 
mortal being? The reply is brief, and inno 
degree detracts fromthe still higher attain- 
ments she derived from unafiected piety, 
and the grace bestowed upon her from 
above. Comparatively, her failings were 
as shades in painting, rendering the shining 
parts more beautifully conspicuous—they 
were as specks in snow; the entailed in- 
heritance of a fallen state; of which the 
very best, while in this life, must partake, 
or otherwise the creature would exhibit 
that perfection here which liberated spirits 
only can attain to in the realms of bliss. It 
is natural, it is incumbent, to mourn for 
such a loss—a loss irreparable to him, so 
long experiencing the value of the posses- 
sion—who, to the grave, must feel the sore 
privation, but who, bowing submissively to 
the correction, humbly receives it, as a 
symptom of parental love, from the unerring 
hand that hath appointed it for good, and 
consoled by the cheering prospect of an 
endiess re-union, through the mercy, me- 
rits, and power of the Redeemer. 


A. G.. 
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